by Adam Perimutter

“How High the Moon” Les Paul With Mary Ford

S heard in the 1940 Broadway revue Two for the Show, “How High the Moon” guickly became a beloved jazz standard with a number of great interpre-
meers. No version of the tune, though, is more famous than the one that Les Pau! and singer Mary Ford recorded on January 4, 1951. Let's check out the
e W Paul’s work, which made excellent use of his then newish multi-tracking techmigues

“WE RHYTHM WORK

"Sow High the Moon” contains extensive chord work, and in learning the tune it's 2 good idea to first get acquainted with the chord shapes. Those for the
W guitar, Gtr. 2, are shown at the beginning of a transcription. For most of the lead guitar's chord frames, refer to Fig. 1. When switching between
Sews that appear consecutively in the transcription, try to use as little fret-hand movement as possible. For instance, for the A, A7/G, Bm7/F¢, and F7 voic-
W you can keep your fourth finger anchored at the 17th-fret A throughout.

(REES)

W s of rhythm, Gtr. 1's part is easy enough— FIG.1
Wit quarter notes, a style that was popular- AN Br7/F#
Wt by guitarist Freddie Green in the Count Basie H T
da Swestra. As indicated by the staccato markings
W 2ots below the noteheads), after you strum each o e
Wt relax your fret hand's grip so that the chord's 2 ; ‘; i
Seamon is cut short. Gtr. 2's rhythms, on the other [ ;:: : s —
:H St are more involved. You'll want to play with a e e R i
7 g feel—in a pair of consecutive eighth notes, the |
, W sote should be a bit longer than the second. Be & S— i 12
e 1 closely observe all of the syncopations, too. g o= M— — 16 3
TeE 5000
W solo s filled with nifty ideas. In the first eight Gmé/Bb F EYGR A/E  G#D%¢ AmE GPm/D*
S, sather than play complicated lines, he plays E'i:r E % ____ 9 _ e
e Som (or nearby) A, Am, G, and Gm triad B e o | Hhn
- W on the top four strings. In bars 13-16 he te
= Seches out a bluesy eighth- and 16th-triplet note Da Df il g :f ;ﬁ‘. :f :t
Wt 2 variation of which is heard at the end of the T e Y | - = H
Wseth page of the transcription. Starting in bar g
*»u! makes the most of a bluesy tritone (C-F#) : 15 ! 2 . : s ey ==
L mngs 1 and 2, pitted against a dyad down on 2 o 9 e _H
s 6 and 5 (E and A). To cop this phrase, fret the | B : L S —

(NENE

e with your third finger on the second string
s wour fourth finger on the first; keep your first
e barred at the 12th fret. Where you see the 1/4-
S bends, nudge your strings slightly toward the
E-,-'; such that their pitch is raised just a bit. After

wan Ul

S v learned Paul'’s solo, try incorporating his ideas
s some of your own improvisations.

What He Used: Before Gibson launched Les Paul’s famous
= samesake model, in 1952, the guitarist played his “Log"—a
wmi-solidbody with a Gibson neck, Epiphone body, and other
annibalized parts. He also played two similarly modified

Trl;tb-r |

(L]
4

“oiphones, one of which was likely used for this recording.

Sow to Get the Sound: You can approximate Les Paul’s sound

» “How High the Moon” by using the neck pickup of either

» .es Paul or a semi-hollowbody model such as an ES-335 (or
wmilar), with the tone rolled back. Be sure to dial in a warm
=an setting on your amp, with a fairly flat EQ setting. A little

| wap-back echo is essentially if you want to faithfully re-create

L::.E s early 1950s sound.

. n

Want more? Click on these cool links!

Get more Les Paul quitar tab at quitarinstructor.com
Get the Best of Les Paul quitar tab book from musicdispatch.com

Get The Real Book Volume I from musicdispatch.com
Get The Early Years of the Les Paul Legacy from musicdispatch.com
Visit Les Paul online at lespaulonline.com

ead Gibson’s tribute to Les Paul at gibson.com
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from TWO FOR THE SHOW

How High the Moon p

Words by Nancy Hamilton
Music by Morgan Lewis
from Les Paul With Mary Ford - The Best of the Capitol Masters
Transcribed by Andrew Moore
E7 E7/GE  AE AGE Am/E Am6E #
s G 1 FEE =
Raais)
1311 314

lllll

Gp Go¢D GmD GmeD F/C Ew r?bo F6/C :
r

Intr
Fssl m(J_J J »

e e R M o o
Gir. 2 fhﬂwmm . S e s s L DAY ] e e 'éﬂ

_______________

*_—_—Tr}— iq‘iﬂiﬂr %1?4 == {L@f __}_ :3 ]

*Sec top O fpng e for hwddmmrmpmmnmgmrhvﬂ:m slashes.

Verse
AE A6/E A/E AG/E
Rhy. Fig. 1

N T e

ﬁ——ﬂf et Eﬁi $? SE= _tjfﬁ

1. Some - where there’s how  faint

il SRR e

International Copyright red All Rights Resenved
Reprinted by Permission of Hal Leonard Corporation

52 GlltmEDGe NOVEMBER 2009 www guitaredge.com




HOW HIGH THE MOON
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HOW HIGH THE MOON
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HOW HIGH THE MOON
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*Played as even cighth notes.
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HOW HIGH THE MOON

Gm/D Gm6/D Gm/D CansD F/C
ltiw
& ¢ v :
3 T = - - 4
- — -
'. y 3 ! £ 1 — e = =
1 T
.

{111
(1 N

UL
*®
!
|
|
p
i

-]
w

s~ Grr. 2: wi Rhy. Fig. |

= T T R T

xy ‘% s : —
- # b { %] == - _-_’_'_'_{_ = _:;-_ i
i ‘ ‘{ h { e —— { e — p— }
.
1
=
.

L T T
= Q a o o o

e & L x L] L i o -

Sto oW www.gtilaredge.com NOVvEMBER 2008 GUItARenGe s7




HOW HIGH THE MOON
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HOW HIGH THE MOON
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HOW HIGH THE MOON
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