Los Lobos

La Pistola y el Corazén

Words and music by David Hidalgo and Louie Perez,

from the album Acoustic en Vivo

| The 1988 Los Lobos album on which this song was the title
| track was a bold assertion of the band’s roots and versatility—
delivered just as the pop culture spotlight shone on them most
| brightly. They had just scored a No. 1 hit with their remake of
| Richie Valens’s version of “La Bamba,” but the expectations of

S| .| diences and the industry left the band ill at ease with their
hzgh profile and unsure of a direction. Seeking a spark, they began to jam together at
Cesar Rosas's house and very instinctively began reacquainting themselves with the
folklérico flavors that had fueled their earliest efforts. As David Hidalgo recalls, “We
made that record to center ourselves again.”

Thoroughly rooted in traditional forms, “La Pistola y el Corazén” nonetheless
reveals something of Los Lobos’ restless experimentalism. The intro is a fiery slice of
3/4-time huapango featuring a Hidalgo lead line (played on a nylon-string) that
pirouettes over Rosas’s driving huapangera and Louie Perez’s syncopated slaps on the
jarana. (Hidalgo harmonized a second line on the intro to the 1988 studio recording,
but here we've transcribed the single-line intro he played live on the 2005 Acoustic
en Vivo album.) For the first verse, the tempo of the huapango beat decelerates by
nearly half, the guitar, jarana, and huapangera accompaniment becoming more aus-
tere to support Hidalgo’s soulful vocal. On the chorus, the band shifts into ranchera
mode, lending a mood reminiscent of a Tex-Mex serenade.

As with many folkldrico forms, the most
challenging aspect of performance is not
chord acrobatics but mastering the tricky, syn-
copated salvos of strums, slaps, and mutes
that make up the rhythmic signature and
essence of these forms. Curl your picking hand
and slap the strings on beat 1 and the second
half of beat 2 in each measure. Notice how
this gives the rhythm part a 6/8 feel against
the predominantly 3/4 fecl of the bass. The
trickiest part of the rhythm is mastering the
rasgueado strum on beat 2 of each measure.
Start with vour hand curled, then strike the
strings with each finger individually, starting
with your little finger and following with your
ring, middle, and index fingers. Slow it down
to a crawl until you can play it consistently
and gradually speed it up to Los Lobos’ rapid
strumming.

—CHARLES SAUFLEY
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Chorus English Translation:

G Cc 1. I don't know how to tell you, | don't know how to explain to you

Los besos que me diste mi amor son los que me estan matando That here there is no remedy for what | feel inside

F G c G cC? For what | feel inside
Ya las lagrimas estén secando con mi pistola y mi corazon
¢ G c G C 2. The ntloon is telling me one thing while the stars are
Y aqui siempre paso la vida con la pistola y el corazén telling me another
But the morning light is singing to me this sad, sad song
Am E7 Am E7 This sad, sad song
3. No sé como amarte, no sé como abrasarte
Chorus
b A E? Ay The kisses that you gave me my love are the ones that
Porque no se me deja este dolor que tengo yo
are killing me
E7 Am

But my tears are now drying with my pistol and my heart

El dolor que tengo yo i
And here as always | spend my life with the pistol and the heart

Am E7 Am E7
4. Esta noche tan oscura con sus sombras tan tranquilos

Dm Am E7 Am
Y el viento me sige cantando esta humilde cancion

| don’t know how to love you, | don't even know how to
embrace you
Because what never leaves me is this pain that hurts me so

The pain that hurts me so
E7 Am

Esta humilde cancién 4. This night so dark with its tranquil shadows
And a wind that again sings to me this humble song

Repeat Chorus
This humble song

Repeat Chorus
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