Wild Horses

Words and music by Mick Jagger and Keith Richards
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Like many of the events of the late '60s and early "70s, the ori-
gin of the Rolling Stones’ classic “Wild Horses” has hecome the
stuff of legend. Some claim the song's immornal chorus, “Wild
horses couldn’t drag me away,” was first untered by Marianne
Faithfull, onetime girlfriend t Mick Jagger. Others claim that
Keith Richards penned the song's initial draft, frusurared with

the prospect of leaving his newborn son to get back on tour. One curious story—told

by the sung’s session keyboardist Jim Dickinson—even claims that the Stones' regu-
lar pianist, lan Stewart, didn't play on the track because of his refusal to play minor

chords,

“Wild Horses™ appears on the band's 1971 effart, Sticky Fingers, and features an
acoustic guitar in “Nashville tuning,” in which a guitar's four lowest strings are
replaced with lighter gauges and tuncd an octave above their normal pitches. If you

don't want to go to the rrouble of ngging one
of your axes this way, the effect can be simu-
lared on a 12-string (and also transkates just as
well to srandard tuning).

If you prefer to keep things simple, the
sang's infro strum pattern, transcribed here,
can be used throughout the entire tune. The
Stones included short fills and suspensions
berween most of the chords (see the Verse Fills
example below), which you can pick up from
listening to the recording. The chords notated
in parentheses are all played in single beats, as
the guitar prepares to move from.one chord to
the next—if you have a hard time switching
chords that quickly, you can just as easily omit
them. Just watch out for all of those minor
chords,

—DAN APCZYNSKI

Intro Verse Fills
Chords G Am Bm G Gsusa
G Am Bm
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intro G Am G Am G == down; = up REQE'EIF Chorus 1
Bm G Bm G ;
1. Childhood living is easy to do Guitar Bridge: F € F C (D) G
Am C DG D (Cadd9)
The things you wanted, | bought them for you Bm G Bm G
Bm G Bm G 3. |know | dreamed you a sin and a lie
Graceless lady, you know who | am Am cC DG D (Cadd?)
v, cD) G D | have my freedom but | don't have much time
You know | can't let you slide through my hands Bm G Bm G
Faith has been broken, tears must be eried
Chorus 1 Am C DG D
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Am C (D)G E C (Bm) Let's do some living after we die
Wild horses couldn't drag me away
Am € (D)G F c PR <
Wild, wild horses couldn't drag me away Am C (DG F C (Bm)
Wild horses couldn't drag me away
Bm G Bm G Am € DG F c
2. | watched you suffer a dull aching pain Wild, wild horses, we'll ride them someday
Am cD)G D (Cadd9)
Now you de:iiim}d 1o shew me: the s.arm: Repeat Verse chords, repeat Chorus 2, and end
Bm G Bm G
Mo sweeping exits or offstage lines
Am cCiDIG D
Could make me feel bitter or treat you unkind
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