Losing My Religion

Words and music by Bill Berry, Peter Buck, Mike Mills,
and Michael Stipe, from the R.E.M. recording Out of Time

“Before ‘Losing My Religion,” R.E.M. was a large cult band touring
ten months a year. Afterward, we were one of the biggest bands
in the world,” wrote Peter Buck in the liner notes for In Time: The
Best of R.E.M. 1993-2003. Songs that have such an impact often
write themselves. The music for “Losing My Religion” was writ-
ten in five minutes, and Michael Stipe produced lyrics within the

floating around in space that we managed to
lasso. 1f only all songwriting was this easy,”
Buck wrote.

In this version, the guitar part is shown
in chord diagrams above the notation. The
riffs and lead lines played by the mandolin
have been adapted for guitar. Play the parts
as written and the notes will sound an octave
lower than on the recording. To more closely
emulate the mandolin, pick up a guitar with
a cutaway, strap a capo on the 12th fret, and
the lead lines will be in the same range as the

mandolin parts on the recording. The added
open E string helps emulate the double-stops
played by stereo mandolin parts, occasionally
mimicking the double-course sound of a man-
dolin with unison double-stops played at the
fifth fret of the B string and the open E string.
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