PREAST SOURCES

PREAST, PREEST, PREIST, PREST, PREUSH, PRIESST, PRIEST

PERIODICALS:

New England Historic Genealogical Society Register.  16:129.

NORFOLK COUNTY
Could be child of Joseph & Hannah Priest of Watertown.  Born there 20 March 1706/7 [bond genealogies of watertown, I:408]  Wyman’s Charlestown entries point to this family.

There was a james priest of salem who committed suicide in salem in 1664 [essexprob I:452-453]  His father was James Priest of Weymouth and brother-in-law was Shadrach Tore of Braintree.

This James had a wife named Elizabeth and the following children born in Weymouth:

Preist, Lidda, d. John 16 March 1662 (I:242)

Preist, Lidea [dup. Lidia], d. James and Elizabeth, 12 feb 1657  (I:242)

Prest, James, s. James, 8 May 1640  (I:242)

Priest, Lydia, d. James and Elizabeth 16 March 1661/2  (I:242)

Priest, Deliverance and Shidrac Gore married in Weymouth on 12 July 1661.  (II:156)

PRIEST, James (?1610-1676) & Elizabeth _____ (-1676?); by 1638; Dorchester {Mendell 98; Warner-Harrington 662; NGSQ 30:81; Reg. 46:187, 65:66; Weymouth 4:558; Priest 2:3-4; Pillsbury Anc. 448}

PRIEST, William & Leah _____; by 1685; Braintree {Reg. 59:159}

[all Norfolk County entries checked]

PLYMOUTH COUNTY
[all Plymouth County entries checked]

PRIEST, Degory (1576-1621) & Sarah (ALLERTON) VINCENT (-1633), w John, m/3 Cuthbert CUTHBERTSON/Godbert GODBERTSON 1621; Leyden, Holland, 4 Nov 1611; Plymouth {Bartlett-Jenkins 98; Tubbs (1956) 25c; NYGBR 28:168; Roosevelt Anc. 115; Reg. 15:30, 44:290; Mendell 98; MD 2:118, 4:136, 7:129, 22:15; Salem 1:232; Winthrop-Babcock 403; Priest 16; Gibson 75; Scott (1919) 190; Gen Mag. 3:48; Crapo 36; Sv. 1:492}

SUFFOLK COUNTY
Elijah Adams and Hanah Prest married in Boston in 10 june 1779 (30:444)

John Prest and Hannah Robert married in Boston on 23 March 1754 also on 12 April 1754 (first one the intention?)  (30:10)

Elizabeth Priest & Ralph Fisher married in Boston on 26 December 1649 (intention 7 Dec.)  (28:246)

Henry Priest and Elizabeth Mallet were married in Boston on 18 October 1742.  (28:273)

PRIEST, James, & Sarah TREADWAY {Charlestown 951}  She was born on 16 December 1675

PRIEST, Joseph & Hannah [HAGER] (1649-1702, Watertown); by 1678(9?); Boston {Watertown 264; Framingham Hist. 268; Bemis (1900) 2}

Joseph of Hoseph & Hannah Priest was born on 18 March 1678 in Boston(9:146)

His sister Hannah was born on 20 March 1681 in Boston (9:155)

[Suffolk County records done]

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
In Middlesex county there are pockets of Priests (and name variants) in Marlborough and Stow  all just later than Hannah’s marriage date.

Priest, Philip of Concord and Mary Parker were born on 3 December 1705 in Concord (Billerica VR 302)  (Concord VR 64)

PRIEST, John (-1704) & 1/wf Sarah _____ (prob wrong; ch were by w Rachel); by 1679; Woburn/Lancaster {Charlestown 777}

Daniell Rug & Elizebeth Priest were married in Concord on 5 January 1703/4 both were of Lancaster(Concord VR 60)

PREIST, John (-1704) & 2/wf Rachel [GARFIELD] (1656-1737); aft 1680, 1678 prob; Woburn/Lancaster {Tubbs (1956) 25c; Gibson 74-5; Priest 2:21; Rugg 69; LBDF&P #399; NGSQ 30:81}

[Middlesex County Records checked]

ESSEX COUNTY
Priest, Elizabeth, d. ___ was born in Salem on __ January 1679/80 (Salem VR II:197)

Priest, Elizabeth, d. El. bp. __ August 1680  (Salem VR II:197)

Priest, Hanna, d. ___, bp. __ October 1689. (Salem VR II:197)

Priest Elizabeth, married Benjamin Ashby on 27d:10m:1700 (Salem VR IV:218)

PRIEST, John (-1708?) & 1/wf Elizabeth GRAY; 25 Feb 1672/3; Salem {Salem 3:9, 175; Essex Ant. 8:26; Driver 91; Gray 266; Priest 2:6; Tingley-Meyers 121}

Preist, John and Elizabeth Gray were married in Salem on 25d:12m:1672  (Salem VR IV:215)

Preist, Elizabeth, d. John and Elizabeth (Gray), was born in Salem on 20 January 1679.  (Salem VR II:193)

PRIEST, John (-1708?) & 2/wf Hannah (MEACHAM) GILL, w William; 4 Mar 1699/1700; Salem {Salem 2:391; Essex Ant. 7:71; Priest 3:6; Bassett-Preston 187; NYGBR 69:35}

Preist John and Hannah Gill were married in Salem on 4 March 1699/1700 (Salem VR IV:215)

[Essex County recods done]

Hannah's parentage has long been a puzzle.  I have checked all entries of the following surnames in Essex, Suffolk , Middlesex, Norfolk & Plymouth counties in Eastern, MA:  Preast, Preest, Preist, Prest, Preush, Priest, Priesst.

After writing down everything of even remote relevance and then distilling it, here are the possibilities.

John Priest married his first wife Elizabeth Gray on 25 February 1672/3 in Salem, Essex co., MA.  The children recorded in Salem VRs are Elizabeth (born on 29 January 1679/80) and Hanna (baptized in October 1689).  It appears that John's wife Elizabeth belonged to the Salem Church, since their daughter Elizabeth was baptized as "d. El." in August of 1680.

Elizabeth, Sr. died before 1699/1700, when John remarried to the widow Hannah (MeachaM) Gill, [widow of William Gill] on 4 March 1699/1700 in Salem.

If the first Hannah had died and they had a second child named Hannah, this could concievably be the Hannah Preast who married John Hawkes.

A more realistic parentage is this:

Joseph Priest married Hannah Hager (1649-1702, Watertown) by 1678/9 in Boston.  They had a son named Joseph on 18 March 1678 and a daughter named Hannah on 20 March 1681.  Both born in Boston.

I believe it was this Joseph who married Margaret Child in Watertown on 25 December 1701.

They had a daughter Hannah who was born on 20 March 1706/7 in Watertown.  This family is noted in Wyman & Bond.

There is also a connection between a Priest family of Weymouth and a son who moved to Salem and committed suicide there in 1664.

