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PIGKIN’ AND GRINNIN’

CONTINUING WITH LAST
11':-:||I'.]|'=' -\;:|.| LTS
theme, this month [ pres-
ent a finger-fricndly solo
guitar arrangement of “Ode
to Juy,” the chorale theme
from the fourth movement ol
1w HE Vi I".-u_'.;rhul'l.:_l'l'w
“Symphonv No, 9 in D minor.”
Beethoven completed this piece in
1524, near the end of his life and
when he was almost completely
deat! Inrerestingly, the theme,
which = bawed on a traditiona]
German folk song. is in the key

of D maror, not I minor and has.,
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Fiamous

no doubt due to its uplifring, tri
umphant guality, been adopted as
the official theme of the European
Union. So if vou're concerned
ahout Eetling oo ahscure with
your repertoire, vou needn't worry
in this case, I've nlso included
some of the lvrics, in German with
Enghsh tronslation, so vou and
vour [riends can sing alang at vour
next Oktobertest party

My arrangement ig performed
fingersiyle and plaved as if
the piece were in the kev of G
major, with the melody woven
into arpeggiated chords ina
way somewhat reminiseent ol
“Blackbird
g capo at the seventh fret will
transpose evervthing up to the
original key of D, but you may

prefer the fuller sound achieved by

plaving the arrangement without
a capo, or perhaps with the capo
placed at one of the lower frets.

All of the chords are located in
the first- or second-position an
include open strings. This gives
them a nice, shimmiering quality

and alss renders them casy to

d

tinger, with no barring or wide
stretches reguired. Be sure to
let all the notes ring within each
chord and to not inadvertentls
mute anv open strings, such as in
the D5 chords in bars 4, 5 and 13
With the exception of the final
G chord, lingerpicking this piece
requires the use of the thumb
and first two fingers only. Fick
pll the melody notes
on the highest string in each
chord shape—with the middle
finger andd the bass notes with the
thumb, using the index finger to

the ones
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play the open-string notes that
are sandwiched between the
“nuter volees” (melody and hass
notes) in most of the chords. For
e¢xample, when moving from G
to DVFS in bar 2, shift the three

“Ode to Tm

hoomia, T cup

picking hngers [rom the D, G and
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[ and G,
final G chord may be strummed
thumb or “rolled.”

The

|

to high, with the thumb and first

ree hngers, 1
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