Learned Register Report

Surname variations include: Larned, Learned, Learnard, Larnard, Lerned, Larnet, Larnett and Lernett.

First Generation 
—————————————————————————————————————————————

1. William1 LEARNED was born circa 1581 in Bermondsey, Surrey, England[1], as based upon his date of marriage. William died in Woburn, Middlesex co., MA on 1 March 1645/6; he was 64[2,3].

William and his family migrated to New England by 1630[1], where he was admitted as an inhabitant of Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA that year[3,6,7]. “William Learned and Goodith his wife” were admitted to the church at Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA on 6d:10m(December):1632[1,6].  He made Freeman there on 14 May 1634[1,4].  William and his family remained in Charlestown for roughly a decade -- he is on the lists of Charlestown residents of 9 January 1633/4 and January 1635/6[3,8].  Then, they removed to Woburn, Middlesex co., MA in 1640[1].

In Charlestown, William acquired and divested a great deal of real estate.  In 1635, he was allotted two shares of hayground, which was subsequently increased to three[1,12], and he surrendered 5 acres on the Mystic Side[1,11].

On 13 January 1636/7 the Charlestown selectmen “agreed to allow Goodman Learned a portion of marsh by his house agreed upon by Goodman Richeson & Goodman W[illia]m Baker for his haylot by Mr. Gibbon’s which he yieldeth up to the town”[1,17].

In 1637, he had a 10-acre lot (number 7 on the Mystic Side)[6], and another 5 acres of land on the Mystic Side[1,13].   In addition, “W[illia]m Lernett” had 3.75 cow commons that year[1,14].  In the Mystic Side allotments of 23 April 1638 he received portions of 15, 40 and 5 acres[1,15].

Thus, in the 1638 Charlestown Book Of Possessions, “William Lernett” had 7 parcels of land:  three acres of arable land and meadow, along with a dwelling house next to the “Olde Meeting House”; four acres arable land in the East Field; 3.75 cow commons; two acres of meadow in the Mystic Marshes; five acres of woods in the Mystic Field; fifteen acres of woods in the Mystic Field next to the Common; and forty acres of land in the Rock Field[6,9,10].  The 3.75 cow commons were further noted in an inventory of 20 December 1638[1,16].

William signed the petition on 10 February 1634/5 which established the office of the Selectman in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA[3,20].  He himself served as Selectman in 1636[1,19].  On 26 April 1638, William was named to the Charlestown committee “to consider of some things tending towards a body of laws &c”.  Anderson uses this as evidence of his higher education level[1,18].

On 16 November 1637 “Will[iam] Larnet acknowledged his fault in subscribing the seditious writing [in favor of Rev. John Wheelwright], & desiring his name to [be] crossed out, it was yielded his, & crossed”[3,5].  The case of the Reverend John Wheelwright involved the Antinomian movement of the 1630s in the Boston Area.  Bucking church authority was a part of Wheelwright’s nature, it would seem.  Whilst a preacher in England, he was censured for non-conformity for his embrasure of Puritan sentiments.  After arriving in Boston, Suffolk co., MA in 1636, he was soon suspected of following the Antinomian tenets proposed by his sister-in-law, Mrs. Anne Hutchinson.  Thus, he was censured again, this time by the Puritan government under Governor John Winthrop after delivering a sermon at Mount Wollaston (now Quincy), Norfolk co., MA, disfranchised and banished.  Unlike most Antinomian banishees, he went north to Maine instead of south to Rhode Island.  Ever the contrarian…  Wheelwright was forgiven in the 1650s when the hysteria over Antinomianism wore off.

On 22 April 1606 when William was 25, he first married Goodith GILMAN, in St. Olave, Southwark, Surrey, England[2,3,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,36].

Goodith died sometime after 1632 in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA[3].  It is worth noting that “Goodith” is neither a corruption of “Goodwife” nor “Judith”, as has been proposed in several books, but her given name in its own right[3].

They had the following children:


2
i.
Sarah


3
ii.
Isaac


4
iii.
Bethia


5
iv.
Mary


6
v.
Abigail


7
vi.
Elizabeth

Generation: G9 Grandparents

Person Numbers: 3918/3919

After 1632 when William was 51, he second married Jane [surname not known], in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA[2,22,37,38].  This marriage is also in the Malden, Middlesex co., MA vital records (they lived in the section of that town which later became Woburn, Middlesex co., MA) with the bride’s name given as “Sarah”.  This name change stayed with her, either as a chronic mistake or as a preferred name of hers, for when Jane died on 24 January 1660/1 in Woburn, Middlesex co., MA[3,39,40] she was listed as “Sarah [sic] Learned widow”.  In March of 1660/1, the “inventory of the estate of the widow Jane Learned deceased in Malden” was taken.  Administration was granted to Ralph Shepard on 2 April 1661[3,39,40].

Second Generation 
—————————————————————————————————————————————

Family of William LEARNED (1) & Goodith GILMAN
2. Sarah2 LEARNED (William1) was born in 1607[2,41], probably in Bermondsey Surrey, England.  She died sometime after 1649, when he youngest child was born.

On 13 January 1623/4 when Sarah was 16, she first married Thomas EWER, in St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey, Surrey, England[2,49,50,51,52,53,24,54,55,28,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,41].  

Thomas was born in 1593 in Strood, Kent, England[2,63] and was baptized there on 10 March 1592/3[41]. He died in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA in 1638; he was 45[44,55,64].  Actually, he died sometime after 5 June 1638 -- when his name appears in the records -- and before 20 August 1638. Variations on his surname include Ewer, Ewre and Ewar.  Thomas lost his first wife and all three children by her -- presumably to illness -- before he married Sarah.

They had the following children(surnamed EWER):



i.
John



ii.
Sarah



iii.
Elizabeth



iv.
Thomas

The Ewer family came over on the James, Mr. John May, master.  Passengers on this trip embarked in London, Middlesex, England from 19 June-13 July.  The Ewer family is first on the manifest and is listed as “Thomas Ewer, tailor, 40; Sara Ewer, 28; Elizabeth Ewer, 4; Thomas Ewer, 1.5” [63,67,68].

They settled in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA where Thomas Ewer co-owned with Thomas Squire a “10-acre lot at Mystic side of Joseph Hubbard; and another of same lots” in 1637[44].  Sarah was admitted to the church at Charlestown on 12d:10m(December):1635/6[44] and Thomas was admitted to the church at Charlestown on 8d:11m(January):1635/6[44].  He made Freeman on 3 March 1635/6 -- the first in a sequence of three Charlestown men to take the Oath on that date[41,66].

Sarah must have been a strong, savvy woman, for on 4 December 1638, “[blank] Ewar was allowed executrix of her husband, Thom[as] Ewar, deceased”[42,43].  Thus, in the 1638 Charlestown Book Of Possessions, Sarah was listed as the owner of 11 lots:  a house in Middle Row, right next to the Market Place and Dock Lane; “3 roods” in East Field with a house; 1.5 acres in High Field; 2 acres at the South Meade; 6.25 cow commons; 8 acres in Line Field; 5 acres in the Mystic Marshes;  5 acres of woods by the driftway; another 5 acres of woods near the driftway towards the North River; 25 acres of woods near the common and Long Meade; and 60 acres in Rock Field[45,46,47].  “In 1639, “Sarah Ewer, widow, sole executrix of Thomas Ewer, deceased, bargained and sold unto Francis Willoughby of Charltowne, one dwelling house, with a garden plat, situate in the middle row, butting south and west upon the market place”[43,47,48].  Sarah either had moved or then moved to Barnstable, Barnstable co., MA, where she married Thomas Lothrop[44].

On 11 December 1639 when Sarah was 32, she second married Thomas LOTHROP, son of Reverend John LOTHROP & Hannah HOUSE, “in the Bay”[2,69,70,50,71,72,73,74,51,75,76,77,53,78,79,80,81,56,82,83,84,85,86,87,88,41,89].

The Reverend John LOTHROP noted that this marriage took place between “My son Tho[mas] and Brother Larnett’s daughter, widow Ewer”.

They had the following children (surnamed LOTHROP):



i.
Mary



ii.
Hannah



iii.
Thomas



iv.
Melatiah



v.
Bethiah

Generation: G8 Grandparents

Person Numbers: 1958/1959

3. Isaac LEARNED (William1) was born in 1624[2] and was baptized in Bermondsey, Surrey, England on 25 February 1623/4[3]. Isaac died in 1657; he was 33[2].

On 9 July 1646 when Isaac was 22, he married Mary STEARNS, daughter of Isaac STEARNS, in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA or Woburn, Middlesex co., MA[2,3].  Mary second married John BURGE in 1662. She was born in 1626 and died in 1663; at the age of 37[2].

4. Bethia LEARNED (William1) was born in 1612 and baptized in Bermondsey, Surrey, England on 29 October 1612[3].  There is no further record of her.

5. Mary LEARNED (William1) was born in 1615 and was baptized in Bermondsey, Surrey, England on 15 September 1615[3].  Mary died in 1625 and was buried on 26 July 1625 in Bermondsey, Surrey, England; she was 10[3].

6. Abigail LEARNED (William1) was born in 1618 and was baptized in Bermondsey, Surrey, England on 30 September 1618[3].  There is no further record of her.

7. Elizabeth LEARNED (William1) was born in 1621 and was baptized in Bermondsey, Surrey, England on 25 March 1621[3].  Before 1645 when Elizabeth was 24, she married John HALL, in Charlestown, Suffolk co., MA[3,91].
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