"Samuel Maverick, in the year 1664, wrote the first letter that was ever marked 'New York.'" (see New Yorker's Almanac) Indeed, in large part, he inspired and effected its origin as such, free from Holland.

"Sam Maverick was up in Massachusetts, anxious to get away, and some of his neighbors felt the same way about it. So he wrote Lord Clarendon in the year 1661, following it up with a visit to England in 1662. Having given the warning that New Amsterdam should be under the British Crown, advantageous if so, and prejudicial if not, he gave several pages of lengthy advice as to military strategy and the taking of the town. Then he added more detailed advice and reminded Clarendon that the people should have two things: civil rights and religious liberty, and low taxes. This, he said, would make it work for all time.

It was finally decided to take over the Dutch Colony, and four royal commissioners were appointed. In September of 1664, after several months of intrigue and preparing the way, they entered and took possession. As Maverick had said, there was no opposition. The oath of allegiance was taken by all the Dutch within a month." (A Maverick American, Maury Maverick, 1937)

"Samuel Maverick presents a most delightful character. Dry and meagre as are the details afforded us, we can read between the lines suggestions of romance and kindliness which endear him to the reader even after the lapse of three centuries. It must be confessed that most of the Fathers of Massachusetts wore a grim and forbidding aspect. Samuel Maverick in strong contrast was full of geneality and friendship towards all he met.

He came out in 1624, possibly with the first contingent of Dorsetshire men despatched by the Rev. John White of Dorchester. Arriving at Massachusetts he settled at Winissimet on the Mystic River. The Mystic River really bears an Indian name, Mistick or Mistich, but when first seen flowing from regions unknown, the designation must have sounded singularly appropriate and has happily been retained to the present day. Winissimet has exchanged its old name for Chelsea, which is a loss.

Samuel practised 'large hearted hospitality' and showed special kindness in welcoming all new arrivals as soon as they landed. John Josselyn, who came in 1638, writes:--'July 10th I went ashore to Noddles Island to Mr. Samuel Maverick, the only hospitable man in all the country, giving entertainment to all comers gratis.'

Samuel did not limit his kindness to his own people. In 1633, smallpox, 'the white man's scourge,' attacked the native Indians. The wild men were much impressed to find that though their own people forsook them, the English came daily and attended to their needs. 'Among others (writes Governor Winthrop) Mr. Maverick of Winissimet is worthy of perpetual remembrance; himself, his wife and servants went daily to them, ministered to their necessities, and buried their children.'

On another occasion Samuel managed to smooth matters when some sailors and traders of the bark Maryland got into difficulties with the Puritan colonists. He came all the way from Winissimet to settle the affair to everyone's satisfaction. In 1645 he protected La Tour, governor of one of the French settlements, and kept him for twelve months in his house at Noddles Island; the French having quarrelled amongst themselves, and La Tour's fort being totally destroyed.

August 3rd, 1636--'Samuel Maverick, who had been in Virginia near twelve months, now returned with two pinnaces, and brought some 14 heifers and about 80 goats.' He also brought 'ten niggers.'

Samuel's religious opinions did not satisfy the Puritans of New England. The Mavericks were loyal to the English crown, and their religious tenants inclined to be episcopalian. Their government became a sort of theocracy, and it is well known that so far from having 'freedom of conscience' the settlers endured sharp persecution unless they shared the narrow opinions of their superiors.

The Editor of Winthrop's Journal, J. K. Hosmer, notes:--'This estimable man Samuel Maverick was looked upon askance in the community, where, though recognised as a man of substance and worth, he was given no public place.'

So frequently was Samuel embroiled with the governors of the settlement that he eventually decided to return to England and lay before the government there the case of those who, like himself, did not consider they were fairly treated.

England was still too much engrossed in home difficulties to take great interest in colonial grievances. Samuel displayed a dogged persistance which extended over several years. His Brief Description of New England was probably then written, for it bears internal evidence of being about the date 1660. This printed pamphlet can be found in the British Museum Library. The original manuscripts of his letters then written are at the Bodleian, Oxford; many of them are printed in the New Eng. Hist. & Gen. Reg.

Charles the Second was restored and the royal govenment re-established, and finally Maverick's pertinacity met with its reward. He returned to Massachusetts bearing instructions in which he was included with other commissioners.

The commissioners were to settle the affairs of New England and reduce the Dutch in New Netherland. Samuel and his fellow commissioners failed in their first undertaking; the Puritan Fathers of New England had no intention of submitting to any management but their own. Their dealings with the Dutch were far more successful, and though they scarcely realised it at the time, far more important. England was then, most unwisely, at war with Holland, but this furnished an excuse for demanding the evacuation of the New Netherlands, and thus part of the New World passed into the possession of the English.

Never could Samuel Maverick then have foreseen that he was planting the English tongue and English people where they would, after three hundred years, have their share in the international destinies of the whole civilized world.

Samuel Maverick, in reward for his loyalty and exertions, was given 'a house on the Broad Way,' which was granted to him (by the King's brother, the Duke of York) in October, 1669. The site has been identified as corresponding with the present No. 50 Broadway, New York City." (The Mavericks of Devonshire and Massachusetts, Beatrix F. Cresswell, 1929)

"The name of Maverick has been associated with the colonial history from its earliest dates.

That very excellent authority, Prince's Chronology, says, under the date 1630: 'On Noddles Island lives Mr. Samuel Maverick, a man of very loving and courteous behavior, very ready to entertain strangers; on this island he had built a small fort with four great guns to protect him from the Indians.' But Maverick's early connection with this country was not limited to Noddles Island, for we find that in 1631, he, with others, had a patent for lands in Maine, under the president and council of New England.

He took the freeman's oath, alone, on the 2d of October, 1632.

Maverick was engaged in commerce at an early date, and identified himself with the efforts to promote the success of the colony. Although opposed in religious sentiment, he joined with Governor Winthrop and Governor Thomas Dudley in trading expeditions, a circumstance which shows that he possessed the confidence of the new settlers, and that he was a man of enterprise and energy in the colony. It is more than probable that from his previous residence in the country he had an acquaintance with the coast and with the different settlements, and for this reason was a valuable aid to Winthrop and his company. He was a man of much importance in those days of small things, and was associated with the primates of the colony, not in the civil rule but in affairs of a commercial character.

In 1635, Maverick went to Virginia to purchase corn, stock, etc. Samuel Maverick, who had been in Virginia near twelve months, now returned with two pinnaces and brought some fourteen heifers and about eighty goats (having lost above twenty by the way). One of his pinnaces was above forty tons, of cedar, built at Barbados and brought to Virginia by Capt Powell, who there dying, she was sold for a small matter. There died in Virginia (by his relation) this last year above eighteen hundred.

Samuel Maverick was one of the earliest (if not the earliest) of slaveholders in Massachusets. A Captain William Pierce, who was a prominent person of the early years of the colony, carried to the West Indies in 1637 some captive Pequots to sell slaves. On his return from the Tortugas, 26th Feb., 1638, he had as a part of his cargo a number of negroes. These appear to have been purchased by Samuel Maverick and others. 'This is the first notice,' says Felt in his Annals of Salem, 'that we have of this disenfanchised class.'

'1639. The 2d of October, about 9 of the clock in the morning, Mr. Maverick's negro woman came to my chamber window, and in her own country's language and tune sang very loud and shrill; going out to her, she used a great deal of respect towards me, and willingly would have expressed her grief in English; but I apprehended it by her countenance and deportment, whereupon I repaired to my host to learn of him the cause and resolved to entreat him in her behalf, for that I understood before that she had been a queen in her own country, and observed a very humble and dutiful garb used towards her by another negro who was her maid. Mr. Maverick was desirous to have a breed of negroes, and therefore seeing she would not yield by persuasions to company with a negro young man he had in his house, he commanded him, nill'd he, nill'd she, to go to bed to her, which was no sooner done but she kicked him out again. This she took in high disdain beyond her slavery, and this was the cause of her grief.' (Mass. Hist. Coll., Vol. III)

There is but little doubt that the authorities were jealous or suspicious of Mr. Maverick, as indeed they were of all who held views contrary to their own; and it is probable that the severe treatment he received at their hands influenced his subsequent conduct. He does not come under the head of the 'pilgrim fathers.' He was an Episcopalian and a royalist, evidently a good liver, a whole-souled, jovial Englishman, generous and kind, but not sympathizing with the Puritans in their peculiarities. Probably of a firm disposition, and not inclined to be subservient to the dictation of others, he naturally came in conflict with the more rigid rules of his neighbors. Possessing these traits of character, he was not a favorite with the colonial govenment and, in turn, he had no great respect for it, especially as he found it vacillating in its actions in most important matters relating to the welfare of the colony. And still he was always found ready to unite with the colonists and do his full share in any public undertaking.

Mr. Maverick's hospitality and humane disposition sometimes brought him into trouble and expense. He may not always have been prudent or particular enough in the objects of his charity; but at this lapse of time it is impossible to decide upon the merits of individual cases, especially when the records, of necessity, give only the bare facts without attending circumstances which, if known, might palliate seeming crime.

His hospitable disposition subjected him to numerous fines which, however, were frequently remitted; indeed, he seems generally to have been at war with the government.

There are many instances recorded where Maverick was entrusted with public matters, even before his appointment as royal commissioner, and these instances only show that he possessed the confidence of the colonial government, and that they were willing to avail themselves of his services, although they did not allow him to hold any office.

Without going into further detail to prove the assertion, it may be safely stated that, so far as the records bear testimony to Maverick's position in society, he appears to have deserved, and to have received, the confidence and respect of those with whom he was associated, both in public and private life.

Prominent among those in the Massachusetts colony who were opposed to the prevailing principles of ecclesiastical policy and the practices under them was Samuel Maverick. The fact that his Episcopacy entirely excluded him from office was not calculated to conciliate his feelings towards the authorities, or bring about a change in his opinions. On the contrary, he and others who were under the same disabilities, the longer they were made in this way to suffer, were the more determined in their views, and commenced a course of proceedings for the advancement of religious freedom by far the most formidable which had yet been witnessed in New England.

'It may appear strange that Mr. Maverick should submit to so many indignities as from time to time it has been seen that he did; a man that Boston could not do without.' (History of Boston, Drake)

When considering the peculiar circumstances under which he was placed, and the evident fact that his position as a man of wealth, liberality, hospitality, public spirit, enterprise and rank in society, demanded at least equal rights and privileges, it must be admitted that he exercised exemplary patience.

His efforts were successful and on the 23d of April, 1664, Charles II appointed four commissioners, of whom Samuel Maverick was one, to whom extraordinary powers were given to reduce 'the Dutch at the Manhadoes,' to visit the New England colonies, and hear and determine all matters of complaint, settle conflicting questions which had arisen concerning the charters, and indeed, to adjust all difficulties, and effect the peace of the country.

In the spring of 1664, intelligence came to this country that several ships were soon to arrive from England, and with them persons of distinction. The ships sailed from Portsmouth, England, having on board four hundred and fifty men.

Maverick's duties under the ministry did not wholly cease with the recall of the commission; for the King's confidence in him was so great that he was selected from all the other commissioners to continue his labors in the royal service." (History of East Boston, Sumner, 1858)

Regarding this original "New Yorker”, Samuel Maverick: "He married Amyes, or Amias Thompson, the widow of his friend David Thompson, who died about 1628. Their elder son, Nathaniel, died at Barbados in 1673, leaving a son Nathaniel, and other children, from whom are descended the Mavericks of Texas, styling himself in his will, Feb. 24, 1673-4, of the Parish of St. Lucy's in the Island of Barbados, Esquire. His children, in the order in which they were given in his will," included John, Samuel (Captain) and Nathaniel.

"In this will, dated August 16, 1670, the last three sons were mentioned as all under 21 years of age. This will was witnessed by John Maverick, Samuel Maverick. It may be assumed that the first two witnesses were not the minor sons of Nathaniel Maverick, and also that the minors of 1670 were not the Charleston settlers, 'John and Samuel Maverick, brothers,' being original settlers of Charlestown, South Carolina, 1670-80. It therefore seems reasonable to believe that the John Maverick who went from the Barbados to Carolina in 1670-1 was John, son of Rev. John Maverick.

Mr. J. R. Hutchinson of London, in his Genealogical Notes from the HIgh Court of Admiralty Examinations, has contributed a bit of information of considerable interest, viz., 'John Maverick of Dorchester in New England, sailor, deposes 24 April, 1645, aged 24. His brother liveth by Boston.'

This deposition identified the John Maverick of Boston who had a wife Jane, and who, it was conjectured, was perhaps a son of Samuel Maverick of Noddles Island and a grandson of Rev. John Maverick, as another son of Rev. John Maverick. He was undoubtedly the John Maverick who married at All Hallows, London Wall, 15 April 1645, Jane Andrewes. They had a son named John, born April 18, 1653.

This John Maverick, father of John and Dorothy, disappears from New England some time before 1670. According to the Maverick Family records (Ency. of the New West, Texas Volume, 1881), John was a younger brother of Samuel, who settled on Noddles Island and was the ancestor of Samuel Maverick, who was killed in front of the old South Church, in Boston, in the earliest resistance to the home government of England, March 5, 1770. Mr. John Maverick and servants from Barbados arrived in Carolina 8 February 1670-1. He was a large land owner in the first town of Charlestown, possessing lot No. 43, of the first 62 lots laid out in the present city of Charleston. He was elected a member of the colonial parliament by the free-holders of the city in the year 1672, being the first popular election held in that colony, and probably the first ever held on this continent." (Chabot)

The word maverick is of Texas origin. It honors Samuel Augustus Maverick, who on January 24, 1835, left Pendleton, S.C. with forty-five slaves, bound for a plantation his father had given him on the Tennessee River, fourteen miles from Florence, Alabama.  A self-described 'recreant governor of negrodom,' he disliked supervising slaves and chose not to settle there permanently. Instead, via New Orleans, he visited Texas. While in San Antonio, the Mexican Army arrived and placed him under house arrest. Released after some weeks, he joined nearby forces laying siege to the town.

December 4th his diary reads: "Attack made, myself going with Col. Milam at the head of the right division. Johnson commanded the left."

"On that first morning, they made their way through gardens and along the the bare ground near the river to the city's outer ring of fortress-like houses. Many paused on reaching the safety of a building to stare curiously at the thick-walled structure, so new and foreign to their eyes. With his three months' knowledge of the city, Maverick remained intent on his personal mission: to direct Milam safely along Acequia Street to the De la Garza house in the heart of Bexar.

The Mexican garrison soon became aware of the intruders, of course, and the plaza and Alamo batteries 'poured forth continuous volleys of shot.' The attackers dug trenches between the buildings that they held, cut openings in adobe house walls, and peppered Mexican batteries with rifle fire. The assault force suffered parched throats, but a trip to the river for water could cost a man his life.

On the morning of the second day, the southerners and Texians who made up the invading army peered from windows to see a dark red flag flying from the roof of the central church. Cos was announcing that he would give no quarter.

They responded by pushing onward, taking house after house. With crowbars, they would attack the soft stone, pour rifle fire into the hole they had created, then climb in and move from room to room, rifles ready. Sometimes opposing soldiers would occupy rooms of the same house, until the Mexicans fled under the invaders' fusillade or fell in hand-to-hand combat. By evening, the seige force held whole blocks of houses and had connected them with trenches. They also held the De la Garza house.

However, on the third day, they lost their commander. Ben Milam took a bullet in the head and died a hero. He had lived long enough to scent victory, to see both the De la Garza home and Johnson's first objective, the Veramendi house, taken. In fact, he was standing in the yard of the latter, the home of James Bowie's father-in-law, when the bullet pierced his brain.

Years later, Sam Maverick would tell his children the story of how he caught Milam as the commander fell. His son George recalled standing at the Veramendi house with his father as Maverick pointed to the southeast corner and told him, 'There Ben Milam was shot--as he staggered back I caught him in my arms.' Pointing toward Veramendi Street, he continued, 'There during the fight I helped to cut off a man's leg, and we saved his life.'

The man was Thomas William Ward, a member of the New Orleans Greys who was to have a distinguished career in Texas, despite numerous mishaps. Sixteen years after the siege, Maverick would hold Ward up as an exemplary model for another son, writing, 'Col. Ward is a particular old comrade of mine whose left leg I assisted in cutting off, after it had been smashed by a cannon ball in the street opposite La Garza's in December 1835.' Maverick remembered that Ward 'begged me to hand him a pistol to end his unhappy life, when we were in the old mill several days after losing his leg & when our situation was unpleasant. But he repented of this; and ever after bears up against misfortune with a brave heart.'

Now Johnson and Maj. Robert Morris of the New Orleans Greys took over, and their frontier army prepared to push into Main Plaza itself, where the central church housed the Mexicans' powder magazines.

On the fourth day, Ugartechea returned with five hundred reinforcements, but the Anglo-Americans pressed onward, infiltrating the buildings of the central city. The fifth day Cos tried a last ruse, sending five or six hundred soldiers marching toward the American camp in hopes of drawing the invaders from Bexar. But the invaders simply watched from their fortifications, knowing that they had the upper hand.

That night at nine, the Mexicans mounted an offensive, pouring artillery fire into the American strongholds. The barrage nearly leveled the walls, but the Mexicans failed to press the advantage. They had learned too well how deadly their foe could be with rifle or Bowie knife. Now the invaders rose from behind their leveled walls and penetrated to the very heart of the Mexican defenses. In the darkness, they captured key positions around Main Plaza and seized the cannon that had inflicted the most damage.

Cos knew he was beaten. On the morning of the sixth day, a white flag flew over the Alamo ruins; a force of no more than 350 had defeated a firmly entrenched garrison of more than 1,100. Maverick accompanied Burleson, Johnson, and Morris to the surrender ceremony." (Turn Your Eyes Toward Texas, Paula Mitchell Marks, 1989)

"Sam Maverick might well have been among his new friends who died as heroes in the Battle of the Alamo," but the "men of San Antonio recognized in the slender young lawyer qualities of courage and intelligence, and they elected him in February, 1836, to represent them in the independence convention at Washington-on-the-Brazos. This convention had been called to decide if Texas were to remain an independent state, faithful to the Mexican govenment under the consititution of 1824, or if it were to declare itself a free and sovereign nation. He would help to write the constitution for the Republic of Texas; and the peaceful years he spent at Yale University were in surroundings far different than he was to find later in a Mexican prison.

One time in 1839 when he left with a survey party, Mary made him promise that he would be back by a certain day. He kept his promise and returned with one or two others of the party. The night after they left camp, all but one of the group they left behind were killed by Indians.

Thirty-three Indians were killed (March 19, 1840) the day of the Council House Massacre (in which Maverick participated), and thirty-three were taken prisoner. Six Americans were killed and one Mexican; ten Americans were wounded." (Samuel A. Maverick, Kathryn & Irwin Sexton, 1964)

"September 11th (1842), Sunday morning, at day-break, General Adrian Woll with a large force of Mexicans consisting of cavalry and artillery to the number of thirteen hundred suddenly appeared before San Antonio, and captured the place. It was a complete surprise. The court was in session at the time and, including the members of the bar and Judge of the district court, fifty-three Americans were captured, one of whom was Mr. Maverick.

Before the little band surrendered, they showed a bold and vigorous front, even in the face of such fearful odds. They fortified themselves in the Maverick residence at the corner of Commerce and Soledad Streets--some of them mounted upon the roof. When the Mexican troops entered Main Plaza, the Texans fired upon them briskly, killing two and wounding twenty-six, six of whom died of their wounds." (Samuel Maverick, Texan, 1803-1870, Rena Maverick Green, 1952)

To assuage the grief of losing his favorite daughter, he was urged to join an arduous expedition to open a trade route to Chihuahua through El Paso. "October 2 (1848), they reached the Rio Grande, where Maverick recorded, 'We killed and ate a panther.' They went without food for a dozen days before reaching the Mexican settlement of San Carlos."

His wife recorded "twenty-one cholera deaths in San Antonio on one day, April 22. The night before, the Mavericks' only remaining daughter had had a dream. The girl talked of wearing a flowing white dress and riding in a carriage to a church in which people dressed in white were gathered. 'It was a prophesy of her shroud and burial and resurrection,' wrote her mother, for on the evening of April 23 she became ill and by nine the next morning she was dead." (Marks)

During the Civil War, S. A. Maverick's slaves numbered twenty, almost all female. His devout wife later wrote that regardless of her efforts to be a good slave owner, she could not "see that one loves me or cares constantly to please me." The purchase of four in particular, she said, "soon proved to be a perfectly worthless investment." In an 1852 diary entry she refers to her "miserable servants" and calls herself "the slave of slaves." (Marks)

Samuel A. Maverick's father, Samuel Maverick of Pendleton, S. C., in correspondence with his daughter, wrote: "I was born in Charlestown, now Charleston, South Carolina, on the 30th of December, 1772. My blessed mother was Lydia Turpin, the daughter of Capt. Joseph Turpin and Mary Turpin; this Joseph Turpin, my grandfather, was the son of Joseph Turpin of Providence, R. I., a (Quaker) merchant and ship owner of that place, many years before the American Revolution, and owned a considerable part of that place, and was said gave the burial ground to Providence. My grandmother was the daughter of Isaack and Easter Brown of Rheobath, five or six miles below Providence, on the west side of Providence River and opposite two little islands and the town of Potucket. She, my blessed grandmother, was born on the 20th of February, 1731, and died in Charleston, S. C., Oct. 20, 1796. My father and mother were married in Charleston, S. C. My mother married a second time, General Robert Anderson of Pendleton District, S. C. And my mother died Jan. 19, 1803. I was married in Pendleton Dist., S. C., to your mother, Elizabeth Anderson, the youngest daughter of General Robert Anderson. Samuel Augustus Maverick was born July 23, 1803. Your mother died at Montpelier, Pendleton, now Anderson Dist., S. C., Sept. 27, 1818, aged 35 years.

My father, Samuel Maverick, was born in Charlestown and was the son of Samuel Maverick, and his father Samuel was the son of John Maverick or Samuel Maverick. They were here before Charleston was laid off or built on. John Maverick was elected by the Free Holders a member of the New Parliament, and it is the first popular election on record in South Carolina on the 9th of April, 1672, and he owned lot No. 43, one of the first sixty-two lots laid off, having surrendered his lots in the first Charlestown, several miles to the west. The Maverick family had been here a considerable time and were seafaring people and shipbuilders in the first settlement of the country. I presume that Samuel Maverick who was found comfortably settled on Noddles Island, now East Boston, was either my great-grandfather or his brother, the said John Maverick mentioned before. My grandfather, my father's father, Samuel Maverick, was born in Charlestown, and was a ship carpenter on James Island and had a ship yard on that island which we lost by possession; he, my grandfather, married my grandmother, my father's mother, in Charlestown; her maiden name was Catherine Coyer; she came to Charlestown, S. C. when a child and she was born in London in 1720 and died in Charlestown, Oct. 3, 1799, aged 79 years. She, my father's mother, had two children; viz., my father Samuel and his sister. My father died with the dropsy in the town of Providence, R. I. Jan. 3, 1784, reduced by the war of the Revolution and by the depreciation of continental money to the greatest poverty, aged 42 years; he had been taken a prisoner and lay on board the Old Jersey prison ship eleven months, in handcuffs, and was at last exchanged and turned ashore, without hat or shoes, and walked on foot from New York to Charleston, S. C., in the year 1778. He then sold out for continental money and removed by land with my mother and myself and one negro woman, Rose, in company with the Turpin family."

"Sam Maverick wrote to his son Samuel Augustus, Letter No. 47, 1842, Transcript, Maverick Papers, The University of Texas, 'My father was a patriot in the American Revolution and lost every dollar of a considerable estate (including fifteen ships) and his life from confinement.

My grandfather, Joseph Turpin, had twenty-two square rigged vessels, brigs and schooners, which were all lost, every cent.'" (With the Makers of San Antonio, Frederick Charles Chabot, 1937)

In reference to their vast land-ownership, he further wrote, August 6, 1845: "You and I Sam are like the boy who was to have all the apples he could carry in his arms, he took too many, & like our lands, all dropped out. It puzzles me to pay taxes & keep up marks. If I had my life to live over again I would instead of purchasing the most purchase the best & in no place where it was unhealthy; there I would set down & like a Hindoo Yoga look at the point of my own nose. We have been both working for our grandchildren, and whether what we have heaped up is for their good or for their bad, we know not; it is even more difficult to know whether they will ever get it or not." (Marks)

"A severe depression spread through the country in 1891, and in the ensuing panic Albert Maverick lost most of his fortune." (A Maverick Abroad, Foot Travels in England and France, 1876, Albert Maverick, 1965)

[Indeed, of his father's "over 300,000 located acres in thirty-two counties spread through Central and West Texas" (Marks), Albert Maverick's grandchildren were ultimately to inherit next to nothing.

A family coat of arms was inherited through Catherine Coyer (or Le Coier) Maverick. Her son Samuel, the father of Samuel Maverick of Pendleton, S.C., was one of the largest landowners in the country and the husband of Elizabeth Anderson, the youngest daughter of General Robert Anderson of Revolutionary note. Samuel Maverick of Pendleton's grandson Albert Maverick, in turn, married Jane Lewis Maury, great-granddaughter of General Andrew Lewis, very much favored by George Washington. "Samuel Augustus received one slave in his grandfather's (General Anderson's) will." (Marks)

"The name occurs in various forms as Mavericke, Mauerricke, Madericke and Mathericke.

There are traditions of a Maverick having got into trouble at Tavistock during the 14th or 15th century, when somebody's head got broken; not at all an unlikely incident, but no documentary evidence exists to prove it, and the name does not occur in any known records of the town.

Whatever may have been the circumstances which took them there, the Mavericks were settled early in the 16th century at Awliscombe, a villiage in East Devon, two or three miles from the old market town of Honiton.

The name of the villiage occurs as Aulescombe, Olescombe, Ewelescombe, with other variants. It lies in a valley north west of Honiton, on the other side of the river Otter, here crossed by a bridge at the end of the town.

In pre-reformation times part of the manor, and the advowson of the church, belonged to Dunkeswell Abbey, situated not far off. These at the dissolution of the monasteries were granted to the Russells, Earls of Bedford. Another part of the manor was given in the 15th century to the Mayor and Chamber of Exeter.

Robert Maverick of Awliscombe is the first member of the family of whom there are any definite records. He was born early in the 16th century, most likely in pre-reformation times.

The actual name of the family first occurs in 1560 when Radford Maverick, probably the fifth son and sixth child was baptised.

It must be emphasized that all details have been taken from original sources; that the descent from Robert Maverick, who died in 1573, is perfectly clear, needing no conjectural suggestions nor imaginary interpolations to support it.

PETER MAVERICK. The direct ancestor of the Mavericks of Massachusetts was the eldest son of Robert Maverick. If, as is most likely, he was about two and twenty when he took holy orders, he would have been born about 1550.

The earliest record that we have of him is his ordination by Bishop Woolton in the private chapel of the Bishop's Palace at Exeter, where he was ordained deacon on January 15th, 1573-4, and priest on the 16th of March following.

In the Bishop's register his name occurs as 'Petrus Bull als Maverick.'

He married at Awliscombe on November 7, 1577, the register recording that on this day the marriage of Peter Maverick and Dorothie Tucke.

As he was at the time of his marriage a clerk in holy orders, Peter may then have been serving as curate at Awliscombe (where he was vicar from 1580).

In 1601, Peter Maverick drew up a return of the 'Vicarage of Awliscombe.' A new terrier, or parochial record, was written by him in 1613 in which he mentions that he had built a new vicarage at his 'own proper costs and charges.' This old vicarage stood in the hollow below the church.

On February 3rd, 1616 was instituted into the vicarage of Awliscombe, the benefice being void 'per necem Petri Mavericke.'

This ominous term, 'by violent death,' shadows the close of Peter Maverick's life with mystery.

When, on October 28th, 1578, Peter Maverick baptized his first-born child, a son, in the fine old 15th century font at Awliscombe, and named him John, he must have felt some of those aspirations and hopes concerning the boy's future which would occur to any serious minded parent at such a time.

The Mavericks were prosperous. The Tuckes, John's grandparents, were amongst some of the most important people in the parish of Awliscombe. Hopes of further social advancement for his son must have passed through Peter's thoughts if he ventured to look forward.

But never we may feel sure did he think of that life attaining its ripe fullness in the New World, not long discovered by West Country adventurers; vaguely described in Devon's seaports by weather-beaten mariners, whose tales were only half credited, or told as marvels on winter evenings round the fire on the open hearth.

Peter Maverick had no university degree. That omission was rectified in the education of his son. There are indications that the Mavericks were in better circumstances after the death of Robert Maverick in 1573. Radford matriculated at Exeter College, Oxford, in 1581. He was Rector of Trusham in 1586, and may have given some assistance to his nephew when John followed his uncle's footsteps to the same college in 1595. Two years later he took holy orders, being ordained in the private chapel of the Bishop's Palace in Exeter, receiving deacon's and priest's orders on the same day, July 29, 1597. In 1599 he took his B.A. and his Masters degree in 1603.

Not only was he an ordained minister, but he was also a married man. On October 28th, 1600 (the anniversary of his baptism twenty years previously), he was married at Ilsington to Mary Gye of that parish.

John was probably serving as his uncle's curate, for nothing is recorded of his clerical work until 1615, when he was instituted to the rectory of Beaworthy in North Devon.

Beaworthy, where John Maverick was instituted Rector, August 30th, 1615, lies on the north west of Devon, a little distance from the borders of Dartmoor. It is remote and little known at the present day; its conditions in the early years of the 17th century are past imagining. As a residence for a man of scholarly tastes such as John Maverick seems to have possessed, it must have been exile indeed. All that can be said is that a minister who resided there fourteen years would have been able to adapt himself far more easily to life in the recently founded settlements of New England, than many of his clerical brethren.

The church is very small, and, though it exhibits a few features of Norman work, it is neither dignified nor interesting. The dedication is to St. Alban, which is rather remarkable, for there is little to associate the proto-martyr of England with Devon. The one local event was an annual fair on July 25th, of which the principal feature was a race of old women for a greased pig. The fair, with or without the pig, survived until recent years.

John Maverick's life is so definitely divided into two parts that it is worthwhile to pause here and briefly explain the ecclesiastical conditions of the period which drove him and so many more clergy out of the land of their birth to the New World across the sea.

All through the reign of Elizabeth there had been a party in the reformed church who did not consider that church sufficiently reformed. They demanded a more complete rejection of rites and ceremonies, a 'purifying' as they expressed it, from certain doctrines, superstitions, ceremonials and formal expressions of reverence. It is difficult to see, had their demands been complied with, what would have been left. The Elizabethan bishops made a firm stand. Possibly they over-did their firmness, for drastic pains and penalties, in the form of fines, excommunication (then a really weighty punishment) and imprisonments, were imposed upon these 'Puritans,' nor were spies and informers lacking who reported the behavior unpopular in their parishes.

Ecclesiastical matters had been allowed to drift in the last years of the old Queen. James the First now ascended the throne. At a conference held at Hampton Court, James declared: 'I will make them conform or I will harry them out of the land.' Little did he realize the effect of this declaration on the history of the whole modern world.

The first flights were made to Holland, the old refuge of those who suffered religious persecution in England; but Holland soon discovered that friendship with King James was not compatible with sheltering his rebellious subjects. Political considerations had the mastery; without being exactly refused protection the Puritans were no longer welcomed; they saw they must look elsewhere for a refuge, and they turned their eyes towards the New World.

They were checked even in this direction. Several families went to Virginia, but when it was discovered that many more were preparing to embark, so far from 'harrying them out of the country' they were forbidden to leave without special license from the King.

Persecution is a course that cuts its own throat. The Puritans were determined to migrate, so they provided themselves with what ultimately proved the most magnificent and powerful credentials that ever founded a People. The royal licenses for which the ever impoverished James was quite willing to be paid, were those Charters for Permission to Trade, which, by what has been termed a daring breach of the law, were treated by those to whom they were issued as grants for founding the political self governing Settlement of Massachusetts.

English affairs strengthened their powers and assisted their independence. In the earlier years of their enterprise they looked back to England for help, depending a great deal on food supplies sent out to them, while, with more diffidence than might have been expected, they humbly asked for advice concerning the management of their colony, from a Government at that time incapable of managing itself, though not unwilling to try and manage other people. Finally affairs at home 'did so take up the King and Council that they had neither the heart nor leisure to take up the affairs of New England.'

New England was all the better for it; the settlers managed their own affairs and prospered exceedingly.

The majority of the Mavericks were now settled in Honiton, a fairly numerous group of cousins, all John's connections, descendants of Robert of Awliscombe. From Honiton it is not far into Dorsetshire, and it is in Dorsetshire that we must look for the influence which led the Mavericks to New England.

The then rector of St. Peter's Church, Dorchester, was the Rev. John White, who has been described as 'a masterful old Puritan.' He held the living from 1606 until his death in 1648, but his place in history is connected with New England.

It has been said of Sir Walter Raleigh that he 'understood that the road to England's greatness, which was more to him than all other good things, lay across the sea.' The Rev. John White seems to have held the same opinion, and applied his wealth and influence to affording practical assistance to those willing to take that road.

He dispatched a party from Dorsetshire in 1624. Some years later he procured the 'Charter of Corporation for the Governor and Company of Massachusetts Bay in New England;' this was dated March 4, 1628-9.

The vessels came over in little convoys of six or eight for mutual assistance and protection. They were armed for defense against Spanish warships or possible pirates. On board, besides the colonists with their wives and children, were horses, cattle, goats and sheep. A prosperous voyage took about six weeks.

John Maverick formally resigned Beaworthy rectory in 1629-30. The dates are perplexing, complicated by the year being then reckoned to begin on March 25th. That same month of March he was chosen at Plymouth (Devon) as one of the teachers of the Puritan church, and soon afterwards he sailed for New England in the Mary and John. These were the founders of Dorchester, Mass.

Armed with the new Charter, John Winthrop began establishing the settlement. As his license was nominally for a Trading Company, the usual terms of the English Guilds, or Trading Companies, were offered to the settlers; they had to become 'Freemen of the Company' to secure permission to trade.

An incident of John Maverick's life in Dorchester (Mass.) is recorded by Winthrop:--'1632, March 19 Mr. Maverick, one of the ministers of Dorchester, in drying a little powder, which took fire by the head of the fire pan, fired a small barell of two or three pounds, yet did no other harm but singed his clothes. It was in the New Meeting House, which was thatched, and the thatch was only blackened a little.'

John Maverick was highly esteemed by all in the Colony. He is called the 'godly Mr. John Maverick.'

Either John Maverick went to live with his son or was staying there at the time of his death; a record of the 'decease of the Fathers of New England' includes '3 February, 1636. The Rev. John Maverick of Dorchester, died at Boston.'

John Maverick's widow (Mary Gye) survived her husband many years. She made her home with her son Samuel in the house he had built shortly before his father's death on Noddles Island, Boston. In 1665 mention is made that Mr. Maverick had his mother, wife, children and brother living with him. They then were on Rhode Island." (Cresswell)
