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A FORE-SPEECH

To the Reankr,

5T is neither to get moncy nor credis,
3 gentle Reader, thas I have underta-
ken thistaske, and written this Trea-
tife; for 1 am neither in name nor
in truth [o famous as to gaine cither
of thefe by writing, but even fimple neceﬁme, and
the vjolent conviction of truth and mine owne
confcience hash drawne me thereunto ; and I know,
t/mtzf Lhave any veward in this world, it will be
none other then to be reck:ned and vewarded a- ;
wongst thieves and malefators, but let God doe
what him pleafeth.

It grieveth mee much, that noman of gredter
eminence and learning will take in band this taske,
that conld have done it better, and alfo withmuch
bester acceptation then ten thoufand [uch as my
Jelfe des burwhat fhall I fay ? fince they all hold
their peace, let this be accounted as the confujed _
surmure,or Cry of a Stone, which ustereth a vehe-Luke 1940
ment (‘though unknowne) language, when they that

4 a treade




A Fore-fpeech

treade upon it m’tb highlookes,are both deafy anq " fhould find faith on the earth, or 59t ¢ For all onr Lukers. 8.

dumbe.

Indeed, thefe matters conceréz'ng the vight ga-
thering, conflituting and &overning the Church, |
are in oy dayes mattey s of. Qreat d/jfﬁmlt ,and dgj 'f

ferve the greateft care and Daines of the decpeft 1

- wits, and greatef} learning that is among§t w; §
though not in it felf more diffeuls thenother points, |
. v oppofition of the times, §
which kath long [Briven to darken the cleaye lightof
vhe truth inthefe points, andio uphold bumane de-
“vices and raditions, which in fLead of truth take

bus becaufz of the fHrong

up place in owr time : That as the Dbreaching of the

death andrcfurrettionof Chiift was tothe Gentiles |
* (that doted on carnall wifdome ) foolifhnefle foin ]
our tithz, whenmore [late and glory is ufed for the
gathering and governing of the Church,then eyer
Chrift ar his Apo[lles appointed, what marvell is it,
though it feeme 4 bafe and Jo0lifb thing, to fpeake
of gathering the vifible Church of Chrift by here
“and there aman out of countvies and citics ? when |
it 1 8OW 1) great matter to bring a whole Nation, |
| cgm{z‘/lz'ng of divers millions,of men and ~womzen, to |
be avifible Chuych of Chrift in one day. And iniced |
Cif fuch wonders conld be Wrought,as are pretended,
our Saviour Chrift bad anzedle e Frare if tehould
come in 0%y dayes, that made quefFion whether hee |
: Should

to the Reader.

Nation 1 faithfull, and we seed not cry out with

David for help t0 God, becaufe nota godly man is PRLia. 1,

left, bur may vather fBand forth and challenge the
powersof hell.and [ay,beftirre thee Divell,for here
is fearce an ungodly man lefi.

“But ifafter all thefe loud boaflings it be yet as
hard to find faithfulnefJe 5 fincerity as ever it was,
and that our fBately Religion, be (inthe mof} part )
rather a [uper }itious cuflometa breed fecurity,then
any matter of weight or worth to rejoyce in ; and
that Gods people are ftill few, and fiarce one of a
hundredyifthis be true,as beaven and earth knowes
it o be true, then mo man [bonld adventure wpon

Y the bare applaufe of the times, or common cuffomes

of the multitude ; but [hould try himfelfe by a more

better and founder rule,left he run with the multi-

sude in the broad svay that leads to death.
“Buswhom [ball 1 appeale to for judgement of

‘this booke 2 it is an old maxime, and anew Oracle ,

that the judgement of the cunlgar is orth nothing,
foas.if it bave no approbation of Divines, it may
be carryed to-the firnace.

And as for themof part of our formall Schollers,
who have (et Divinity in the pilloyy,and wrote oer
i#,The Church of England, & make it their decpet
Pudy 1o fet times.and trurh at unity, baving by
. ' 43 long




A Fore-fpeech
long euflome [o clipped the holy tongue, that they

Judg.126. cannot pronounce Shiboleth, bus ferting onely

face upon Religion, bave like Water-men gope
backeward [o faft fiomit, till they come betweene

the confumption of grace, and the affumption of

preferment ; from fuch I muf} appeale, as no fis
Judges in this controverfie, expeéting rather that
they fhould be tormentors and butchers of all fuch
as call any of their formall courfes in quefbion,

then be patient bearers of any thing that friketh

at their outward glory.

to the Reader. -
corruptions of this age,but if be be ferupulous,and
will not fwallos up alland beld bis towgue ar that
for whlich hisbhears fimiterh him, hee may as well be
canonized for a Saint in Rome, as regiftred for a
Divine in England, buz fhall paffe under the terme
of @ puney or bufle fellow, norwithflanding any
gifts of learning or other endowments, ¢has fo the

i. - Argument of the lewes againft (brift, Iohn 7.48.

may alwayes be in a readine(fe vo flop the moushes of
the fimple.
And as I'ttle bope is there of any equall [entence

© nameson-

Lok thele  Alfo forshe Reformifts, though théir grounds
Iy for di- looke the [ame ay that mine doe, yet many of them
 tinttion, have fuffered their eves [0 1o dagle upon their

fg'{i;;(ﬁe' Jormall neighbours (who with a little yeelding to

from any of the [Friék [eparation, [eceing if aman
agree with them in all points, (e one onely (though
it be but about hearing a Sermon inan old Temple)
they will account him as bad as the wor(t ; 1f any

the times, fit warme in their nefs, and live more |
like Princes than Apofiles) that now they begin to

call their owne wifdoms and foundneffe in quefbion,
andrather [ufpet that their owne hearts have de-

ceivedthem, then that the truth bash over (vayed |
them, and are much more willing to embyace any 3
connfell thas may procssre them flefbly liberty, then
lend an eare to onght that (hall perfade themto s |

fricter or better courfe, and therefore I dave not
permit them for Tudges therein. Neither indeed is

there any whom thefe times will acknowledge for 4§
Divine, which s nod more or leffe tainted with the |
corr “‘Dﬁj i

(hall like this project, they muft furely be men of
name, whatfoever they be of naturc ; and there-
fore I may wel! fay, 1 will appeale to no body, bus
oney to bim that judgeth without refpect of perfons.
- And in the meane time, 1 muft accouns it my
greate crofle, that 1 muft thus differ from fo
many learned and godly mea in thefe points, and
loth I was todoe it, but that necefSityconflrained
meey and the more, for that 1 fée many Chriftians
intangled in the boughsof the tree, which never
obferve the caufe that lyeth intheroote, being af~
fured thatif they lived in a Church that inthe body
: thereof




| to the Reader ~
A [0 hall bee be more fenfiple of the corruption

avd bondage which is iy thefe Aflemblies, and
§ more feitled to love and maintaine the purity
§ and liberty of the Gofpell in_the right order

| thereof. -

The third thine. requived, is, to count the . . 2

@ CORAd sl Lukc 14,28
colt, and t0 have the price veady to lay downe
Whenfoever it g ¢alley Sory be it goods, be it

A fore fpeech

thereof were the feare of God, thofe abufes and

do18.0, SOLTUPEIONS S20Uld. fOone be remedied | but being
Judgs '24otberwzfe, Jyou may as well rob Micah of his
Idolls, and heare no complaint, a5 you may Jrip

them of their corruptions, and beare no cly-

mour. ' 3

" Three things there are vequired of him that * |

o Jball oppofe thefe evills of our dayes: Firf},in- - &

tegritie of life, and a converfation unblameable,
Sor elfe it 4 probable that his PBrictueffe in thefe
poists , froceedes rather - from corruption thn
grace, that hath not taught himfelfe the great

Mat23.23. 40 weightie points of the Law, befire be con-

tend With others for matters of Lsfler moment,
yeay and though bhee ufe never fo great wife-
dome of words, or weight of Argument, yet no
grear blefSing of God, nor reverence of man can
be expected upon bis labours, who preacheth wot
as well with his conver(ation as with his lips.
The fecond thing required, i an experimentall

liberty, be it [if; for fbould a man be nepey

{ /o able 1o difpuse, and had wever Jo much éx-
§ Perience and fincerity in him, yet if alfo Fee be

wt of a refolved difpofition 1o Jiffer and cp-
dure all that man can inflict upon bim, and te

4 Jeale with bis blood what be hash Written with
{ Vis peny or practifed by bis conrfe, is will nos
o wuch availe, though it be never [v cleaye and

evident : “Befides, the Iord doth Wonder fully

| @vance bis glory and Gofpell, by the [uffer-
1 ings and blood of bis fervants, and giveth a
§ blefled memoriall of them; bus as for the 3i-

| morous and fearefull s that in all theiy profel-

{ fons muft make a faire thew in che fleth, though Gal 6. 12.5
¥ they have the tongues of men and Angels, yet the 1 Corx 31
Lord never much honouyeth Juch aprefefion.

| Now, bow farre my felfe fhall be Sound apl
DroYeabie in thefz things may be queftioned ; and

4 for me 1o Jpeake in praifc of my Jelfe, were worft
| . a of

knowledge of the things ftood for, befide the
eVidence of Scripturey and force of reafon ; be
that will diftingtly difcourfe of thefe things, and
be able to refell the fubtill eYafions and coloy-
rable gloffes of the oppofites, bad need to have
lived (ometime in a Church and Sellow(bip of
Saints under the pure Ordinances of the Gofpel,

Jo




The fore-fpeech

of all; and it is ten times eafier to give good
counfell to others, than to follow it ones JeIfz;
and confident and conceited men are more ef-
ten foyled soben they come to examinition and
sryally then thofe that retaine in themfelves fome
Sfeare and doubting.

I As 1ouching my life and comyerfation, though

“the confcicnce of mine owne infirmitics Which are
openand bare before the All-feeing eye,might caft
mee upon the earth, and ftop my mouth for fay.

Luke1813 ing ought, Bur God be mercifull to me a finner;
yet fince by his grace 1 bhav: beene kept inall
“my wanderings and temptations, from putting

Phl1ag, 3. forth my hand to iniquity, or running into any

[candalous evill, to the wounding of my con-
'(cience » and flander of Roligion ; why (hould
the operation of this grace be buryed in oblivi. |
on, and not rather be ackmowledged to the cter-

wall praife of his power and goodne(le uinto me ?

[

Ephel 3. 8.

And as for my experience in the right order
and conflitution of the wifible Church, I [erved
an App‘;‘fztz'[g of ten ye;rfs r; a fwz‘ely of md@x-
cellent (rriftians, and under the pureftoracrs § -

. :'ﬂ;zd"'moﬂ » r{)} fitable meanes thas (1 sz/.i’; ke)in be content to be_ one. of the firft that fhall
2his fraile life-can be obtained. 1n-which Church,
though I were on: of the leaft of the leaft of all
the members, and from whom by fimple neceﬁz‘% ]

to the Reader.
Iwas forced so depart; yes I was neither Joidle spec.y. g
nor unprofitable among$t thew:, but that the
things Which paffed therey made [ome impreffion
in me,which 1 truft (bail not be worne ous whilef¢.
I livesmeither am | fo ungratefuil to my friends,
or ummercifull to my Countrey-men,or fo carclefle
of the honour of Chrift, that i [bould bty in ob- 2 Timx.s.
livien thofe worthy things which I bave learned
and feenc, and which would at one inflant put-
an end t0many endleffe cotroy erfies and intangle-
ments wherewith my Chriftiffian counirey-men
are fnared, and know nt how 1o getout of them.

And although there be many more (it'er to .
bandle thefe things, and more able 1o Sffer for
them 5 yet fince alt our fufficiencie is from God,

I defpaire not wholly of my Jelfe, but truft that 1 Cor.3.1s,

¢

Jor the furtherance of bis glorys his power (ball

be perfelied by my weakneffe, and-that I fhall
be made able through him with patience, yea,Hebar zs.
with joy to fuffer the Jpoling and Ioffe of all
that in this fiaile fRate 15 lent me. ,
And though the time is come that judgement
muft begin av Gods Houle, I sruft that 1 [bail 1 Pecg 17,
leads the way to the fhambles, and not feare
to give my [elfe to him that. lens it mee, and Phlag. 2.
10 lay i8-downe for bis glory on earth, which
a2 giveth



The forc-@ecch

giveth me eternall glovy in Heaven,which thar |
~ may doe in 4 vight manney, and for a vight end,
as well asin a juft caufe,I earncflly intreat the
Jervent fupplications and prayers of all the Saints
Alss., 41, Bight and day for me, that I may indeede re-
joyce, that I am counted worthy to fuffer for
that part of the Gofpell, which this flately age
will wot-endure to beare of. '

1 bave written very fbort and briefe, parth
for that this age having beene [o long dulled §
with tedious volumes and difeourfes can noy
brooke notbing but what runs poft, and tha
whichisbriefe and various, partly thas I migh: §
Jpend little time in Writing, and avoyd grear
charge in printing; bus principally becanfe 1 }
Sindy that things are eafieft underffood, when '}
they are [21 downe fhortly, and when there is
no enterlacings or furplufage of words,more then e
barely. 10 expre(fe the thing intended. T haveen- § ' L
dmv);ured Jzé)r{ plaine and fawsiliar flile, and : Thinein the Lord,
et avoyded light or affelted phrafes; I have " Robert Cozzcbm An.
sraduced 1o-mans perfon, otherwife than as the §
things beare witnelle againft them, 1 have gi-
ven all the honour to men that I may, with }

Jobz:22. feare of my Maker: And if per either the ' |
‘ ~ mAtter or manner be defecticve, or any thingous ' &3 A
of jowt, remember fiill it is bur the Cry of a |
T s |

to the Reader.

Stone, whichnever learned to fpeake cither La-
sine or Englifb in any Schoole whatfoever: And
take beed of flumbling over the truth, for Jome
A balkes in the way : but if the thing aimed at be
§ the vight [erling of the Saints in the order of
A the Gofpel, otherwife than the cvaine oftentatson
A and pompe of this age will permis, vather fer
Aty [elfe to helpe the Author to beare his croffe, L1k 2228
4 and follow Chrift in his temptations, rhen like Ma19.28.
a Sycophant, to fit downe and fioffe at his
wants of learning and cloquence. ”
The Lord of his mercy pardon all our aberrations
and failings, and give us gracete fecke him ear-
neftly in love and fincerity, that our true com-.

fors may increafe here, and our evernail comfort
remaine bereafier.. .




An Advertifement tothe Reader.

O the end that the ingenuous and godly de-

figne of this Auchor (of reconciling thefe diffe-

© vences betweene thofe Chraftians of the Englifb Pa-

vifbes, and thofe of the Sepayation) may not mif-

carry, obferve, that in blaming the Church of Eng-

land, and the Miniftery thercof, heedoth not meane

the perfonall Graces,Knowledgeand Learning of any

Chriftians there ; buc he blames the confufed manuer

of gathering Churches by houfe rowes of all forts:

and by the Miniftery, heemeanesthe externall office

conveyed to them by that authority which hee doth
juftly opp: fe.

And when he fpeaks of the Separation, hee is not
againft the caufe, wuch leffe the moderate way of the
Churches of the Separation, nor their reje@ing of the
prophane world from thofe privileges,properand pe-
culiar to a vifible Church; as feales, cenfures, ke, but
he fpeaks againft thofe perfonall errors of fome who
profefle feparation & their erroncous opinions, who
deny all vifible Chriftians in the parifh affemblies,and
thereupon leave them in perfonall communion 5 as
Prayer,Preaching,Conference,&c. Now the Godof
all grace and mercy fo difpofe of all his fervants, that
the great affaires of Jefus Chrift may not mifcary in
their hands, but that they may at laft fo difcover er-
rors,ehat they may attain both peaceandtruth, Ames.

The
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@ feaking. o be the Church of Go

TheCry ofa St c_ﬁ N ﬁ,

of the effemsiall marks a';ud notes of the vifible Church-

LG fpeciall Ornaments or priviledges thereof; but hee
1/ that will make 2 true and proper definition of an
" thing, mutt delcribeic by fuch properties as are fo
3 cflentiall to the thing, as that being there, they -
. make itto bethat it is, and being abfen, it ceafét
to beany more the famne, : i

P e Here is nathing that can rightly be deferibed by any SECT. 1.

The Church is often compared to a houfe, yea, -called Gods s Tim, wis

Houfe: Now,no man can defcribe a houfe by the ornaments and fur-
niture thereob,but onely by the matter and forme ; both which being
together, there is' indeed 2 houfé, but if either be abfent, the houfe
cannot be. ' : '
Indecd; wheh materials are framed, wee fometimes fay, thereisa
houfc, thotigh no forme appeares but fitch fpeaking is improper, and
it may rather be faid, there isftuffe fora houfe, then ahoufe indeed :
{o in regard of the true mateérials of the Church, the people of Gud.
whofz hearts are fiamed % holineffe and fanétitie, dwelling here and
there in thie world, andnéver combining into a bady, nor, perhaps,
knowing thiey thould o0 doe, may liiet befaid in an improper kind of -
d's bur this cannot be faid, butof
the Church in gencrall and univérfall, combined and knit together
byone fpirtt, partskers of one bape, and expeters ofone glory.
- ‘Foutouching thé vifible Church;which prefents it felfe to the out~
ward eye, the cafe isotherwife ; and we may not account all vifible
Chriftians avifible Church; forby a vifible Church, wee meanea
company or congregation affembling together. Now, a manmay
bea vifible Chriftian. and never ‘comeatfuch an affembly, much

4. lefle be a joyned member in the policie thercof,

Neither doe we mieaie that every aflembly of ¢ongregarion isthe

Church of God, though the word be indifferently ufed ; for there is »fal. 26. 5.

the Chiich of evid] doers, and there is a Chureh oftumuleuous railers.
- B In

»

A9, 48



e  TheCRY of 4 STONE. -
The wfbte. ~ Inawordstheyifible ChugchofChanis_a.comPan)' of people ex.

Chuchde-  ternally holy, or called Saidts which combine and meet together, |
faibed. intending to pexk the whole will dnd worfhip of God, accor..
dingasit s or (hall be revealed to them. :
ITaythey areacompany ; for one mian cannot be a Church, but

I.
Marth.a8.30. there muft be éwo or threeac leaft, and not above fisch a number, as
may ordinarily meet together, and thefe muft be externally 4aly; thac
2. is, fuch as by their faith and converfation appeare unto men to be
Gods children and hiseleit ; for of the heart onely God muft be the
rin judge ; and if the profeffion be found and the converfation honelt in
Phil. 1.y, : \n ot W
sThefi 14, cxamineany furdier, but ought in charitie to judge men to be fich
as outwardly they apieagc, Teaving fecret thingsto God.’

3 I fay further, thit thefe Saints muft combine and affemble togethér,
-1&er.14-26.  and that not by compulfionor accident, but voluntarify coyenantand
Hiand  gathertogether to performe with heart-and tongue the whole will
1T0ef.5.14.  and worlhip of God for the building uE of themfelves in all the
Tinagete.  knowne wayes of God, comfiiting the feeble minded, belpsng the weaks,

‘reflify #be ftragler, and convince the oppafite. ~ -
Ifay (intending to performe the whole will of God) for they
may 2t the firft be ignorant of many things appertaining to the fer-
vice of God, and yet bethe Church of God : for it is with a Church
in her minority, as with a Chritian athis fir converfion, who hath
onelya .gencraﬁ refolution to doethe whole will of God, but the par~
ticulars of that obedience, hee performeth by fleps and degrees, ashee
commeth to learne and underftand them *: {o a company of fodly
men may become a Church, and performe with finceritie and mo-
deflie,fuch things as they know and underftand at the fis, and when
God giveth them further knowledge and meanes, to praceed to other

. 4
T JMar20.22.

A% 9. 6,
€ 10,33

practifes, asthe Chriftian women in Philippi, who ac the fisftaf~:

;ﬁ 16.13, fembled together, having (as it feemeth) no other exercife but Prayer,
4610 2,
i Saints, haying both Befbops and d)mom._

Wherefoever therefore there is an aflembly of ‘godly men knit to-
gether, and performing the worfhip. of God (though but inpart) it
may truly. be faid of them, as Jucob faid of the fervants of God, when
- 6281217 he faw them marching o diligently, this is noneother then Bethe),

she boufe of God, this isaproper vifible Church,

And wherefoever other affemblies are, thien of faichfal] Chriftians,
whatfoever ordinances of God they have, yet they ftand themin o
more itead then circumcifion did the Sichemites, but {o often as they
Pl e up the name of God,and performe any religious fexvice unto him,

Jak-50: 36,37 whileft they bete to ‘be teformed, fo ofien they areguilty of ufurpati«

Gen, 34. 35, .

; onand intrufon upon that which appegtaineth not to them, an ase

manifcl

-the Church by the Qrdinances ; for as circumcifion availed not the

, Thepreaching o

the outward appearance and manifeftation, wee have nottodoeto - Jll ‘stherwifethan as itisan

and yet afierward there was a yery compleate and famous Churchaf .
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manifeft tikers of Gods name in vaine.whom e will not buld guiftlelJe. Exsd.z0.5.
~They therefore are much miftaken, who defcribe and marke out

Sichenittés o thié Arke of God the Philtftins, even fo the moft glorious * 545" 9

‘Ordinances of God being ufed by fuch as are not his childsen, are as

aParable in the mouth of a foole, and fo farxe they are from making wics
ked men Gods Chuich, aé that the more they ufe them before they p,,, 1o 5.
have Faitt[r and ‘grace, “tll:e greatef (l‘,sh the‘il: ﬁ‘n?eﬁ_ ia(.lnd the further off A
’ rori being éithiér Gods Church or {children.,

they ace from be %the Word éin be no mark of the vifible Chuych,

cffqe&ual inftrument to prepare men therun- 1 ging.i%.1y.
to's for it was preached ariiong( Badls Propbets,and amongft the Atbe- a5, ardas.1p.
whanis, Ninivises, Babylowians,icze. yet were tieithet of thefe Gods Church 71 A
or people. Noab preached p_owex;hlllzto the old world,yet were they 1 Perezerss 3o.
not Gods Church. The Zurks and Indians have had the Word preached
{6 them, yet rio man will fay they are the vifible Church of Chrift,
neitheér can'the Sacrasnients be any marke of the Churchatall, fince L
they make nothing to be which was not the fame before, but onely The Weriand
confirme fomething which before was. A Spanills Erier with afcoupe i g g
baptized a thoufand filly Indians atone time, which were drawne to~ vifible Curein
geger by a firatagém, were thefe now any thing the more Gods
Church ; and ifhe{lionld have given thém the other Sacramentalfo,
had it dvailed any thing, the more, or if in ftead of'this Frier there had
Been one of the moft godlielt Miniftets in all Evropehad it not beene

8 41l one. 16 Iong asthe people had not faich not grace? fo that it is plain,

thit hioly people; anid not holy ordinances give the being tothe vifible
Church, & it is ndmioté an argument to prove a company of carnall
#nd ireeligious peopléto be Gods Church,becauie they have amon

theity his facred ordiriances, then a true mans purfe in the hand of

athiefd is an atgumelit to proveathiefe a erué man.
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Thevifible Church bath right to all Gods Ordinances.
- SECT.2. T is then a focietic of religious and faithfull people,that have‘righ:
, “§ to Gods fpirituall Ordinances, and fuch onely may, and muft ufe
.-+ “~them, fo farrc as they areable. Theyareall ofthem to firive o
1. Cor. 4.2 3. abiaine the befk gifts, and efpecially to propbefre, yea, and if it were poffible,
Heb,s. 33 0 be Doltors, and that not in bare conceit, but in truth and ‘Iaundncﬂ'c’
and fuch amongtt them asexcell in gifis andgraces they aremiich to
bve andreverence, and alfo to encourage them to the ordesly ufé ofthe
& 14 39,30, 31 BTACE they have received, without biding their tafent, thas fo all thaj.
1R learne and receive comfing. . i N S
And becaufe all good men have not one and the fame giff. therefore

33 Cor, 160 28,

every one s advifediy to confider, what his portion is,and what he -

may take to,and where he muft tay, thac.none run beyond their line
prefume above that which ismeet, ) ’
_Some have thegift of utterance, and arefluentin fpeech,. othersa
gift of difceriing to judge of that which is uttered : fome are excel-
Thegiftsof the lent'in prayer, othiers are fweet in finging, fome are apt to move pro-.
Church.. table queftions, others prompe in anfivering them, fome can diEJutc
: very profitably, others can receive much helpe by difputacion, &c.
And many times they which are of. little: manifeftation, and leaft
) feene to meddle in publique paffages are moft holy and R¢i in their
3 Thefi1.78,  converfation,whole examples.doe often tirnes preach asprofitably as if
they had the greateft fluencie of fpeech that could bé. ]
Neither muft the Saints bie ‘envious againft one another, becaufe
they have not one and the fame gift : for one and the fame fpiric
wotketh diverfly in all the members of the Church, that this fpiricu-

. % (er. 20.16,
. Ra@.!z- 3.
3 L1204 560

all body may be compleate, and performeall fpixituall offiees ; asthe -

naturall body hath divers members, and-all for feverall offices, much
lefle may any hide their talent, becaufe it isnot of the fame meafaire
~Manz5:26:37+ with others ; fince he which had bust one talent was required to traf.
fiqueas well as he that had five, and all the fervants are commanded
Mar.13. 24.27 t0 Watch as well (though not {o much) as the Poreer,

2. This vifible Church of ‘Saints fand bound and tied éach to other,
not onely by the common rule of Chriftianity ; but by their very in-
corporating and combining together intoa Church State, or fpiri-
tuall policie, fiom which naturally or neceffarily arifeth that which

€57 themfelves, for the curing and purging of (in and Gnners that breake
* out amongft them into any enormous or. feandalous praétice.
For as in cities and corporations,each member carefislly obferveth

whethez .

“deftroyed, and-the fpirit faved in the day of the Lord Iefus,

‘we-call the Difcipline, or power which is independent amongft

The CrY of 2 STONE. - : s

 whether his neighbour obfervethe rulesofthe Charter wheruntohe The power of

wfworne, and upon defanlt in matter of weight the partie offending the Church.
iseither disfranchized,or otherwife correfted civilly s {0 in this bro-

therhdad or fpirituall policie of the Church, each man obferveth, as .

himfelfe, fo his fellow members;- that ifany find his brother to tranf-

grefle againft the heavenly Charter, and Covenant made with God

and his people, he reproveth and admonifheth him lovingly betwixt )
them o alane, and if it be any capitall or fcandalous evill, and that HM«# 181518
he will not repent.of it; thep the brother offended, taketh with him *7" -

ape or 2199, to helpe,  convince and reprove the finner, and to witnefle

both the fact, and the. due proceeding thereabout; and if hee-will

not heare them 0 as to repent, then to complaine to the congrega-

tion, whereof hee isa member, that o being rebuked of many, hee may . ¢or, 2.6
yetat Jaft be afhiamed, and give God the glory, and fo receivefor-

giveneffé of God and men, But if hee will not heare nor regard the

Church, nor ‘in reverence to that facred meanes of his recovery, re-

pent and humble himfelfe for his inne, then the Church with humble -

and forrowfull hearts muft .cut him.off as a decayed member, and
deliver hin unto Satan, that {o that proud and corrupt fleth may be e
. 1 for. 5. 5!

Provided ftill, that all thefé proceedings be in love, lenitieand ,
compaffion, .and that no man be brought tothe Church, much lefle 2Cor' 1614
¢enfured ; for infirmities and. failing in judgement, or for matters
in our times doubtfull and controverfall, but for matters of weight,
and fuch evills as being. pexfifted in, doe out of doubr;, fhutthe party
out of heaven, of which more hereafter. :

And for their more better and orderly-proceeding in the ufe of all
the Drdinances of Ged in the Church, - theéy are as{oone asany; fic
men rife outof them, or joyne unto them, to make-choice of fome for
their Bifhopss Paftors or Elders> upon whom they muft ordinarily 5, 7im. »: 2.
depend, for the difpenfling of the Word, Prayer and Sacraments ;.85 1y, ;...
alfoto rule, guide,and goe before them in their confutltations decrees,
and execution of Difcipline, and all other publique bufinefle,

Thefe Bithops or Elg_ers may not intrude themfelves into their of- rotn 10, 1. 2.
fices and miniftrations; by any forreigne or civill power, but mufl minifiers elec-
be chofen by that Church and focietie of Saints in which they-are to tion.
adminifter. ) o . ‘l‘m;"" 3.5-and

Their ordination orrputting.in' poffeffion. muft be with giving’ O diation of -
acharge tathem, with fome fighe, either of giving the hand, or laying cheminifters.
bands upon their heads; which may. be done either by the Elders of -7 5 2>
fome other Church, who as brethen may affit and’helpe their neigh- o ¢ -
bours.fo farfe as they can ; or rather by fome principall man amongft any univarfall
themfelves = fince it cannot be imagined with any fhewot reafon, Minifteis -+~
thatthere is any unjverfail l\/[ini[’«:ryx'3 fincethe Apoftles dayes,neither "°% o

. .3, o -any -

g

»
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T any that can execute theiroffice out-of that partieulss Bocke where.
A58 - ofthe boly Ghoft bath made them overfeersitio saopé then the- Lord Major

of London may goe and execine jultice innthe Citie of Torke, of which
L more hereafer. R -
Minifters no

-And although in the-Comnion-wealth, a Lordly and Tmperious

Lords 5.3  tulemay beollerable, yetthe:Minifterie of the Chutch is of another
nature, and may notbe imagined to be aty tarter of Sute, orto

3orgs.-  fland for any carnall pompe;?i)ut isa matter of meet fervice, and chey
- A - gre conftantly tolabor in fpirituall works itvallhumility & patience,
2Tima 16, Zwving themfelves wholy to their miniftrations, and fudying to approwe
“aGn4o2.  themielves to every mans confcience in-the fight of God, Neither

is their office for name and forme, -but for the prefervation of order
_and comlineffe in Church Ordinances, that allthe rightsand privi-
ledges of the Church mmay be ufed and continued it a grave and com.
iy'manner, ‘asthey are excellent intheir fubftance and martet. :
, . And asthefe Bilhops ot Elders are to preach conftantdy the Word,
* The Minitters both on the Lords Day, and other times of the Churches meetings,
ok Ll pre- and to adminifter the Sacraments in both kinds upon the membes
rie of the Saints Ofthe Church, asthere isoccafion ; asalfo toexecute and declarethe

- inthe Chussh. : publiquedecrees, determinations and- cenfures of the Chusch : So
: they are not any way to infringe cheliberty of the Saints, or ingtoffe

- theit privileges, bue fill to fofter 8¢ cherifh all thofe féverall gifts and

races which are in all; ot any of the mhiembers, They -muft fill up-

: Id and maintaine in the Church the ftoole ofthe Prophers, andto
"'y eorv 14 142+ have in great eftcenve Prophefing ot preaching by iien of gifis and
: . aptnefle, though not in office, that 16 2ll may learnic and inicreafe, that
2 Tim. 4, 5+ 6 fo fitand able meni maybe’ bréd.mu the Church, whorn' the body
may appoint into office of Minifferic in after times; or when any of

thoir officers (hall any way faife. = =

... Neither may the Elders deprive the Saints of theix lawfulland
<3Imhporo, ~ Chriftian libestie in their eleCions, rejeltions ordetermindtions in
" “the Church by any fore-fallings; repreffirigs, infultings, or preven-

tions, "but comenting themflves with ieeke and grave countell

to goe before the reft i their proceedings : and ifthe body of the

- Church Thall not agree to that whitch the officers thall thinke belt,

-thacyet the officers thinke it no difparagement to' their eminencie, or

- honourtobe overfwayed, and led befide their mindes arid purpofes-

" fometimes by the body of the Church, whofe fervants they are,
- ~knowing, that where the honour and erder of God isobferved, no

wan can trulyreceive any ‘dammage. - o 5 )

«s. . -And as the vifble Church muft continue their affembling and

. ", . communicating; together in al'a&ions forthefonle, fo the duties of

_ The Ehurches Jove, and thieir communion intemporail things forthe body may in
“Bencvoleive: o wife be negleed, whilef¥ this' frajle 1ifé hafteth, which commu-
: o nion

~ . . . : L

initfelfe, Phitip. a3,
M 20320
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though it be no religious ation e
eceffitic and aﬁihnitie th%reum(i; as-that t:t
rebe fevered from religion, then good workes may be
{T:grgofggx efthj and for their r%otc eafie, and fubftantiall dou?g
thefe duties, and relieving the wants of their brethren, they are‘o
lioke aué Wife and truftiemen, from amongft themfélves, whom they are
1o-choofe and appointto this bufinefle, and to whom they muft com-
mittheir money and treafure, and to whofe wifedome and faithful- Té‘;m““’“‘
nefle they muft referre the diftribution and difpofing of thofe tem- office.
, . _
'Poﬁlrlutih;ggdais contribution the Saints whom God hath beffed with 1 cor.15. 5,
any portion ‘of this warlds %oods. muft accordu)%ly extend their Rem. 12, £.
metcifull liberality with all cheerefidneffe, yea, and if need to require, .. ..
b fill even their lands and goods, and whatfoever they havetorelieve 7 M1,
the wants of their poore brethren, without any murmuting or dif-
content, remembring, that the life of a Chriftian is more precious

then any thi

nion in giving and receiving,
yet is it of fuch fimple n

AR 635
1 Tim. 3. 10;

elfe in this world.
This di{frliqbution of the Churches benevolence, muft be tothe
' Elders that toyle-in the Word and Doftrine;asalfoto the poore.aged, 1 Tim. 5. 17.
ficke, and helpleffe perfons, efpecially thofe of the houfhold of Faith, 7, g‘l"r-‘.s;x'x. 12
that fo the wiﬁ ofGod may be done, and all comforrand encourage- »
ment given to the poore Saints,as alfo all murmuring comphintsand . .
outcries prevented, byhvl?itclt‘ it maygb‘le faid, (and that not without iz ¢. 4.
that urc ietie, but mo pitie. . ; .
calllggid‘:;tig‘:hem:vidowes oFﬁce to be forgotten asa needleflething, ¢,
but if it fall out that amongst the Church there be found fome aged The widdowes
and gravewidowes who are loofed fiom the bands of wanton youth,and offices
have age upon them 48 & crowne c{ glory,being yet healthy,cheerefulland-
frong, the Church isthere to choofe and appoint them for '?)momjﬁ:, . .
ortenders of the fick,and to allow them fich reliefe and maintenance, 1 Tim. 5. 5. 2
asis needfull and fit, knowing thae in fickeneffe there is required Rem, 161, 2
much labour and paines, and moft neede of comfort and encou-
t. : ) v

mgzil:lﬁ?hus the Church and people of God, goehand in hand, both
infickneffe and in health, in poverty and in wealth, in adverfiieand
profperitie, rejoycing together, weeping together, and being of like
affection, in a fweet and heavenly fympathie, holding outin adver- , oy, 6.3,
fitic without fhrinking, and perfevering in profperity with all mo- 7
deration.. - '

Proths 16 31,

Rom, 32.1 5.{6

The -

b
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The Church or Chuyehes of England cagnoe be :'ujh:ﬁed;

SECT.3. A ﬁféfﬁ?ﬁsg beihe ri,(e,;l‘it pastmnecfie vifible Chuzch of Cheift
A A . ) the Gofpel, then let us turne our eyes u ¢
‘ e (lqlvcs, a‘lild fee what refemblance there is amongft us lr,)?'nd?e“ﬁi
_Fp{‘) olique orders, and upon notice taken ofour defeéts, lecus e
i tA eyd‘?iaﬁ no:hbe amended. - SRS e
A nd firlt, whereasthe materialls of the Church of- Y
o to.55. ‘?igge m}ﬁ' then a company of converted people ;at?le:g; gf%’f%ﬁ
L t;lm hrom the world, our nation, and our world isall one with
Ager.o Ae utch, and hee that is of one, is, or muft be of the other ; th
:l.;::—.;.s.& inx::ﬁlgzﬂfri:é’c pl:m/ﬂed gma conberted wen, and afterward united’:herg
. a ; but we firlt unite the whole nationrinto th
Our Churches 3nd fé]:d them all with the pledges and feales of Goils 'l%v: thcil :If:lr;
tdl:&;&ni:::z in &o; : %ulj:tt%_scqnvcri] themi_"a erward by. preaching: jud’gcm'em to
s, ; butchis is rather to fcatter then to gather with Chri i
ey TVl B e e
Genss.s. ( oofe a whole nation, which firft were i
e el . o
e 00 ot 0w fiicceed them, nor :can:challenge thacright
o people, otherwife then they arefound 2dand b
licve and obey the Gofpel, which e e o o
, 10l G , which that'a whole natioh eonfifti
E ig?gyc :ﬁgtll;og;?f&cqplc,mollild dog in one day thould be gr?;g’[: ;7’1?({
- C , and the way t et it; iffo 1
3 cal__I};N;ldﬂfg . itfﬁt. cbn‘ce?,, 9 ve.aven: muft ceafe to be ﬁrgl.t, ;tfﬁ) many
.. .. Andifany fhall think otherwifeetthem thew when
‘ hin en th 2
e ,_ggg:( c:!f] this Land -(wh,xch_:a:e“cqun’tcd the; Church of. Eng?d%ige:\gi
N b gaf;;}ln‘?vvg ettlilg z:xk"e, gca, and novg‘ after fixtie yeeres preachjng
dipell, r the greater part be ot yet apparantly in their
fins, and unconverted, and doe not i ity oppofe s :
and un ,and, indeed apparantly oppofe and figh
acainft fuch as are (incete and faithfull,-cont o d defpifng
:  luch [incete and fa; ,-contemn {pifi
- all ;d}nxx.pnxtxon and Eounfgll, and ferve notthe Lbrg’i?l!?;dﬁ(iif? ggfi
- “ andtheir owne Jufts; and therefore the ‘generall multitade of this
- nation cannot in any fenfe be faid to be Gods people, or the true and
- prr;scriq?tteﬁjfﬁhe \(/iﬁblcChurch. S '
nd if we fhall defcend at-once to the parith affemblic
m;%il_c branches of this nationall Church.Paud Iozkzﬁgc{;fiﬂ:g’;fk
Theparifh sl definitely, wee fhall finde them of the fame fawnpe with the nation
s ancon- though no doubt fome of them which have long enjoyed powcrﬁdi
ed. prcach_nllg, are much more reformed:then others 5 baoe taking them
one w;c»x»anothcr,-chey are for the noft part of the people ignorant,
- . v .prophanc_

JEphza120
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prophanc and fcandalous. being common

fwea

wy

rets, liers, drunkards,

quarrelless, wantons, Atheifts, and even astheir ovne Frophetshave

wruely complained ofthem and as hee that travelleth among them Té. ¥
about his affaires thall finde them, and whileft the moft of themare

jich,who can juftific their eftate, bucke thaliy

nableto God 3 and every time hee goeth

abou

nake himfelfeabomi- R

t o juftifie them, as 709. 1715

Gods people, and Church, his owne heart (hall give him the lye.nei-
ther availeth it to fay, they are baptized and profefle the true Religi-

on ; for it they have all the Baptifines and Ordinances that ever were

ot are, and profeffed never fo nuch truth in words, yer whileft they 2 Pef 1t
are wicked in their deeds and lives, they are T, 22
thie children of heil for theix knowledge and profeffion, and the hea-
thens and Turks are in farre bexter cafe then they.  Secondly, indeed

they profefle no Religion at all, nor may

feffors s when doc they profefleor fpeake of any

the name of God unleffe it be in their {ivearing or va
profeffion is the {ervice of the Divell;ywho is their father, an

whofe tutor(hip they are notable Scholleis.
make them Profeflors, it istheir comming to Church now and then,
1o lend an eare to fome inftrudtion, and fuch profeffors might a com-
pany of Turkes be, if they were in England, and would either for feare
of Law, cultome or fafhion, come fometimes to the affembly, though
ftill they returned to their old vomit, and never left off cheir old [mnes 3 pet,1.9

and vices ; fo that whatfoever can bealle

repent and turne from their wicked coutfes,

good be never a whit as neves the better,

" Neither can the goodnefle of fome few

9.20°

but fo much the more *** **

in anv fenfe be called Pro-

Religion. or mention

ng ot vain talkm(ir,: theif 10 0 s

under
Thirdly, if any thing

deed for them. untill they

all fuch pleas wereas

that are in the pari{h help:

to falve the matter, no mote then Lots being 1n Sodome could juftifie
the Sodomires : for thofe gedly are amoneft them butas a condemned

or defpifed people, which fearce dare (hew th

emfelves in their pious

arts, but are overtopped and held under by the vaine muititudes in all

places. Indeed, temporall punifhments may be with-held, forthe
righteous fakes, as in Sodome;but that the fpirituall State of the carnal
multicude fhould be good. becaufeof the prefence of fone few good
men.is no more like then chat forain and his complices were § uftified,

by the prefence of Elitha and Ielafaphat,

| Gen 1838

;t(ing.;.;s,u:

Neither will the badnefle of the [ves S-ate in Chrifls time and be-
fore under the Law, juftifiethus confufed Church ofthe Gofpell. For,
frfd as it is a bad plea to juftific onc evill by another : fecondly fo we
muft @il re » ember that God now choofeth no more v ‘hole Nati-
ons. but fele€eth his Saints out: of all nations : thirdly. the covenants Gen.17.7, 8¢
of the Iewes were abfo'utelv temporall and {nricuall, and the promifes

t© be believed for this life propetly. but o

maketh with us, are onely fpiritually (q:

bfolu

1r covenamis that God
te, and the promifes for
this
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Rom.8.23, . this life, arc onely ¢conditionall : Fourthly, Gods fiee, an :
ﬁ:’zts-lwzs that Chuich was to be fought in che Tdbpynmrlf offTe’n;lf(} tl?x?t(e:;‘)f
there is no place priviledged or exempted, but where £vo or three o
g‘ﬂ.-[ff”d in Chr(l{"is Name, bee isiiz the middeft of them. ae
o concluds, asthe Kingdome of Satan is ever in thi
world; and as thg Lord by outward manif‘eﬂa‘éioz. :‘;;I)jl‘];'refulcl:b‘g!s
chofen ones fian the world, and them within {rom therti without : ; ;
muft wee every where put difference betwigt the ri(gbtcou’sand'thg

C A1, 9,
3 Cor.5.32.13.

Mar.g6.  Wicked,and beware of faying to the Wicked, thou art vighteous.or givi
¢ i . ) orgiy
S tnn holy things to dogs, or partaking with them, or jo ninég tothem i%] t}i:i%
3% devouring pearles, or afford them our f&llovﬂ{'\ip,‘whén they ufarpe

upon fuch ordinances as are peculiar to Gods Elet and Faithfull.

what Ordinances of God maybe ufed inthe Pari
blies, andwhat nos, f ooeuf , ¢ Parih e

neither are we to defpaire of any, though never 1o vile. but

that they may be converted and turned to God ; Andthere.

. fore wee are fill as with patience to fuffer the evill men, foto proye

3Tz % Y&'ayl'lcS, 1faa|:f :mﬁ1 time they may be brought out of the foare of the

R ;rgzl:gdn::y ivell ; and for this end it is very pcccﬁ'ary.that the preaching of the

e pcach Word be amongft them. both publikely. and privately, if they will

but be brought to it, and have the patience ‘to heare themfelves re-

proved and convinced by it ; for as wee know it to be the onely or-

dinary meanes for their converfion ; 0 alfo wee fee that manyare

daily by it converted and brought home unto.God, and fo farreI

am from difliking the preaching of the Word to them as that I would

have them heare it where it is moft purely and powerfully taughtand
wifh, that where there is one firch Preacher, there were a hundred.

Lz Buc untill chey doe convert and turne. none of the feales muft in

o 26n any g?:ch»r adwiniftred tothem or their feed, neither are they robe

P S ;;: admizedas anem%;ers into the Church & fellowthip of the Saints nor

Ioiaagry, © ..o achany thing 1o others. nor take up the naine of God,

st sbianions or lacrifices ro him, uneill they Lave cleanfed

: seomanance. muieh leff: are the faidhfali co vartake with

~ns enhaning of the Sacramens. Bur by

“Aohie threset chey have sowen @ cullome

e d e dinances mad bl

. rore

SEGT. 4 57 "Et {0 long as life lafteth there may be fome hope of recovery,

Rom 10, 1 4
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to their cuftomes, nor have ough. to doe with them'in their taking the
Name and Ordinances of God in vaine ; for the proper ends of the

feals are to confirm and comfort the faithfalland fuch as groan under

their finnes ; but how can the fealebe fet, or the aflurancegiven to Mat. 11 3%
them that have not faith, neither are wearied with their innes, buc

love and delight inthem. And how canany godly man confent in,

or fay Amen to fiich an holy a&ion, when itis joyntly doneby fuch

as for the moft partare Godsenemies forthe fpirituall fupper ofthe |
Lord is not like other civill banquets wherein civill fellowfhip and * Cornaric
naturall refre(hing is properly aimed at, but the fellowthip therein is

fpirituall, and they that feaft at it, muft be united to Chrift by one

pirit, but now carnall men have not the fpirit, and o can beno

guefts at chat banquet. .

This banquet is even the neereft fellowfhip that the Saints can have

in this world, and moft refembleth heaven ; and it is notonelya

fure pledge of their fellowfhip with Chrift, butalfoa demonftration | s, 1o, 1as
of their unity together, as the Apoftle teacheth. But whata many “Toy

. lying fignes and deceiveable demonttrations doe fuch Chriltians

make, that communicate they care not where, nor with whom, but -
thinke ifthey examine themfelves, it is enough, forgetting that it is
an a&t of communion, andfo called by the Apoftle, and thoughthe verz 1&
terme of a holy thing be given to it, yet if wee fever the word Sacra-
ment from communion, wee put out Gods termes, and place in our
owne, :
Many diflike that the godly fhould be civilly familiar with vaine
and irreligious perfons,but to be firi&k in that,and allow them to ban-
quet with all manner of perfons at the heavenly fupper of the Lord, - i
is even as current coun{ell,as theirs who faid, it was nothing to  [Iveare Mati2306517.
by the Temple, but to fweare by the gold of the Temple wasa trefpafle ; .
for iftherebe any aét in this world that declares Chriftianamiy,
peace and fweet friendthip in the grace of the Gofpell; this doth.1t,
when wee fit and fea together with Chrift at his Table, and catchis
fle(h, and drinke his blood. )
As Chrift therefore preached the Gofpe! to all forts of mer good and
bad, but when he admini@tred the fupper, hee drew out fuchas ware Lukers.n.14

B apparantly faithfill end godly. .So now, the Word may be preached 704,15, 30,

and heard among@ the wort miftreants that are, but when wee goz-
tofit with Chriftat bis Table, let us know (as farre as wee can by out-
ward appearance) what guefts goe with us.

Neither may thefe wicked men haveany cenfiire of excommuni- 5,
cation executed upon them, much leffe execute it 1pon one anothier : The power of
for, they were never in covenant withChrift, and fo have bt r.a ercommunica-
covenant, nor can be punithed for any breach of covenant, buz were ;;;“t‘h*:.‘;‘;’r‘ﬁé,“‘”

everas they are, nanght fremife vombe, and downeright unbeitcver: maltiades,

C2 il



.2 - 7¢ CRY of 4 STONE.
il Sccond! :
adly. what have they to doeto cenfure others
ill - § 7 w :
:l/ga?sc ill themfelves > May one adulterer or drunkard.or ’l"»ve?reeli-d::);
. t;c at [;notllziei: \:;’hcn hee is as bad himfelfe as the worft 3 Thir‘dliv
hey (hould {> doe were it any more then a mockery = as if the
they [hould f any m ery :
thqxcvc: at Guds bill (hould hold a feflion to hang the c1.1c-puyt{ésasv;€\‘[h[e
vsc‘r‘c alL onely way to make finne o be counted a trifle anda ‘»({:}1
;:11; ycll; _ll (e{n t(l) be fc:lx]red and trembled at j it is onely the Sainr; Jcima;:
inde them thata i i i
may bir re mighty in evill, and none other have this
Fourihly,feeing exommunication i ucti
rihly Y ion is for the deftruétion of tie
(fuppofing the perfon to have the fpirit, though ovcrwhclmeél Eﬁ:g]
c?rrtlptloll of nature, how can ‘it be exercifed on them which yﬁiﬁ
were and are. altogether fleth > For if their flefh be deftroyed, th
whole man s deftroyed. Yeo e

L. 7,

Pfahi49.8.9.

;.Cer. §e 5o ‘

_ Itis nowrong 10 Gods pesple, when the carnall mulinnde:
‘ istaxed, and ihey per fivaded 1o leave them.
SECT.5 '
R F now upon thefe and the like confiderations w

1. I r::{l.and carnall multitudes in the pariﬂ; :isfc::ltc)ﬁi[eesa,vic nthael%?\?ce};

i aftions, as are proper and peculiar to the faithfull, and in fearc of

oftending God and firengthening his enemies in evill, we joyne in '

to Chriftian fellowfhips apart from them, what hurt bfixxTZry doe

weto any ? what hure was it tolebofaphat; when Elifha in his prefence

2 King.3.13.14. K
Koe:3-3314 protefted againft Ioram, as againft one betweene whom and God, he

.- Maters. 14 ?
j;"f; ,:s 5 ’7 :’I‘;Q”ld not lllllfffFCEde ?» what hurt was itto Chrifts Difciples. when
Tt b 1 LICIT MALUMA icnds the Iewes, were taxed by Chrift, and called blind

T isnofault © anides, and blind leaders of ¢he blind,ds/femblers, bypocrites, ¢, So - when
men, ::: Iim-_ v;;e taﬁ( here the mulcitude of carnall people, and proteft againft them
bEacscommu-, thatthey are not Gods children. nor that they have no right o his
facred ordinances,. nor to come neerehisaltar. nor ufe his name and
word, untill they repent. But thatthofe holy and confecrated things
b};:lo%g onely to the faithfull Chriftians of which there are many in
e ; ea _ﬂ}r:b}:fls-, whom we tell that they are not in their proper place,
44047+ or right fellowfhip, bur ought to-Withdraw thomHves from that fo-
ciety in all fuch aétions asare proper to the Sains. and mnic-then:
felves in the fellowthip of godly inen, with whom they may frecly
and comfortably participate,in the fweet myfteries of the Lord 5 doc
weein this {peake blafphemie ? and are wee worthy for firch words
and practifes. to be taxed and traduced in print and pulpics for
wicked and damwable Schifmattques 2 For whac Chriftian man s there,
. - that
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that had not rather converfc with godly men then ungodly ? are NOL yrisno fuultte.
the prelence of faithfull Chriftians fweeter toa Chriftian, when hee affociate oncly

hi g 1is oblations, than the With the gedly
commeth to powre out his prayers, and offer his ob . with the 2o

fociety of carnall men ? Well then, what is the matter, that wee for fyentes

holding and pradtifing thele things, muft be thus tofled about and

abufed? Why muft we be putin prifon, confifcare goods, goe 1nto

exile. and death for holding and practifing no otherwie thanevery ppi. 16. 3¢
‘Chriftian foule in heart defireth ? we would begin our heavenly har-

mony here & our delight (hould be only in #5¢ sciats.and it is cuftome, Tader onTitus,
witand art, that fighteth againft grace, confcience and’ Scripture ; #4869

and i is they out of their idle vifions, that perfwade to give holy things , ¢, ¢ 14 y5:
to Dogs, and mingle light and darkneffe. Chrijt and Belisl togethers and ™ 435
though times tavour thefe abufes. and punifh us for our right groun-
ded affertions, vet anon we {hall come beforea moft juft Judge,and
then wee (hall fee whole righteoufnefle and juft judgement {hall be
brightef}, ared who hath gone the righteft courfe.

Wee Jabour to juftifie the righteouss and condemne the ungodly, 2.

and would not have the honourable name of Chriftians or godly * Con6ige 1021y
men, given to [ivearers, Liers, drunkards, opprejfors, flanderers, ¢oe. but

would have them know, that as they liveand delight in finne, and ,
Fate to be reformed s fo no comfort, no priviledge nor favour belongs Pfl. 50265 |
unto thern in that eftate, but till they repentand breake off their un-

godly courfes,no peace can be to them, not no fellowthip in the feales

and badges of Saints can be had withthem butasihey are of the
world, {o we muft account them, and under the kingdome of dark. £ghefa 2
neffé, and it belongeth not o them, bus unto 15 2 build an boafe to the (m'f B
‘Lord our God; unto them belongs no promife of any favour till )
they repent, but onely the Law, thereatnings, judgements, commi-

nations and {harpe rebukes, which they are alwayes toheare, both

publikely and privately, upon all occdfions, but nothing muft ever:

be faid o done to thems by which they have any caufe to thinke they

ate in Gods favour before they turne from their finnes ;- for it the ¢ per, 4, 18,
moft righteous fcarcelyand with much adoe, be (aved, where fhalf fuch ‘
wicked and [iners appeare, and whathope is there forthem?

And fecing in thethings of this life they have their eaf2, pleafureand o f'z .
priviledges above the godly, what are then the priviledges of theSafnts € jop Ky iy
if alfo in fpirituall ordinances and heavenly prerogatives they are -
equallized with them ; alas;the men of this world fealt and laugh and
dominerc in their purple,fcarlet,and flefhly wantonnefle, when ma- z Semrs.23
ny of Gods deare children weepe and mourne in fecrer beforethe ; rorg.ya.3:
Lord, and are faineto pinch hatd, goe thin, lie in prifon, and ome- gy, 5 5,
times goe to the fhambles, that they may bz tryed as gold in the fire, Ephefty. 120
and all the privileges of the Sains, is their free accefle to God, theixr
fellowfhip in thcir Sabbaths,Sacrifices, Prayers, bleffings, feales. and

new

C 3.

and 5. x0.

Pfal: 37,60 -
~
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oBlosre ity fomgsofpraife, in all which they meet with Chrift their Savioug,

Hhibtate o {o gather new comfort and sefiething daily, amidft the many

croffes and troubles of this tranfitory world.

1tisbeft for wicked mento be kept from the comforis of
Jalvation, wntill they repent, -

Sect.6. F wicked men be offered no meanes whereby to apply comfort or
1. the favour of God to themfelves,then they are driven prefently in-
to confideration with themfelves, what the reafon fhould be that
they may not enter into the Santuary, and touch the holy things ;
and why they may not feaft with Chrif® at his Zable as well as othersp
and why their fellowfhip is fhunned in fiich exercifes wherein wee
. draw neeret unto God, and converfe familiarly withhim ? Why
their feed may not bee baptifed, nor themfelves acccepted as the
Lords guefts, butare excluded from all fich things as may encou-
Mat, 231223, rage and comforr them.being, as it were, bound band and footsand ma
3 Tim.g. 3. 30 heare of nothing but of the Za¥, Judgement and threatening again
them : and in this, every mans heart {hall anfwer him, and hee{hall
fay; ic is, becdufe T walke in flefhly libertie, and give my felfeto
vaine and evill courfes; Tam a common fivearer, a lyer, adif-
fembler, a wanton, a drunkard, a gripet after the world, or fome fuch

- Lukea2:3o

xc®éo.

evill, for which, as God hath faid, 1 (hall not enter o bis Kigdome;
10 his people fhun mee, and get them from mee, and had rather haye
Bfhssiag  myroom than my company,] muft know nothing of the Lords fecrets,
becaufé T feare him not,-tiey will tel me nothing of their fiveet
comforts, but I languiflv about temporarie toyes, and fleet up and
downe as the world favours and. frownes, and the height ofall m
Pt 47 comfortis, butto have my cattell, my corne, my tradeand my wealtK
increafe ; o ifthefe faile, to cheere up my heart with a cup of frong
liquor, or to heare or fee fome Tragedic or merty conceit, and if
- thefe things helpe notmee. T am Icft remedilefle ; but T fee there are
\ Sam 30. 6. others that can comfort thicrfelves i God, when the world failes them,
Rem. 5.3 and can rejayee in tribulssion, and mocke the world, as fcorning to
76 1. 21, have their hearts moved nush with any fuch cranfirory things.

2 Now furely thefe men have (ound fome extraordinary macter to veft

' and (tay themfelves in and i T were reforined. & reftrained from my

evill life, and did bozorme anesy voan. 7 0suld kony whatitisand

they would be sigiitwlad of my o iz " iderbrace me

Sal, 1. 22,23, and honour mv as the
goe onely witha & el
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dreames, and walke up and downe as a thiefe witha halter con--

demned.of God and his people;and if death {eize on me in this eftate,

before T amend, as Tam excluded fiom all fellow(hip of Chriftians

here, fo. thall T forever be {hut from them inthe kingdome of glory,
and ifthere be a helly furely Ifhallfall inwo it -~ .

And this will worke repentance in many,and in others.abr;l}[mmc,. ‘
and as for Atheifts and Hypocrites, which are in leagne With bell, and rob 2154, .
have fought againft the light of reafon and confCience, till they are o
paft-feelmgithey will hereat the more difcover themfelves,1nd foame os¢ m’k«.i.};.’
their owne fbaie, that the faith, patience and fincerity of the godly may
the better appeare; and be approved, and the condemnation of the

-the more juft.
tah\i;hereas con]trariwife,.wben all manner of gracelefle men are fed F
with.the feales and pledges of Gods fauour, and: invefted into the full _lx(:'dh:g::s wic-
privilege and higheft prerogative with the moft s.’.,odl_v in FI}C Church, verfiontogive
and.that it is daily told-him, there is the body and blood of CLrift given for whe Sacraméncs.
bim, how. prefumptuoys doe they.grow ? “and how confident of their
owne-excellency? how audacious:in evill  and how ftornefull againtt gﬁffl“"'
men ofa ftri¢t and fober life ? no reproofes nor counfell.nor exhorta- #/%523- 4
tiorr can take effect with thermn, nor fcarce have an eare lent jt, Tell
them. of wicked men and damnation, they’ll fend youto ﬂﬂm‘, or
Turkge: or India, among(® the Heathens or Papifts, for why ? they are
Proteftants, and haye a found Religion, and-are borne, baptized,and Lo
brought up in 2 Chriftian common-wealth and Church,and eate ¢he Tefn6.53.
flefb, and drinke the blood-of Chrift, in whom. they fay, they truft to be P
faved; thoughthey never mtate bis examples, but notwithfanding all ks, v55.
their- prefumption, they have not ftroke one true-ftroke at finne, 8. 23.
nor begun the wotke of mortification, not’ crauléd one fooxfrom
their corruptions, much lefle are they entered into the ftate of Rege-
neration, or begun the life of grace, but doe make the Gofpel, and the
fealcs thereofiin the abufé thereof; a cloake for their fin and asa char-
tet to beare them out in all their evills,like thofe rebellious Iewes, who tormad
brought oblasions and cryed, The Temple, The Temple, when their hands 77.7:4. 3.9

were full of blood, and their wayes fraught with all wickedneffe.

e

ps
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1t is in vaine 10 feeke the reformation of a Churchywhen
the mascerialls are nanght.

SECT.7. He Church being a building or houfe, if it {o fall out thatthe
maise pillars and materialls are rotten, and that it is founded
* butupon Briers, brambles and rubbifh, how fhall this houfe
ever be mended or made found, otherwife then by a quite demolifh-
ing of the frame, and building another of other and founder fuffe >
Many have fought divers wayes to reforme and amend this Church,

- but all helpeth not, except the matter were more found and ©olid.
1. _ Somecryour vehemently uponthe Prefates and Governours ofthe
}‘hclB'izfihgeps in Church, thinking, that if they were away, all would be well, where-
g anebencr  in how much they aredeceived, appeares in this': firR, The Prelates
sall muleide  2re not worfe, nor in any fenfe fo evill, comparatively, as the generall
of the Land. - multitude is, either for ignorance, prophaneneffe, inhumanity, &e,
fo as there were ten times more reafon to defire to be freed from the
generall multitude then from them : fecondly, Neither is it poi-
. fible to governe this rude and unbroken multitude by an Eldexfhip,
il;:xgm }f:;c or Presbyteriall policic ; for they would laugh them to fcorne, and ex-

N

Soeamall  ceptthey had lecular power conferred upon them, or attending on
weapons them (which were the way to make every Parith a high Commiffi
© " on) their counfell, admonitions, and cenfures, (hould be in asbafe
Gen39:9.  effeeme as Lois counfell was among the Sodomites; fo that the Prelates
government is the belt that can be for fuch a tumultuous and un-

-, brokenmultitude.

Others there are, that would faine cry downe the Ceremonies ; as
Cap, Surplice, Croffe, kpeelmg, ¢s¢, and perlwade themfelves, that ifthey
might net be urged. all would be well. 'And moft true it is, they are
The ceremoni matters neither commendable nor ufefull, but might well be fpared,

¢ ceremenics | . 1 cll b
are fic oma-  without any danger that 1 know of, but whatfhall we fay; theyare
ments for acar- fuch ornaments and jewels, as this mulritude and their forefathers

mll multitede. |y opohirwith them outof £giptian darknefle and they are fhill good

ke ﬁnough for apeople, whofe Religion ftands more in formes and
N#A7:333% foures, then in truth and fubGtance. and if thete were no wifer then

1, they fhould keepe them ftiil, and be halfe Proteftants halfe Papifts,
which is jult neither. untill they had reformed their morall vices,
which are azaint the cleare light both of Scripture and Reafon, and
as for the godly and right informed Chriftians they (hould intheir
Church eftate, be farre caough from fiich vaine affemblies or vaine
ordinances, : :
Others,
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Othets there are, ‘who thinke, that if every Pari{fh mnggmttchgionﬁe: 3.
d;w.nwneMxp,dimg@l wauld. goe well, .b;ut the eﬁ arfhf :{1 h\% e e i ot
fuppofitions without ground 3 For, firlt, if che Parifhes had chat li- The Palh 2t -,
boaty- freely given them, dnd that the body-of the multimde might 070, e
come t’ogcti:xcr to caft up their caps at fuch an Fie.iton, thf:re'V\l‘ere like their Minifters
enough to be entertainment for 51"the loole and idle Schollers and
blacke Coats, that any of our well governcd Schocles ﬂmg@d fpew
ou, of 'which, though fome now be entertained lalamefully,‘ylgt - 4
themidoubtleffe many more would be, ele how could there belike ﬁff) :g -
people like Prieft > fecondly, What have fiach men to doe, to give 742
voyce or fentence to choofe or refufe any man about the fervice of
God, #vho care not for Godyneither know either hinfor them-
felyes b othirddy, - with-what comfort could any godly man ftand
Minifkexnimo them; to whotn in equall proportion (ﬁg‘ce they have
chofen him) hee-muft: proftitute the holy things, whileft they re-
maine difobedient afd unfaithfull == o Courese e
"Some others there are, who ftumble at the Ecclefiafticall Cousts ;
othersare offended at the forme and Ringin marrtages fomeare ttgl}- o
bled abaut the ¢roffe s others acthe firplice; fome will not have their The parifh mul-
wives Churched § others will not Kpeele at the. Sacrament, &¢. and fo ey ceste
onien onc thing, and another in another thing, even asthey affeCt mones.
and have et theit mindes, fflumbling at a fraw, and lespingovera
blocke, like Ionah, who was angry to death forthe Goard, but the Im48.9.3015.
death of a thoufand people never grfeved him : or like little children,
which leave open the doores,that thieves may come in,and then cover

.them undér thebed cloathes,  Alas, what fatety is there in amending

efetrifles,- when the body is naught, and can brooke no petfonor
tﬁ?&g’ thitisgood ? were got he a foolifh man, that havinga H)]t_ten -
carkafke, ready to drop in pieces, would yet fend for fome furbuthing
Surgeontotake off the warts,and helpethe wrincles of hi 'ﬁci ; cadn Harogors
ey fuchhing make an evill tree an evill man, or an evill cllm‘lltgudc 32
good ? Tfall humane inventions were taken from them, an ;.. ’?.h s
pure Ordinances executed amon them, were they any lt xgjg X e
better ; or werethey not indeed fo much the worfe, and the fusther
in the guilt of taking Gods name invaine> -

And therefore I conclude, it is a fequeltration, and nota re ’:r

‘mation that will heale us, helpeus, and giveusa right Church cltate

for-to joyne unto.
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It is amarter of greas weight and )z_cce,ai_ty, for Chriftians
10 livein aright ordered (hurch. _ :

SecT.8. : ] ,
g, thing for 2 man to come intoany other Church eftate or order,
Objeit.x, ., buttharinthe midft of chefe confufions, he may content him-
felfeto heare now and then fome profitable Sermons in the affemblies,
and catch here and there a piece; in reading; hiearing and conferring,
by which he may not onely become atrue Eonvert; butalfo be con-
firmed and Rablithed-in grace, and havehis foule fed aud nourifhed
to lifeeternall ; and if falvation may be had in that eftate, what need
oo is there to come into any other Church order? v
dnfir. 1.
. faved who never come into a right Church-eftate and order, but
..+ + knowing no better, or through weaknefle fearing to doe better, live
‘- " and die in this Church’ (or fome ‘worfer) as itis; for wedce not
Uo7 makethevifible Churehto be fo priviledged asthat none out of it can
At be faved ; for we receive men into the Church, whom we deeme
- PTRAAR - faichfull, and in Chrift before : And the right ufe of the Officesand
‘ Ordinances in the Church are properly to build up, and keepe men in
_ ‘the faith and obedience of the Goj[?:l, rather then tobring themtoijt;
o : - The Church i8a fpirituall corporation, wherein.the fubjelts of the
f:::g::‘s“:::' ‘heavenly (ing are kept in a more comely order and better obedience,
tyedto thevi- ‘but the incorporating ot joyning tothe Church doth not make men
fibleCheeh.  {ubjeéts o“Chri(’r, which before were not 3 bur it isan ignotantva.
nity, _to hold that unconverted men may be received into the Church
" and fellowfhip of the Saints, under hope of converting thern. Wee
therefore grant, that converfion, faith, graceand falvation, may.pof-
fibly be had in'many of thefe affemblies. yea, we know many whe
“have the true fignes thereof. who yet live and converfe in them.

But whatthen ? Will men ufe the utmoft liberty they can, that
-they may " alfo pleafe the flefh -and the world; and avoid petfecution,
. if they may but be even thread-bare Chriftians, and in the end be

faved? furely I would nothaveany good man have firch athoughr,
fince itis fo nezr of kin to Aypociifiesfor even Hypocrites will ferve God
for wages, and would doe fo much good as might bring them toefer-
nallfife. bat fincere and confcionable Chriftians ufe to have refpect

A8 11 17,

Mat.v5. 16,
Plal 139, 6.

Ads 033.

ndisas 6, b0 adl Gods Commandements, and to fuch further degrees of obedicnce, as
3 dohs 3. 3. 4. - God from time to time (hall reveale unto them ; for otherwifé their faith

and obedience may of themfelves be queltioned, whether it pn;;ecd
’ . - trom

.Ut‘fbme, perhaps, may thinke it a fmall matter, and a needlelfe.

Tanfwer, that it is not denyedy but it is poffible that men rﬁay be:

{o longed atter, and loved of Gods fervants, as that they have com-

- whatfoever is wanting in the ourward gloryiis fupplyed fevenfoldin -~
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from thelove of God or themflves,feeing they can doe nothing firther
then may barely pleafure themfelves? o -

" And as'God faw itnot good for man in innocencic to be dme,and . 2.
terefore fanCtified marriage for his mutuall helpe, {o as he hath ga. Gew2.13.
thered Sairits out-of the Werld by bereand therca man, heehath alfo 5 ror.i1. 32,
fantified fellowfbips, and Churches, which muft neither be defpifed Hetr. 10, 25,
nor forfaken 5 and this brotherly fellowfhip of the Church hathbeene .
pared it to the moft pleafant dew and fiweet oyntment, theone ra« prur, 133,53,
vilhing the eye, the other delighting the {mell, yea, cven Baltam that Numb, 24. 5.
Sorcerer-was content to commend the comely harmony and ordc; of -
the Tents of the houfe of ucvb; and how excellent and pleafanta thing )
it is, ta fee the Saints 8 fervants of God communicate together in his ;rh'f 3’2‘&:‘ of
facred Ordinances; and how fruitfull and profitable fuch courfesare. church
hath in -part beene. fhewed already, and (hall more fuly hereafter,
And I muft outef minepwne experience confefle, that the living in
a fociety -of Chriftiansifet intheright order of the Gofpel, isone of
the- gredteft -helpes we have in this world, to the obedience of the
Go{;%éﬂ, yea; and fo fullitis of fiveet and found comfort thatit even 1 perr.z,
ravilheth the Angels, -and is indeed nextco heaven it felte, if thingsbe
carried with holinefle, wifedome and love. N :

. For in fucha Church. all the gifis and graces. of the fpiritarefrecly 3.
fhewed forth without reftraint, there the Word of God is not bound e profie ang
inby policy, radition, cuffome, &c. the utmoft extent of Gods re- fwest comfore
velations to the fonnes of men, are there openly difplayed, and the of the Chiwch, .
higheft-fraine of puge affections are there fhewed ; it you have a E
Word of Wifedome or exboration, there you may uteer it. If you would a cor.xai 29,
learyse apy thing, there you may aske and receive freely ; If you have 305 3% -
caufe to weepe and mourne, they will mourne with you ; or have
you caufe of joy 2 they’Hl rejoyce with you ; ftand you in need of in-
Briion,exbaibation or comfors ¢ they are ready to give it you ; doe you Vesrs:
frumble or fall, either by error of judgement, or fatling in converfa. V%3¢
tion ? why,theywill help both to raifc and hold you up haveyou Gal. 6. 1.
need of fomegenle.rebules, as a balme to your foule 5 or of! fome fharp 1 Tsef5.24.
and fevere threathings to beat downe, your froud b yea, need you £/ 141. 5.
ought cither for foule or body ? why, theie itisto behad fieely ; and -

X {orax. 10,

the inward.grace ; yea. and I may fay of it a8.Sabazs Queene faid of
Salomens wifdome, It Was uot told.me the balfé ; nor-it.cauriotbeex-
preff=d either with pen: or tongue. what wonderfull pleafure.and
fweetnefle there is in a Chriftian fellowlhip. ‘ _
And out of doub, if wee'were notfaller of carnall policieand
fenfility then wee are of fpirituall grace and foundnefle, wee

2 Chros., 6

would racher choofe to endure affliétions and. de<td, in tucha fo- Heborrizge 6.

D s ciety,
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ciety. then: to live i the:Counts of Kings, yosked witls infidelsand:

- evall livers.
g Per. 4. 38,

- many thallgoe fo farre: as to preach: Chrift, and

Ephef 3135,

love the convesfing in a righv ovdered: Church,. they wouldgive

And it acthe la} day the vighteous fhall fearcehy be fived, andihar
] ¢ 0 pres , doe mariy great:
Mot 78 35 v worksin b1s N ame.. and yet fhali bcﬂmuputoﬁ the Kingilome, whar
7 greag carehid there ‘need o beto featahand found eur heamsanditg:
afeand improveall the telpsandmiéanes which Godhath lefefor our
growthand ftablithing in grace; and for provoking andrenconrage.-
i1z of us to proceed from- one degree of perféGionto-another » and:

- if men did burknow how much ivttood:vhem in hand. to rcgam’i- and

theit foulesno reft till they wererim is:but:forwant: off experimen-

¢ Kirgs 5., 1all knowledge thereof. they dove uponitheiv-Syrtinwiatérs, 23 Noanan
v : ind P if they. had cated: the plesfant
Jtreames that flow from . this. SeniMary,: théy would rather be doore-

Biewysass did upon dbanah, and Parphar s

Pfal.84. 10

keepers therein: then dwell inthetentsoftheungodly. -~ 77 -
Yeeaand wefee daily,that even thecorruptions dhd frailiesof men
do caltforfuch a meanes.to help them forward ;- foriwch ishe igro-
ranceand perverinefle of onr nature; 4s that e are apt to fer Light by
s Saman.2.1.p thedodtrine rught in the affemblies;andithink the Preacherifpake to
42237 fuch and fuch. but it belongeth not to us, like David, who wasin. 2
fweet dreame; all the while that Nathan propounded his.generall
_ Parable, but when the Prophet told him thathe wasitbeman; he began
The rieceffity of 10 looke about him : fo we: have divers that havemade fome pros

the difeipline
of Chifh

grefle in Religion, and yet flicke in: fome evill pra@ice or otherin-
converfacion, and can fimile upon the Preacher, and goe merrily

home, thinking; becaufé he named:them not, thathe ha:h given them
leaveto goeon in evill,andfo'they doe,andhere is no further meanes

to pull them out, . . .

" T RN . A
Butina feciety of Chriftians, under the policy ofthe Golpelj the

Word of God followeth them home to their doores, and i their *
callings and converfitions, yea,intotheir chambers and fecret places;

and the brother «;fended actheir fwarving from Chrifk, reproveth; ex-
horteth, and perfwadeth to obedience, and if gentle admonitions will
not prevaile, he ufeth- tharpnefle; and: if the finne be nozorious and

L. " feandalous, and that the perfon will-not humble himfelfe ‘and:repent;
sei . he proceedeth to open rebuke and cenfure thercof (as before is thew-
eff, 2.

ed)thar if it be poffible the offender may be recovered and faved,and:if

nots-yerthat the fellowfhip may be purified:and purged, and fcandall
removed fromithe profeffors of the Gofpelland way of God.
5. Befides, the revolting andback-liding of many Chriftians, even

2 Sam, 13. 5.
Ffa)i 4918,

rous, prodigall or Wanton in flelHly Kberty, and inhis doing,

“eryethout forthis help ; many proteffors of Religion are oftendra=n
afide tobale and fervile ufe of this world; and often times grow eov2-

they have.
hany

, ;:)lrof'G

Ik Gad ifs Sfone. L
many of their parifh-members to uphold and fivour ghem, and what gy, x. 33,

nes-ufe the Chriftian profeffors to recover fich ? doethey any
r:;:;ﬁﬁ::f talkeof it one tg another; and fay ‘ fucha onc‘hath dong
this, zudhe hatvdone thay, toffing the evillabous vgxthofut ﬁlt(a_rc; an
glorying in their owne gifis, eminence and: integrity, ipeaking Bic-
terly againft them ; butother meanes to recover the offender, or lfc-
move the fcandall from the Gofpel, they have none, nor- none they

ooke afier,cxcept fome unadvifed man run'and féich'a feriterice from
1fgomkec :vﬁo bad rﬁcd to be firft cenfured themfelves, e
“ Wihieteas, if they had thie right ufe of diftipline amorigft them, no

doube. thoufinds of fuch might be recovered, to thie great joy of

' {Yes'and otliers, wheteas ow, going on without'thiis meanes,
ﬁhmg%gﬁréll;f ‘whietlier - ever they retarne out of the fiiare of chie
Diveliz =~ . e e Centivties fo be
ly;, even the mofk godly fland' sieed oftentintics to be
hei?&éb‘;l;faf:’ruﬁr rebukes and admonitions, and it is }l:q fmauf
sriviledag for them to live in fuck a fociety, as vehere ¢ he cyes ?
&éitﬁ‘fcd‘nrzn are 15 lovingly fet upon them; thg;‘,:h,ey will ot fuf-
ferthérti €6.goe off inr finne:; "and though it often (éeme(g{igyauéto
our nature, to bevebuked; yétupon fecond drouﬁhts, and enc_mAsd‘ c-
Tiberation, they cotnt themfelves Happy men, that-cver they live 1:(1!
fixch @ fociety, as would not fuffer them'to tranfgrefle; ye’g,,l | an
though many Chriftians be {o miortified, that they cannot fa i‘t:tio
any “Icandalous (inne, yet dheir fauls may be greatml‘\{ldlr;]gt l r
salents, and not improving theix gifts and endowments for tue :4 0&
v of God, in which, though" themfelves thinke all is well, bzm
eafe themfelves in a kinde of modeftie; yet others of :henrﬁ r.e].l.
‘thien fee it to be agrear fault jn’them,and give g;ei? no reftti
ghcy* have drawne them tofet their light upon the Zable,  God
"Xk ad what pitieis it to it fo'many gifts and §races of Godto
lie hid and afleepe; for want of opportunity. and pyovcifatfx?;! :ﬁo
ufé them ? all which, if they wereina foci and Churc o( alf -
full and zealous mér;, would be brought forth, and made ufe of to

" the glory of God the benefit of others, and the great €>mfort of

, ! ang e "
s h 1 ufe thefe graces : And thus we fee of what necef:

(f'::: ﬂ‘s"’éiniu Chriftians to joyne themfelves ur_lto,handdcox&

verfe in a fociety of faithfull men, walking vifibly in the order

the Gofpel.
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The reformed (hurches are not condemmed,. but admo-
nifbed byihis firiipralice, i e iR
RN [ L AT J,f,':_I:,Z‘f ‘
SOme,bbiC&.:. that this Profeffion and :ﬁi‘a'&ti‘,cféﬂ,’ in 3dmitfing o
Religious tellowfhip with yg_i;kﬁdliﬁeﬂ;..?.élld‘éﬂm?fb Al vefor:
med Churches’ in France, Belgia, Helvetia, ¢re. fince they afevery

-defective in their people and éompanigs for the mofk pars.

To which I anfiver, fir(t, that thefe are bt popular and needléff;
exceptions te make a noyfe in the world, and to bring us if thé iore
contempt : fecondly,the refornied Churches are not fo'well knowne un.-
te us, as that we can paffe any fentence upon them, fimply to jutifie
them or condemnethem ¢ thirdly, fo farre as we doe gﬂdv‘v’tﬁem,

we finde them feparated and diftinguilhed from the vaine wérld,and

{oare notours : fourthly, the things they doe in thie mo/bip of God are.
voluntary, and without compulfien, foate ot outs s fifthly, theirofs -
ficers are chofen by the congreg

ation, 10 are not ouys : fixthly, thei
worfhip is oncly the Woid of God andithe lively graces'oftiis fpiri s
fo is not ours : feventhly, their government is by an' Edeyfbip o
Preshytery, fo'is not ours;; And allthef¢ things @xﬁi}jg together, con-

fidered, we are farre from. condeimining thern,, and are faryc neeret

them in our pratice, theprthe parifb.affembliesare. * " 0

And if yer by reafon 6f their great popularitie in fome Ciries, wheré
divers thoufands are ofgneé ht_i;éﬁ,‘é}rid fo miete in fundiy feverall
places) and o cannot poffibly be knowne of their Offé7s, arof one
another,but that inany corguptperfons may lurke a(ﬁ"ggi;x?'ghé‘ ip.20d
notbe found ous, and fo/candall is broughtupsu'thien’; e_c,'gjng’
that by long cutome, and for feare of inconveniences; all private're-
bukes are ufed onely by their Elders and. Officeis: ft}ﬁ’rdfy}"@? that for
feate of fome fpen, or-through error of judgemgnt, they, biprzethe
Infants of 2l manner of wicked pagents, that are, of 116 Chirch or
Religion, being broughtunto them ; If I fay”for .thefe andthe like
failings we reprove’ and exhort them, and defire, iheir. amendment,
and practice otherwife our felves, yet it doth notfollow, nor is true,
thatwe conderonethem. ™ - 0 T T .

Neither is 2 man bonnd to determine of ether perfons then him-
felfe, tor che cercrinty oftheir eftate, nor of other Churches. thenthat
where he lives, for their externall obedience : firlta man is bound to
fee that his owne eftate be good with God § next. he is to looketo i,

that he five in fuch a Church and Society, where 2!l the meanes and

kelps areto continue him in that eftate; but for other peifons and |

Churche

ly; or.
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Chuzches, all meddling with them fhould be fparing and modeft,

and.except fome prefumptuous evidences appeare, and that a manbe

juitly called toThew his judgement, the leffehe fpeaketh of them, the

more honefty and wifedomehe declares. - -©* -

. ;And were it fo, that we fhould condémne the reformed Churches,
(which God forbid) and therein doe foolifhly and ralhly,what were
that to the juftification of the-Church of £nglaird ; or for the hinde-

rance of oltr exceptions againft it; except yout will frame this confe= .
quence; that becaufe we are in'one thing, therefore we areinall, -

which 15 too hard a fentence to fand for a maxime.
- Neither "
parifh aflethblies falfe Chusches,nor care for thofe big and loud cen-
Auites iof Antichriftian; Babylonifb; falfe,:¢re. they are but words and
termes-pfpravocation, which we'can'well fpare; dnd it is enough
“thar-we findeiit nor-eteled aceording to the order of the Gofpel, but lz{
humane authority and compulfion, and that it is one with the world,
-and that these is ot in itall the meancs to Rablifh,comfort confirme
and build up every foule in the wayes of God : thefé and the like are
fufficient motives to perfwade men that feare Geod, to finde out a bet-
tter.and fafer wayto walke in, aiid a Church thit is more neer the
\A}wﬁ[ﬂ patterne,: .. - .. : C

- Andas for firangers, and Churches in forraign nations, asthey are
not of our language, 10-we cannot know them as our owne ; for he
‘thatknoweth firangers and forraigners, as well as his owne neigh-

3

doe we fay;that the Church of England isno Chwrch, or the

‘bours and country-men, it is a figh¢ ehat he is very unfociable,or

elfe his eyes are not where they (hould be; -
e R N T oo

YR 2 T R Y

..

The pr'oki_bétiw}f the Wagiﬂmte, ?bougb he be a Chri-
ftidnymay not binder our obedienceto the Gofpel.

) S‘Omé,'objeﬂ, and that not without colour, that fince we live e

der a Chriftian Magiftrate, we muft be contented, and thankfully -
i.,accept fo much liberty in the Gofpel as he will allow, and thatit -
is 2ligne of great unthankfulneffe and difloyalty to him, toalteror

adde in Ghurch matters, and publique wotfhi p, ofto doe more, or
otherwife then he commandeth or alloweth, -
Tanfwer, firft, that when the Magiyftrates are Chriflians, weare
the more to Jove and refpect them for their Chriftranity.but !l their
Magiftracie and civill power is onething, and their Chrittianity and
Religion is ancther. :
Secondly, the fame reverence and confiionable obedience were
: to

~

dnfwery, ©

2.
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Chriftian Ma-
giftrates com-
mands may not
ftand againft
Gods,

AFs5. 290

1 Per. 2.17.
Dan6.7+ 10.

S.

Mat, 10, 38,
6.

Obedience to
Magiftrates
may be in fuf-
fering as well
as in doing.
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‘to begiven tothe civill power, as Gods Ordinance, thoughy .
fon which.hath ghis powep, ;_w’ere a Turke, or an hj&k[ff ufﬁfﬁfm

{ame Jove.in the fellowfhip.of the Gofpel and communion:of: :
FNbcéghgr doth ét;:: S{: ;ip:umr? ,[?/;o'\?idé foli.lﬁriy«other kiad?gro m,%;:{;::;
of obedience to Chriftian, Magi/trates ( v {1 d ari
thelxs:fb " g’l co v:here Hm&nf ‘. (w en any iach Qagulg arife)
Eourthly, neither can I ever conepive, how-this (hould
re_atfqn,. that wemuit forbeare thefe and thefe 9ra6ti:cs'gv§ie:l$&;
requireth, becaufe the Magijbrates axe Chriftians,and forbid:it, except
it follow alfo.that we muft alfo forbeare it if they Were: Heathbens; un-
leffe a man thould hold this pafition, that aman jis in.more hondage

" under Chriftian Governours,then under Heathens, finceithe Gaetion i

not concerning fuffering;but concerning daing : and if any Chriti-
an Magxﬁr,arcﬁlall by any a&soshwc_sf?duimi; h’ind:r;'gqxlrét}ée
of Gods Lawes s as his Chriftianity cannot exctrfehim in khe Gourt of

heaven, fot mifleading, fo much lefle can it excufe us, -when we fol.

. Jow him in evill ; and whatfoever the power be; orthe perfon which

hath it, if it tight again® Gods Injuntttons, . i
that faid God is to be pleyed ra{ls,er’thil» man ,w ;r?:iaxyf ﬁﬁimﬁl}gﬁ
biddentopray or to preach, oro.love brotherly. fellow/bip, et et thele
things muft {till be done in the moft ample manner weean.” * -
Fitthly, neither is ic any difloyalty to Princes and Governotirsat
all,when Gods commands are preferted-before theirsiefpecially fince
weare willing to fuffer their copreftions and punifhments for o
-doing, counting. indeed: their corrreRions, butasFlea-bites; to his
which can eaft both body and foule intohells; ¢ o i
Sixthly, and in the things wherein we muft differ, we endeaveur
tocarry them peaceably, fo farre as we can without difturbing, dif-
gracing or depraving any offices or orders by him placeds not de-
nying, but ‘willingly hearing the Word from any. confcionable and

- faitl‘xt%ﬂ*ll)’re'a’chdr,,;and fo farreas we may without finne, to {itbmit

to other orders ; being moderate in ouraffe@ions;' peaceablein otir
prattiees, in _the things wherein we differ ; and if glcl that ferve not,
.we {hall thinke it our further glory to fuffer, and endure any punifb-
ment, either to bands or death with patience, that we may fillfill our
.courfe with joy, and not be athamed of his bafenefle, who fuffereda
(hamefull death. to advance us to a glorious life : and we proteft in
the fight of God, that we can make no other anfwer ot excufe from
the Magiftrates Chriftianity, except wee fhould flatter him, arid
deceive our feives. . )

’

" _ Mofes
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 Mofesexample in building the Tabernacle, was no ordi-
aayyrule for afier vimes. I

A Ofes the Man of God,a geod Goverrordid appoint all things @ . ~oye

M for the Tabernacle and pgﬁbliqt'xé fervice of G_g)d,\?virfiouc_con’. S(')"bc 3;'] I.
L. {i\Iting either with Prieft or people; and had the wrath of God V)" 4.

againft any that oppofed his courfes ; fo now the people and Mini- Eﬁu;s’;

lters muft have an eye sothe godly Governows to fee-what they com- 32", 3

mand, and fec that they practife it, withour impofing, infufing or

pralifing otherwife in any thing then he alloweth. : )

‘Tanfwer : firft, this (heweth what godly- Magiftrates ateto doe 41/, 1.
i the macters of Gods fervice, nainely, to obferve his will ; bue what I.
the Priefts o people might have done, if Mofes fhould have beene de-
feive, is yet queltionable. . ‘

Sccon"dll, Mofes, as he wasa Prince, fo hewasa Prophet, and the 2

et

onely'@;;{ that ever was, except Chuift, and he had his familiar Dew34.10:
catke with God, for all matters about the Tabernacle, and was by him g4, 35,41,

immediately dire€ted ; o that forany to go about to dire& and order -
him in thofe things,had been high prefumption and undoubted evills
But now, no Magiftrates that T know of, are fuch Prophets, or have Mofes Magittra-
any fuch immediate Revelations, but learnc of God according to the ¢ fisgular.
common-order of other metrsyea,and ftand imasmuch need of coun-
fell and advice (that ¥ fay not more); as any other men ofanycalling
whatfoever s and therefore till they have” Mfes learning, how fhall
they ufe Aofes teaching? : _
“Thirdly.neither did the Princes of Ifrael afterward take upon them -
this fole diretion, but were contented (' be reproved and coundel-
led by the Prophets & Priefts, both for their failings in theit converfa-
tion, and for their etablifhing the worthip of God;as we may fec in 1 Chrenxy. 4«
David, Afa,Tebofaphat,loefh,lofiab,and the reft,yea,and all the writingsof 2 %f;"»',s;- >
Ufaiab, leremy,Exechiel, and the reft, are fo many fermonsof direttion 3 Chv'i-s 4230
and advice to the Kings of Ifracland Juds : Now, if thefe godly Kings a4.
did thus, who can thinke that any now can bs privileged fo farre as
to befole Law-givers for the Church of God ? .
Fourthly, theRevelazions of Mafes were delivered with fuch bee-

* venly Majefty,Signes, Miracles and wonders from heaven as no man cottld Eved: 2048,

dovibe or call in queftion, of the immediate finger of God, in the and 4. 38.
eftablifhing of them; but never fince,nor now neithet, are there any 24 5

Laws or Precepts of Princes confirmed with thac heavenly Teftim. =

m, but that doubt may be made, whether the King of heayen ratifie

them or not ? E Fifthly,
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s. . Filthly, When Mofes wrote Lawes, no man had ever written any
before him,  that as thefe Lawes were infallible, {o they were alone,
but now divers Magiitrates make their Laws different,for the Church
and Religion, and if we may not awmidft.them all, and withoue dif-
paragement to an{ man, cleave unto che Lawes of Chrift, who infal-

Heb, 3, 3. 2. 5, ibly hath given the Lawes for the Church as did Mofes for the Taber..
: 7. nale, and.is become our everlagting Prigft_and Propret forever; and

4

»+ P muft reigne over hisalone; we'(hall prefencly haveas grganﬁ ﬁzaﬁms

of Churches,as there arife Governonrs, and as. many Church Eawes
 as the unfetled mindes, and uncertaine capacity of fraile man
- pleafeth tomake, '

6" Sixthly, If Mofes example.in giving the Law for the Tabernacle i}
teach us to fiibmit to the Religious Laes of Chriftian Princes now, ,

without quettioning, or altering, then why ought we not alfo (ifwe
_ for it.cannot be denyed, but that they . are Chryftians? And what
x dxﬂqf\gwr 10 folly and ignorance was it in the Martyrs aforetime to lofe their lives

Martysdome: (5 many of them, nd expofe themfelves and theirs to fuch flavery and

5z xeimifery, i in the Courtof heaven. and before God, they mighthave.

" 'beene excufed, 16 long as they had followed the Lawesof theix Chri-
w0 ftian Governours ? T ,

T Thcesamples of she Kingsof Hfracl and Judab, in relo-
ring Gods vor(lbip,doe ot bind 10 any fafbions in Religion,
bus Chrifts. _ o ' .

SECT.12. § Tisfusther obje&ted from the Kings of. Tfrael and Lidib, asDavid,

Objett. g,  Afa, Hexcihiab and Tufiab, e, who reftored Religion, repa;red the

2 Chrenzo.te.  ~ r

Gi51.2,3 any advice or confulration of the people ; and fo now,-the Kings as

K 81 apents to appoint and command the people as patients to fuffer and
‘obey that whic® is commanded, &¢c.

dnfver 1, _ : A

oughttobe in ged 'y Princes when faithfulacfle is departed from tei.

Lands, namcly, by their examples and ediéls. to feeke to raife fome:

life againe inthat whieh is dead, butthat the people may doc nothing
in Gods worthip, till their Princes begin, but may remaine as cold
and as carcleffe, or {uperftitious asthey, and asthe rebellious Jewes
were, isan unreafonableand unfound affirmation.  ~
S “For it cannot be imagined but ithad beene lawfullto have read
" the Law of Gad, though Djith had not commanded it; as sgfq xﬁc’
. ricfts

live under them) to fubmit to the Lutheran Artan, or Popifb Princes 3,

Ternple, arid brought in the Law and the Ordinances without

T anfwer, firft. all this il (heweth what forwardnef(le there
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D rie@s might have cleanfed the Temple, and have offered thé facri-

- fices, and the people might have eaten the P4jJéover,and brought their

oblations, though the Princes had forbid it, fince thefe Statutes were o 15,44,
not given onely to the Kings, but to all the Houfe of [{dt’l. P
As the Kings of IfraelandTudah were types of Chrift, the eternall 3.
King, o they were fucceflors and imitators of /s/es, and they onely
which 'moft @rictly followed Mofes, are moft approvedand com-
mended for their fartbfulneffe ; but now the fucceffion of Mofes being 2 Kng23-25.
cut off by amore perfet and better Lawgiver, there is now no Law
or policic that can be devifed for the gathering and otdering of the
Churchthat deferves any commendation, but onely Chrifts, yea,and
whofoever is not with Chrift therein; is againft kim, and be he what
he will, he is rather a fcatterer than a gatherer with him.
So that as the Kings of Ifvael looked 1nto the Lawes of Mofes for di-
rection to build, repaire and ftablifh the Temple and Ordinances of
God, then; fo now, if Princes will eftablith Religion, and fettle a
Church, whither {hallthey goe for a patterne but to Chrift ?

A Compayifon of the passeyne of Chrifts Church with the
Church of England. ' T _
Hrift, though he had all power_in heaven and carth, yet, he SEC T.13.
- raifed noforces nor pitched no fields to compell Nationsand 1.
Countriesto be of his Church, but fent out his Ambaffadors Mar.28.18,1.

-and Meffengers unarmed in any carnallweapons, to pafle thorow King- f'éf,' 14:17,18.
dormes and Cotuntries, with' intreatings-and bcf?ech’ings, to gather 2 Corose 30
here and there a man to.him, and fuch as by preaching would “##17.34
‘believe and by voluntaty fubmiffion would obey, of them onely he
became the Captaine and Head : fecondly, when hee had gathered his
Church together, he fed them not with dead decrees, nor carnall De- s
vices but with his Word, Elefb and Spirit, which nourithed to if¢ APetz
eternall ; thirdly, hee’ governed ‘them not by any ftately or pompouis
power, but by fuch rules and regiments as their rieceflities required,
and themfelves defired. , L

And ifnow by glittering fwords and founds of ttumpets Churches
be gathered by thoufands, and thit wee are growne to fuch pomp and
fwelling in words. that we can talke of a Catholigse yifible Church of
& Chriftian world, of a Nationall Church, ¢r¢, ™ o

Letthe multicides (otind asloud as they will, T feare mee heaven
will have never themore of them, ‘bur when all 'sdone, his Word .
will fand that faich, Fow fiide the way to life, and Chrift choofeth not Mat..13.14.
a world; but a remnahe out” of the world. ‘ oo
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SECT.14. TRuc ivis, that when the Kings of Indéh commanded the Ordi-

- houfe of darons whether the
* ingstothem or not? :

‘reftitation, burning in (fead of whipping, and cutting off the head in

T —rs

SR6 LAY S'l,‘pg‘gz

And yet, whilet proud fle(h and caruall policic thus vaialy pre-
- fameth how'doe men Rruggle and frive by wit,policic and‘learynii)ng,-;
to make that {tand for truth, which onelv times have hatched, andto .
make true Religion ftand wich all thic faire thew in the fleth that may
be. but in the meane time, whatfeattering, fcambling and contra-
difting there is, and how men are plunged and fumbled to bind the
truth and the times in a bundell, ¢hat even the moft wifelt and sblefd
have even loft themfelves.about it.
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A proportionable application of the Yewes State, unto ous
times. Dhia , ety

nances of Mofes, Jthe people were bound to obey them evenin .
Religious rites, but ifthey (hould havé varied fgm Mfes rule,
the queftion is, whether the people miﬁ{xt— have followed them with-
cutfinne, though even Davidor Inflab thould have doneic. |
Firft, asforexample, swhercas Aafes gave his Statutesto Ifiwe, if
now David {hould have compelled the Edomites or the Ammonites,or the
Philiftims whom he conquered, to have come into the Temple, with 8
offerings and oblations, being Genti'es and uncircumcifed ; whether -
the Priefts might have offered -their offerings, and the people have
prayed forableflingornot> -
Secoundly;ifhe would have madePriefls of any other theu of the
people might have brought cheir offe-

Thirdly, if other matters then Mofées Law had ordinatily beene
read and preached in their Synaghgues; whether the people muft have
come to heare itor not. - ' '

Fourthly, if among the Fudicials hanging had beene ufed in ftead of

ftead of pulling ofFthe fhoe : whether the people muft ftill haveex-
ccuted accordingly. : ‘

Firft, Butour affemblies are compaét in a manner of blacke Ethi-
opians, prophané¢ and .infulting Edomites, mocking and deriding Ame-
mfess T - S . ' :

* Secondly. ‘our Priclls ate made by an invented forme. and muft - g

hang upon the univerfail race, and not by the lineall fucceffion of

grace, and therefore cleftion ofthe people.
o Thirdly, and wee haveother teaching and fervice than the Word . 5
and Spurit of Chuifl,viz.by Hom. Carions' fpocryphs. prayers &c.
- ' o o Fourthly,

J‘“,

T[q:f;-Cgr f_-f.ﬂ STONE.

Fourthly, and in ftead of a Chriftian convition and ¢cenfure of
offenders by the Chriftian affemblie, wee have Comninations read in
Lent, and procefle comming out of Courts, which are bought and
fold, and flie in and out according tothe purfe_rather then according
tothe offence ; and what{hall we thake of all this, if we put it toge-
sher, furely. wee may- comparc it toadeprousbody, in 2 painted paper
coat, which neither hath foundnefle within, nor foiidnefle without,

But here isthe queftion, whether the godly mutt contentedly fub-
mitto all this pabeberie, and putting out that light, and difcerning thac
they have in thefe things, may bleffe their foules, and fay it isonely
the fault of our Governowrs 2 or whether all Chriftians arenotbound
tokeepe the patrerric left byhim who was more faithfull then Mofes, * Time 6. 130
without regarding .what any Prince or Potentate doth to the con-

trary.. .

'F)i'ﬁhly, Tndeed whatfoever abufe or negle&t there had beene of the
Temple in Terufalem, by the Kings, yet the people mi ht not withour -
fpeciall command have builcanother, but that Legall reftraint was-
not by occafion of any Kings command, but by a Scatute oftheLord,
who onely there had put his Name, and for a time it might not be al-
tered + but now fince mount 7 is every where, and that God is no
reﬁ)cé"ter of places or pesfons but is in the middeft o{;m-o or three of his
ervants, gathered in his Name, I fee not how the Church inany
{enfe can be ind or tyed to the pleafure and libertie of any mostall
man whatfoever. .

Siuthly, and if /zzish, being a godly Xing, was not oncly with- 5.
ftood, when he would have burned Incenfe, but even thruft out of the 2 Crma6ié:
Temlfalc when once he became a Leper, And fince finne was typed out
by Leproufie, and is fo_much more materijall then it, asa fubftance is
ogmotc value then athadow ; I fee not, but if wicked rulers now
fhould offer to joyne tothé Church, they may berefufed. and then
how much edfier may fich Subjets and fervants of theirs be refufed,
asare wicked and nought on whom the Leproufie of all vicioufnefle
cleareth and theweth it felfe in the behaviour. countenance. words -
and a@ions. notwithftanding their owne defire, and the dcfire of
any friends that love them not aright.
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The [ubmiffion of the Jewes to the Heathen Kings abour-
.gzldz'zg the Temple, is mo imitable pradlice abows the
wreh. - '

SECT.15. ' Omeothersobject the example of the Heathen kings, as Cyrus and
Objeth 6,” ) Darius, without whofe leave the Iewes could notbuild the Temple,
" and therefore how much lefle may. we thatare under Chriftiag
- Princes, gather and eftablith Churches without their diretion or
p alli)wafpce ?ﬁ . s o
. 1, anfwer firlt, That the time of building the Temple according to
the Prophets preditions was not come before they fét about it ; ﬁ)% if
Hagox. 2. jrhad, they muft have gone about it to their powers o foone asthe
commandement had beene forth,- w e
2. Secondly, The building ofthe Zemple was a matter of great charge
Nehe, 2.8 4nd labour, and required fuch materialls to doe it,as they being poore
Captives, neither had, nor were able to accomplith, o that thete was
an impoffibility in it, - o g
Thirdly, they were fervants, yea, captives and prifpners to thofe
Exed.12 35 36 Peathen Kings, ‘and muft not without a fpeeiall si, nfation from

God, (as was that of robbing the Egyprians) have left their Maftes’

and places; under whom by Gods juf} order thev were captivated.
P Fourth}y, t came of the Lord, that thofe beatben Kings thould (afier
they had for a time correfted his people) become their friends and
furtherers, in the fervice ofthe Lord, turning their love into'hatred,
and at Gods appointed time, provoke and ftrengthen them inbuil-
ding the houfe of the Lord God of Ifi4el, and thefe things confidered,
what force canthere be in thisexample » o
< Fifthly, And how commeth this farre fetched type, to be fo blind-
.ly urged, when the cleare truth in this point hath followed us fG clofe
at the heeles » Did Chrift when hee gave his Difciples comimiffion to
goe make DifCiples in all Nattons, bid them firlt aske leave of the
 Mar289.30, Magiftrates which were in thofe parts? No furely, neither did the
4 Apoftles and fervants of Chrift,when they went to and fro preaching
A& 8. 5-37¢  the Gofpell, and ftablithing Churches in Sanaria, Fhenice, Anttochia,

Neheosi g

Tir, ;9.'8;.18' " Corinth, Galatia, Crere, and the ref}, ever fomuch as aske leave of any
og' the heathen Governouirs to publifh and ftablith the Gofpell
thcre ? C -

6. . Sixthly, And if the allarme of the Gofpell muft firft be founded

in Princes Courts, and that the Kingdome of Heaven muft come
Lukery.zo.  with fuch obfervations; we may fometimes wait long enough,fince the,

Gofpell, .

B “ther become conformable, or elfe keepe them{elves very clof.
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Gofpell,the fubject wherereofis falvation.by a poore ab jeét Carpenter, -M“";'- ‘; )
is too bafea mitter ever to be fet by in fuch places for the moft pare, ™ ** *%
otherwifé then fome parcells thereof may be received, fo farreasit-
may procure outward fafetieand glory. ) : :

.- The only wayto effablifb the Gofpel andthe pure Ordman-

des thereof is to [uffer perfecution forit.
Ut now; feeing this age will goe no further than they are, not gp 1,16,
B endure noother courfes in religion than that which is by Law ~p-.of
eftablithed, how {hall weedoc? Muftwee fpend our money, =~ 77"

and be difturbed in oitr Calling > Mult weealter our dict, abate ur
habits, and change our lodgirigs ? Alas,muft we goeto prifon and lie
there? O | that I would beloth to doe ; many lie there and are poy-
foned by the ill ayre and ufage, and befides oneknoweth not whether
thcgo[yv ill hang one or not, theyare o violentand mercileffe to all
oppofites, &c¢. . - X

'glghﬁﬁﬂer,' Doenct thoufands die intheir beds of Feavers, Fluses, /..~ -
Surfetsy8fc. And canaman give his life for a better thing then for
the honour of Chrift, and be farcificed for the redeeming and recove-
ring that liberty of the Go/pel which this age refufeth to heare of, and

] which fightethagainft the corifufions ‘and corruptions of our times > #eb, 11. pg.

O thatfome Chiriftians rightly informcd in thefe things would ffand

f forth and fuffer, and would notbe delivered, but would rather die,
8 then liverto fee Gods Ordinances fo bafely contemned and thruft
8l out of place;and humane traditions upheld with ftrong hand.

Secondly, who feeth not that for want of refyfting unto bleed, allafe 2. :
fayes and beginnings, which men have made, have come to little, Heb-12- 4

many have let on upon a purer praftide, in divers places and {0 long

as things could be earryed fecretly, they went well on ; butaffoone Gal

as it bepanto be noted and talked againft. Some would fie off pre- 7 7
fently. And if they were once called in queftion by authoritie, and
threatned, there was prefencly a fcattering ; and if fome two or three
were more ftout then the reff, thento prifon a while thoy were fonr ;
aad then their friends and acquaintance would refort to them ; fome
with compaffionate complaints, others with bigge fpeeches,butall in
carnall reafons, till atlaft fome mincing under hand acknowledge- There muft be
ment, or {ome equivocating Proteltation muft be framed and fhewed :‘,‘:j“&‘i‘&g "
to their oppofites. and {o they fhould ger out with great charge to Chrit.
wkeheed of factions, fehifnes and conventrcles ; and o there lies the

lite and foule of -that begun practice, and the parties afierward. ej-

And
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. «And what conftruétion can be made of this, but that either it was
* " not wuth they ftood for, or thacthey wete not rightly informed in it
but fell lightly andiwantonly upon ir, and {0 left it as lightly againe;
or elfe that they made not confcience of doing the will of God in the
things revealed to them : whereas, if they had foutly ftood out, and
‘The day of fuf- borne their croffe with patience even to bands and death; fome other
%;“r‘:ﬁ f;’; day events would have followed, and befides their pretious & honourable
ahoror.  death, they fhould have given fonmie furtheramce to the glorz and
triith of God, whereas by their cowardly yeelding, the arme of fle(h
exulteth, and reproach and {candall is caft upon the fincere profeffion
and practice of Gods Ordinances, and themfelyes commonly lan-
guith for lofing the day,and are as men livelefle among ® their neigh-

bours, and comfortlefle within themfclves.

Thetime of fufferingisnow come.

s

Nd fuch is the carnality of ourtimes, evenof the profeffors
SECT.17. of Religion, thatthey are never weary of eafé, pleafure and
plentie, nor feare the taking of too much:thougks for the fiefb,

‘Remas. 4 peither willthey cver haye the time come for judgement to begin
‘at Gods Houfe, much lefle wich the Apoftle Panl will they take plea-

5 Cminte, fUTEIN afftictions and pexfecutions; helike we are borne inthe time when
Tiiasess.  menmuft diein their nefts, and goe toheaven in featber-beds ; and the

gate to heaven is growne fo wide,that men may runne inat it with
:,illriné/cntcd formality and flefhly libertie that can be invented of
cfired. . ‘
2. Some there are, who will pray earneftly, that the abufs in the
" Churchmaybe removed, and the cleare light of the Gofpell really
difcovereds and that the Saints may rejoyce together in the {iveet
fellowfhip of the Church, and 1t is well they doe o0 ; but in their
prayersthey looke the wrong way for it ever to come in, they looke

2eim18.36. it fhould be done with found of Trumpet, by decrees of Parliaments,

by Edizis of Princes; alas, the Kingdome of Chrift is not ofthis

world, he gaines his glory here, by abafement, and they that will doe

eny good in his caufe, muft caft away all carnall helps. and hence-

acms b forth know Chrift according to the flefh no more, but walke clofe with
him in his temptation.

3 And what doftrine is there in the Scriptures more cleare than

Enkergas. - this? Did not Chrift himfélfe by death vanquifh finne 2nd Satan,

and {o enter into glory ? and was his whole life here any other thena -

continuall fuftering > and were not thef¢ his fufferings as well ing%—
table
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rable as mesitorious > Are not we to looke unto him who is the
Authour and fmifer of owr Faith, and follow him in his temptatic Hebaziz.q
52 and are not all his promifes made with the condition of the
eroffe? ‘Did not Pasl defire to have fellowhip with Cigift in his Aerte s0.30,
afflitions, and to be made conformable to hisdeath Well, how P 3. 1o.
commeth jt to paffe, that wee never examine our felves by thefe
things? nor thinkeof fuffering affli€tions, but imagine tha!: the com-
mon pace and prevailing courle of the times and multitude will
ferve thetiine to bring us to glory > What privjledge have weabove
Chrift, above Paul, and the Chriftians in the Primitivetime? Be-
Iike no Propbet nor gcod man can perifh, or be wronged in oup “447 1333
Nation ;-but we are borre inthe day, in which he that ismo
godly isthe moft fecure, . o
Well, if it be not o, T would it were fo, but it isratherto be
feared we joyne too much carnall libertie with our Profeffion, and Gt ¢ .
100 eagerly defire to make a faire [bew in the fldfb, and meafure Gods
favour too much by temporall bleflings ; and we thinke, becaufe
we build us faire houfes, and make us coftly apparell, and eatcour
meate merrily, and lie and turne upon our feather-beds, with our
braines full of roving thoughts, and traine up our children accor-
ding to the fathion, if withall we lend our eares fometimes to a
Scrmon, and conferye fometimes curfarily of the Scripture, and
fometimes ufe a forme of Prayer in our Familics ; we thinke God
is wonderfully beholden to us, and we are fome rare inftruments
of his glory, and notable pillars in his Church ; for we fitfaft and eg 16,24
wiet; and-are net moved with exrors, nov fehifmes ; but when other
ufée: and giddie beaded men that can neverbe quiet, yove and range
about, troubled in minde,and diftempered in affe€tions,and toolith-
ly pulling trouble upon themfelves, and beggery upon their wives
and children ; we live at wealth and peace, and die quictly inour
beds, and ate honourably buried amengt our friends, and leave be-
hinde-usa paterneand patrimony to our children.

A vaine con-
ccite

Other motives to perfwadeusto [uffering,

Ut furely, if we hadthatxeale fortheglory and houfe of God SEcT,18.
which Pavid had, wee would notdwell in our feeled Lofes, prat y3.5,3.
nior give our felves to fieepe and flumber, and fee the houf of the sag. v, 4
Lord lie walle, and the ftoncs thus feattered amongft the rubbifb, which Plal0213,14s
muft not now be underftood of any materiall Temple, but of the fpi-
ritnall building of thofe lively [tones, the foules and bodies of the faith- 1 per.a. 5.
full invo an bely Templein the Lord Anci: this holy Temple lyeth vet

wafte,
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waft, and the (tones hid in the duft and dung ofthe earth ; Andal-
though'the Lords tune be come to delight in the fellowthip of his
Saints, and the Angels fand ready to rejoyce in the beairie of this
Houlé,ang Chri detireth to walke amidft the Candlefticks, and:o take-
his repaft with bis belsved at noone. And yethere'sall afleep ; and taking
care for their wives, children, cattell, farmes and merchandize. &cq
and they cannot come to this Supper of the Lord.to which they are in-
vited, for feare of lofing fome worldly toyes and trifics,

Some will not truft their owne judgements, others will not con-
troll their betters ; fome are right in judgement. but aretoo coldand:
droufie to come to aftion :-others are fearefull and timcrous, fome
sunne lightly and foolifhly withou their errant, others are fo wife,
that they can doe nothing, *And thusby all and all, there isrot that
done that (hould be : many labour to hew, polifh and: prepare ftones,
and timber for the building, but there is no found frameyer reared,
or right forme appearing. O

And it were well it yet a¢ the Loft bowre of the day we could fet our
felves to this worke, and bring our foules and bodies "into this boly
borfe, in which a dayes dwelling were better then a thoufand. elfe-
where; and truely, if wee had but tried the excellencie of this
toufe, vwee wonld thinke nothingtoo dearefor it.- And what if it
thould coft us our precious lives » can we beftow them upon beteer
termes > can wee live ever » ot can we paffe the time that God hath
fer> will not death as well finde us in our beds, as.in the Taole,
or at Tilbrne ? . B R

And who can tell, whether we by carrying our felveshumbly,
modeftly, and confcionably before odiand men, without depra-
ving or 2bufing them in authority, may not caufe our baters to he-
come our Jovers, and our enemies our friends, when our righteonfneffé
1 brought frth as the light, and the udgement as the bright [buning noone,
yea, if it be beft for hisglory, we are fire he will deliver us from the
oppreffions of men and fHrife of songues, prolonging our dayes, and

honouring us with grey bayres, ag a Crone of glory, being found in the-

way of righteoufneffe, notwithftanding all the oppofitions of the times
and violence of men. But ve# if bewill not, but fay be bat’no pleafure in
w5, 11t that we fhall not feethe glory of his houfe, but {hall diein
the very endeavouring of it.- let him doevka be pleafe ; and let itbe
enough. if our children may bild this bosfe, and enjoy the fruit of
that which our lives payed ior. -

And if wee muft. honour God with our bloods ; et us doe it
cheerefully, rejovcing that weare found Worthy to [uffer for Lis wame
aud lecus catt off this nice flefh, and idle vanitie, confult no mote
with flgff andblood. bue forfake our feives in that kindgsand if we will

talke of heaven, let us contemnne the eaxth, and be content 40 IOﬁ,laflfiSl,
. _ goods
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goods and I for Chrift and his Gofpels fake ; for elfe in looking afier Hark.8, 38
Tieayen, we doe likethe [lug gard Which lufteth, but bath nought ; and as
children which gape for all their patents wealth, but will take no
paines to pleafe them. ' ]

Away withthis felfe-love, that will have heaven andkearth too,
where is: our love toChrift, that purchafed heaven,fince we will not “44r&® 36
part withone dram of eafe.pleafure or profic for the furcherance of his
Gofpel? And how can webe faid to honour him that will rather ceafe
out obedience to him in the things he requireth then part with afew
worldly toyes and trifles.

Provag. 43

Matirz, 20,9

It is no /lm)zge thing for Chriftiansto be perfecated of
Chriftians. .

his is a very grievous thing, whenaman thall not onely be SECT. 1
B%;;JEQ‘:J& c];\%elly dealt withall 3t the hands of igncrantand —ogges, 8.9
Yafne men, but when many wile, Religions and godly men fhall
fet themfelves againft one, and be inftruments of ones ruincand de-
(ruction > Me thinkethit cannfottl:e, thﬁt fuch good men thould be
ved and mifled as they are if T be right 2 o
dccleal:,l%aig,d fgrli’gei)aisd neoytagood Afs put faichfull Hananfinprifon?  Anfiver y.

Did not godly David difpoflefletrue hearted Mepktbolbeth of his lands = Cire.16. 1o,

Did not reforming Toafb, caufe zealous zachariah o be foned ? Did = Sem.16. &

. o~ 2 Chron2ge
not Iofephs fellow Patriarches fell him into Egypt? Did n(l)[ll'”bs v;?ﬁg an.”_zs‘.‘
and godly friends, vex and torment his foule morethana 1 1(;5 other Iob1g. 2. 5.
croffos? Was notthe holy Sain of God, Panl, defpifed and Eczlfied, < Com 4t
even of his fpirituall fonnes ? yea, fometimes Manafes eateth }; raim, * ™
and Epbraine Manaffes, and therefore it is no (’cralnge thing. fgo eC ONE If35.9, 20 230
Chriftian abufed.reviled, & cruelly handled at the hands of another.

Yea, and ifit were ever inany age, it muft needs be in ours, fince ,
greater (tritnefle and cenforioufnefle was never found againft one
another; then is now, and no oppofition or contrary opinion can
be endured, but there muft be a uniformity, even €0 the ty.hing of jrer.220 23,
sint and annis, : )
And if men be not borne all inone day, and brought up all inone
Schoeole, o enured to one Preacher, or that one man have learned a
litle fafter or {lower then his fellowes, and begin to fpeake c1theé-
mote plainly.or more darkely than ordinary, he is by and by d gl}a{;(p}
and talked swith, to fee if he be not fome drian, dnabajtift, Eais ilt,
BroWwnift, Puritane, <. and if any one of his allegations Tooke towards e inageot

' ¢ as it were marvell if fome (hould nor)then the op- eurtimes.
any of thefe Sects (asit w S e
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ponenthath fomewhat to bufie himfelfe and his.friends about, and
thereis a rare piece of worke done. an infected theepe difCovered,
and now he muft be worried, and hunted, and where (hail the in=
firumencs be had to chaf¢ this creature ? not from the rules of Dj.
vinity drdogicke, exceptonce or fo, for recreation ; but the weapons
muft be fecched out of the Cutlers fhop that muft cut the throat of thole
A notable wea- errors, ad bring, this [regalar fellow to anon plas, and the next newes
Drors. V¢ hehears there is a purftvant athis back to catry him before authority,
but.when he.comes there, fome informers, (richer in clothes. than in
grace) have beene before him, and told histale for him, {o s there s
nothing for him to fay, excepthe will f¥eare hee khowes not where..
fore, and make anfiver hee knowes not to whar, and after (hort
worke. the man with the keyes mutt become his Hoft: and withhim
he muft ear hard meat, till either his withered Carkaffe fall in the
duft, or be drawne upon a hurdle to Ziburne,
Mary good And thus hath many a worthy Chriftian been ferved,and broughe
chrriéhat&s o his end, and what found and zealous Chriftian is there more,which
e for can fay he is fuire he fhall notbe fo ferved  For though the things
rifles. they hold have a good ground, and. an honef intent, and, the diffe.
rences are rither about formes of words, than matters of weighe ; yet
we live in fuch a ri& and zealous age as will havea conformity,
even betwixt the cips of mens tonggies, and amongft fuch notable
wife men, that can {py a fault where there is none. - '
3 Ivis reported of Bilhop Grindall, that though his Iove to honeft
Sifhop Grindel, and zealous Preachers was fuch. as that for favouting of them, hime
felfe was fufpended from his Zifboprick before his death; yet even in the
middef? of this his large love and lenity, by the inftigation, and fore-
Mr,Stwood, . {1allings of fome Parafites & idle bellied Prizfts; he put to filence,one of
the moft famous & worthieft Preachers that ever was in that Dioces.
I'have alfo heard of a very excellent Preacher in Canterbury, who
MafterTw. . Wasboth a lover of geodnefle and good men, and yet (partly by his
’ owne. miftaking, partly by others provocation) hee perfecuted an
honeft religious man, and one of his Parifh, caufing him to be-put
6. G. . from his office which he had in the City, then to bedeprived of worke
or any reliefe from honeft men, afterwards caufed him to be fmpri-
Alsmenabic JSoued, where he lay abovea yeere, till himfelfe. his wife and children
cample. were almoft flarved ; and had farved. but for fome fecret courfe, by
which they were relieved, and afierward comming out of prifon. he
caufed him to be banithed the “i#y, and often threatned him with
Jize and faggat, and all for a. triviall sontroverfic, wherein there was
SR times more heat of blood than weight of difference,
of cruclty fos And untill our Preachers and Profeffors. have better learned the
Religion. doltrine of forbearance. which hereafter God ‘willing, I will treac
S of, and have made theiy Canons for uniformitic a little larger, but

elpeciaily
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clpecially till they better know themfclves, and are aﬁ'eged Vstntli ottldcxli
owne ignorances, errors and ml{ta!(m s» they are t}(\cr c_>n TAIE niin
over their brethren, then bearing their barthes to ferve them i e L
and can with more eafe fet themfelves to butcher one angitl }e\g, 1 6
then ro informe, cherrith and comfort one anether, and un):xl t l;s rg 8.
[porst s5-abated, and this inordinate zeale quenched, wee mut _;czc rc
for affli€ions and perfecutions at the bands of’ tl:}o(c Eh;.t [::reLga:{ s u:s
of the fame grace Wilbnuf, and wait forthe comming of the Lo

s wellas we. ‘ .
ﬁ?énuk::i:?&all wefay ? even this the Lord doth,. th?t hee may _t;y 4
us every way, that not onely Infidels and prophane W ciokes mzy rc[\; i Z,
accufeand wrong us, but even our familiars and @m\vne fi l\in‘j}az“{ u:d
have familiarly and fweetly borne uscompany in Gods {;; P’h a_gh Pfals53s 14
even they which {hould be comforters are:ormsmorsh They w ;1 h
are begotten by one Word, & q}uckuea by one /pi tt)cmd ]b one anp:l cu
tohell, andsthis isno fimall triall ; for that there (houl ecor;{;?ﬁ' ] G315
enmity-and fpirituall warre betwixt the feed of the woman, an-li e fecd
of the Serpent is no wonder, feeing they are as contrz:ir{,e as (_g s
darkpefle, buc that even the feed of the woman fhoull ?it d\lc cx:['
mity amongft themfelves is ftrange and wonderfull, and fhewe J Allworketh §
the greatneffe of Satans malice, the ftrength of mans corgtllptk;on, and ‘pe beft.
the marvellous Operation of Gods grace, which prcvafg eg tﬁverﬁ l{l;l
fpight of all miforders,and bringeth great light out of theblacke
darkneffe.
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The [candalls inthe fepayased Chuwches, is no argament
16 condemne their pradlsce, :

See no fuch excellency, or perfetion in the {épamted(:‘chléﬂl:hﬁ SEQT.‘!C
* more then inothers, gut they often runne into many canf a %L Objec. .
evills. and are full of jarres, emulations and contentions s (:ht at :
for ought I fee, a mﬁn wq;_c :Ls go%d kcepe;vyhcrc he is, as.goe tothem; 5, cuyrs z0,
ere otherwife then they are 7 S
cxcle'g;tibvszrwﬁtﬁ, As Lot fell into amore grievous finne, v;,xhcrll'n onei}; Anfiv iy
he and his daughters were in the cave, then he everdid v‘\i en e‘ T\:‘erm Gen39.33:31
in the midft of the Sodomnztes: And as David m_hu'; great fa vanc:baﬁ ]
committed 2 more foule faét then ever hee did in his former b an(-i N
ments; fo there is no eftate in this wo;]gi free froxlw: tf::np:;).txor 1and
danger neither is our enemy idle, or ﬂothf.u_ll, tota ? ﬁs op;:g wni-
ties, from eur eftates, occafions and-condition, but followe 3

Ieb 1. .7. .
the gates of heaven. that he may either get us, or caufe us to feandalize,

. by which meanes he may get fome others-

F3. . When
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2, ch(thn therefore wee fpeake of firch glorious things inthe Chureh
Thevifle . { oe ot yet meane that they ase a company of dngels, or of en free
choviple, - from cotruption and Lemftation; for were it fo, it- needed no ordi-
no Angelicalt, -~ 11anCes, nor meanes to helpe, recover and uphold it, butas¥ faid b
perfeaion, ~ fore, eventherefore is a Church- fellowfhip appom:’ed of Godilo r:q

4t vene trailtics and offernces; and to purge out fuchas grow wil ully

fcandalousin evill; and fuch as will except againft all fuch Churches

as in whom they find failing in mauners, muft goe feeke the Church

in beaven ; tor whileft weare here, we are fraile men, and fome frail..

ties will f1ill appeare in us, thou '
all%};i: Jlifé frc!))x% feandalous cvxlli{‘ by the grace OFGOd" many arckept
2 e Papifis with like colour object againft the Prosefts !

:‘ﬁg:g:xcs of .are evill livers, and given to.wa:’mn l'?lﬁs, being ful/lio'gs,f:xi::rtihey
men ooy whoring, drunkennefle, theft, 8c. But hethat is acquainted it
akeligon.  both.cantell, thareven the Papifts in the greater part of them are o
) frequent in fuch vices than the Proteftants, and by their leaye 1-rtxlc;rc
that will condemne another foran euill, muft be cleare of it ;hen?—'

S (ch{}els;t egfet }tlhex_rl lmﬁr_leql{nouth &viltl] ac{cu{é them.

bjelh 10, oth will objelt againft the feparated Ch 2

T arebuta handfull, and thofe alfo of Csl’l”ed mgw,u;glclic&e?::c{z:; ,
and of all forts, as Cities and Countrics yeeld, therefore there is n}g
reafon to expett like holineffe from us as from you, but if you looke
upon the better fort of us, you fhall not fee no flich evills breake out

in us, asare printed and recorded againft you
- Afwr. Tanfiver, firft, when Chrift had culled out his wedding guetts
- Mari 2211 yet there was one which had not a Wedding garment; £o thougl% thofe
Yhe feparved };ﬂen be culled out, yer fome hypocrites will lurke amongft them
oS parad hough they be never {6 poore and contemptible ; as Iudas did adhere
notficerom  unto Chrifk : for though they profeffe a feparation from the open
hypocrites. . wicked, yetthey profefle no feparation trom Hypocrites, neither mgey,

lide g 15 DOICAN, till they are difcovered.
moft forward of all to feparate thenfélves frons others
: hen? s and therefor
) , cagr L}}ofc Churches be g‘ec from them ?f orchow
3. vcredm':}'izgelti] 1s.alplllx\}1(({}1fgl;ellt of therr former hypocrifie to be difco-
At 8,19, 20, where they looked for greateft cficeme, and fo being difappom-
o ted of thejprm{'e of men which they defired they are in a better way to
cometo Aeperémee, then in living amongft a company as ill as then-
felves, where their Yifard {hould not have beene plucked off.

: Fourthly, true it is, there may be lefle cvills amongft the eparated,
Ekﬁfﬁ’;?ﬁii"ro thclrln amongft the parx_fh multitudes, -nd fo I am fure therefs; for
erias e pa- V\lr] creas three Srr{bf: in a few {heets of paper did note and difcourfe of

v allthe evils and feandalls thae fell among the feparated in many yeeres,
IF in the Parifhes all the cvills fhould be noted and chronicled;
. there

‘knowledge, that there are many in-t

Secondly, Hypocrites, that éurne the Grace of God into YantonnefJé, are ‘
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there had neede at every fifth houfe to dwell a Seribe, C :

Fifthly, Andthough I lovenot to make comparifons, to caufe 5

difparagement 5 yet I freely confefle and with great comfort ac- N
in-the parifhes in England which Many C]hnﬁx-
are of a-very godly: life and convesfation ; 2- d fome that goe as farre Hfo5 oxeelion

 therein, asany I ever faw in my life, And if I fhould preferreany in perfonail .

of the feparated before them in’ converfation, I fhould fpeakeagaint ﬁgﬁ&f‘ wOY

my owne confcience, but in the Church. ftate and order T muft pre- 5 4er,

ter the other beforethem. - - o e ol
Sixthly. Andyet ifa mar had 4 minde to breed and fofter Ltheifme; é.

he might cul! outa number of feandalls, which noted men, both #7ca-

chers and Prafeffors in the Parifhes have fallen into,ina few yeeres;but

why {hould wee make worke for watiton eares? let us rather feare

our felves, and let him that thinketh bee fhandeih, take beed left x corer0.12.

~ hee fall,

Seventhly, Ttisa faultof the profeflors, that the Churches of fepa- 7.
ration are no better 3 they have lingered, and refufed to bring their.
foules and bodies inte an holy Tenmple, whileft Sanballat and Tobiah E¢ra.g 1.2
have beene building there, whofe feparation hath rather beene from

« than from eorruption ; arid thefe-creepingin under=a e of Iude 1,4

godlmeffe, have Glled all with fcandall, contention and divifien;™
~vhereas if thofe that had beene found and fincere men, and groun-
ded and experienced in the knowledge of God and themfelves,
would have beene gathered together, and flled the Sanétuary, there
would have beene no roome nor ufe for fuch inftruments : .

Wherefore, hereafier doc not you fit ftiil and controll others, and Iﬁ'“?z;; Fauley
doé juft nothing your felves ; for Iteli you, itisa worke well befit- hge the zpars.
ting and befeeming the moft holieft and godlieft people thatare in ted Churches a
the world, and altogether unfitting and unlawfull for fuch whofe nobewer:
lives and converfations are not otherwife anfwerable.

Eighthly. Admicthat all the feparated Churches have hitherto but 8
dallied and trifled, and puzledt hemfelves, by reafon of their igno-
rance. weaknefle, and evill carriages, and are rather fcattering then
combining, yet this is no jult exception againft the courie. Ifrael
ranged about divers yeeres in the willerneffé and eftefted.nothing, Deut. 3.48. -
except it were to dig each others grave, yet was their generall ayme udge 20.18.2

25+ 35

§ood. . . .
The eleven tribes made two fallies out againft the Benjamites, and,
1ft the ficld, yet was their caufe good, and in the end they prevailed ; thhc failings o
- : . B S the feparated
errors in a&tions are beft found out, when they are really difcovered : Chusches,ferw
and ifyou have feene thefe mens failings you owe the more diligence. t°teachthem
if you find your owne Church eflate not right ; doth that helpe L}g‘igm v
vou to talke of the Brownilts contentions » Are you borne to find porer,  °
fault with others, and doc nothung your felves ? xather you {hould
’ mend
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imend it where they have failed.and when you are come inta the right

erder ofa Church, then let other mens harmes teach you,
And where you have feenethe feparared Churches to be eontentions,
beyou more guet 3 whete they have beene full of dwfions, cleave yoy
"~ clol together T they would beare nothing, yet heare you one dns-
Asexsallen  2oers burthen Ifthey have beene too cenfarious, be
imitations  table; Tfthey have lived loofely.live you ﬁnéﬂy Ifthey havebeena
cold,"be_yon zealous ; If they have beene fearcfull, be you more
ftout 3 If they have revolted, (tand you fatt; Andif you thinke all
they have done is in hypocrifie, take heed "all that you doe be in
fincerity, And thus much for the firft Generall part of this Treatife,
tending to direft and perfwade all Chriftians to come into the el

lowthip of the Saints in the order ofthe Gofpell. -

THE

you mare charie -

| wiad, andhe oeher. l’a:p backh 3
: fineet harmeny mightthiere be

Idolt xyox

T_/;w .,Casy .'aj _‘_a S'rol;m. T 41 ]

e _WHEREIN"‘ s
- ’THE 1‘, 'O MAINE FAI'LINGS OF 8

tbc R:gzdw Seperation are rcprovcd and
. theu_Ob.jcQ;ogs apfwered, = .

X
‘-P' R
‘ 2

Ow, that Imgy & Jpyaxially _muﬁ SEGT.?I.
A turnemy-flfc, tgﬁf‘(othcr%dc, 10’ ;he £;1& feperati-
S I - on, who a1¢ even, as muci\ beyondthe marke by
ol their oyer-{traine und s- _
&l the Rrole Epsland.are fhort,. by-their timerous
== rg&;:&%&??&l Ne‘ Jou; ldcomca.ht;lcfor- f:?fc:"’: ldbe
| st bo;k; ”&\t tharke, - what a hasmepy, fzhg
at who{hall live to fee thisdone > fern;::z;r .

yet %0 them both) as my. lgvm[gl ncnds and br;rhrcn, I muftdpeake, t H ronie

ﬂrgitaif Yions, as

-and, let God.doewhathe pleafeth, & - 0 )i
"The firft thing théy are f'auky\m i ;bamhey pp;, clx, %t .
‘andiflie Frqmg(uchucvm{:pc{gp'ggag mgs ,-m; auod.in the, Pari ‘

aﬂlémbhesy bét{qzalfq,con mnexcven,rc cl godly %te, te;.]ndall _
religiais practices and ordinances, they. el heeme. none other thanan

Exip, rand all thatnle g, Idolaters, nowwithitanding any ho- ;:‘,,‘cg‘f;:;?'
!meﬂ'c OtsﬁnCﬂIW whieh the psﬂmés havc 3 but how. unjuft their farre.

oY ) accufa.
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et not oll preaching theres by every Rhetaricall Ridler, or prasling Whae beea-

Parafite, of which there are too. many, but fisch honelt and fincere }’f}f}‘““:’ Ty
handling the Word of God, as by fome few there is ufed. whofe aime heard,
roperly and mainly is to ‘beat-downe fins-and corruptions, andto

uild up and [rablifh ' truegrace and godlineffe; and .-who candeny .
thisto b the worke of the Lotd, and his ordinance to fave hiseleét ? The ;ﬂ'l{adcy of
though even thic beft of thefe Preachers be in'fome other th&'n-f,s AWEY foom preaching,
and mit-led through the cosruption of the times, againttal w‘hi_cg i .
evilsand érrors of theirs, T am as ready asany to proteltand beare
witneffe, ‘but they muft give me leaye to fpare their graces, when I
cohdemng their corruptions. . I L
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accu{atioﬁs of the godly people in the affemblies are, is evidently” -
fhewed:ina T reatifc publithed by Mafter Unfo, $o phat ofthat I

need (ay lile, - e AR T
“and fome.others beimg under ofprefsion,
st i

3 lin‘.gced}gjﬁerﬁ '*3«@\’4 4 fom S madd
whish, a5 Salone Gidy.smaketh a Wifemopmadde; did
R . halty imblEog al b e v s and effe
covery,pag.x 32, O SN Pk ‘”' {: 8 1§ 2L g £ S
?dan’ﬂﬂg““ joy%’?rgxrg's’:rith_c‘.fp‘xric obraired s i H aflemnbl
curcnce. elft but a delufion of 3atan, tobetray their foules. ”
But. words fpoken or written, in-hattie paffion of the mindeand
in p%lr;ate sc%lg, 12’11‘{} nﬁ); ﬂ&'h'd *;(i‘;? Tg_a_c;‘lcs « for,even ’riéc Poly Proa.
he:sfofG3od themft[Yes Mavekacallediu gdichge, andclinfen pachpr
Numb 01002 :?;o' Fi"fc_théirové fea eies o ufir elﬁ; the e !g:n
Pfal. 116. 11, * hpon the Church-in fu¢cgeding agges, for a further and semedilefle
 Ppaky; 24 danger’ ag¥emay ﬁcity’ﬁif,f)ﬁ% Dawd, 4%ph and ckhefs-z  ©
Fhough then'we efteeitte Mafter Befrovand thetef-(vwho firl fer
;\}}i‘m a f‘cc&md Luiﬁeran ccaux@}_pﬂcng@ﬁi ood men, and are doubt-
effs atref wigh the Lord, yer shis mult be accoly their, extor.
And ?t;o i ﬁd& 2E‘h_fi’rﬂ'ﬂ: %t #ny-dihorotr to tb’t;fi though they
Wese zségoo;;_ic.i/s:? uHrimfelfe;if weeeatto follow.thiesn, wherethey
ollowed 70t Cortfh,. ., 2. = . sl Gi ot - -
So that leaving the Fultifiéatiol 139 ‘forwwdrtt and better fort of
people in Ergland, to the things written of them in . &, booke, I
- come-to-take—a-yiewe-of the ordinances-which aze.in the parifh
a({{cgnblics. to fee if ther&l‘)e none anaong-them thathci’s Ghods, and s
. - ufed withous tyiatyre g humane, tradisions ; and. thowgh. it wwere 2
ot ’”‘"q""--rbtihd'm rea y‘:ﬁ&, 't"o-i:'ﬁ"c Wzm'Wdy"Ofxg’l ;‘y::gc'vc'nfiﬁbu‘hid
o, fomuc carewhen he deftroygd the Propets qﬁ@arﬁl, as.t ire
RTINS nonebHcLﬂr&Pré%ﬁ BT ei&,, : S I O N R TS ;al
: - githen; thatistvwee be eardtill - Whin Wee commeltoy
(a4 e ought tobe) thide We sitither fubinit oykich
; . *hupi i raditiohs Which ds i il 8
sRe o s vighe Chgveh ey frcds Rone o
in Safard, ‘event. the hé DUF Ababs eiksdnefle, “ind foreholy
, velliléin Babylon, inthedépty afeuptivily,. (o whintloever i -befaid
208 RN dﬁHé"é%’\irc_h cfdtein Ehgland et thisted Toine ofiGods C rdinan-

ces there, -i_rhich even in the middefof iniguic ;}figqught;
aiid

2k ieRy R theda ilTon Of datly 25 - 7 ¢ «
LA GRS HiingyTa iongt it haveseencdo misedd aik
Rreachingin {Givugped iirafrionpfinions hvERtloAs asitap the ood and tad can
Orsinaasc.. - hardly B fevered:; et Hhere s onthing; whiek s j udgement, -
o .+ .. frafdethforth moft partidledre flom 4ty evill- or abuie, andthat is
e preaciihi Of W ord it eanblies of Evghaid 1y

venttiring.thés:

 The gederﬂl Objedijon aguinft hearing in the Parifb af-
fembiics anfwered. . SR c

 y1He generall objetion is, that all Gods Ordinances are given gp~r o
4 o s Chuzch, and fo it their Chureh ftate be not good, what =g 2.
have they to doe wich- any: of Gods Ordinances; it is aut of - ‘f . X1,
Sion, that she Law muft goe, .and firch as are of the world have no- g
thing to doe to meddle withit: * 5. 7. o oo Gaw ool
«. { anfwer, fift,- Preaching is notan altion that is proper toa vi-  dnfiver 1,

- fible Chusch, ‘neither are 1l 'Gods Ordinances o .given to the .
Church;. 25 thas many of them may not elfewhere be ufed. The 4!l GedsOr-
-Church muft beno ingrofles, :nor the wotld no obtruder ; 2 cove- nar Pecalitrre

tousimpious:wife ismotc hatefull then a free heatced fervants: = shevifible
iAnd though'the Law went firft out of Sian; a propes place; yethow Church.
“mméunt Sonisevery where;and every: Chiriftian i5. both-the Femple
- ofthe Lord in a fenfe, a5 alfo 2 lictle mountaine of holineffe, from "é’::-:'M-
“yhom the Law of God and his s7ill.mutt flow ‘out upon all ju 1 Cor6ogs.
~gecafionsy o neighbouss, brethren, countrey-men, ftrangers; &c.
“yea to aniys goodror bad, that will give dttention, and o farre are
-godly Preache ts.in Fvglad fromblame; becaufe they preachyas that T
eathier blameé them that give over,and defire froin my hearc.that where Theincreafe of
-there is one of thefe plaine and powerfisil:Preachets, that there were a godly Preachers
“hundred.and that not: onely: their Temples, but even their: houfes, in Englendis
:and all places where people might heare. were filled with the voyce b delired.
and Word of God.and thiough this might fuffice,being rightly confi- '
dered, to anfwer this objection, and to thew that preaching:may not
be ingroffed by the Chuxch, much lefle by the officers of the Church,
yet becaufe a word is not fufficient to thofe thar make thefe objections,
- Twilla litele more diftinétly open and profecute the difference,

G2 - Wha

200 11, Xe, .




g an &f"d) of the matcer (#isWord) the end (bss Glory), and ~t'l]t: falvation °_f

AR 18,26,
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e

what Preaching is, and who may preachs as alfo where,
andto wha(n. e R 4

; - 1ing is a reverend:declaring of the ‘Will and Word of
ﬁ';ﬁ‘_‘h"‘ﬂ"b"- - God in many words or in few ; or an effectuall evincing and
Tebus 4 fpeaking tothe heart and confcience, without fearefull with-

AKs2.23. 36 holding the portion frorn any, or immoderate Jafhing out that which
Luks33. 43- bt}??%?d.‘ o noncid . Y . BO 1c

wy it is reverend declaring, e, For,evety Scripture pheafe and good

words, ufed by idle and vaine difcourfers, is not preaching, bur ra.

Mat. 46, ther prophaning ; that {peaking then which iscalled preaching,muft

1Sama.13.19 he done with premeditation, and due ‘eqpfideration of the Author

¢ hearers.

Of the Vill .of God5 wee muft not preach our. owne wills, or
: empty our {tomaches againft fuch: as perfonally’ oppofe-us, left itbe
AR 10, 35 -juftly afcribed to-humour arid paffion, rather.then to the grace of

2. -

Tobs27.8.  -preaching, but when with. reverence, onely the Willand Word of

God is told, that is properly preaching,: . .. ., -

3o Imany words, ovdn few, I"Joc__nut fay that a fpe¢ch of an hourelong

~ onlyis preaching ;. but alfs & fé Words, tenWords, five Words,a Word inbis

““;,"f;:‘:",”‘.. place, being {eafonably . {poken, :may be'an effectuall Sermon, a pithy
P agiaz.. exhortation ; and whetherthe fpeech be long or fhort, if the Will of”

Luke 9.60- 6% God bercverendly. de¢larad, and rightly applyed, it is preaching.

T Secondly;: it is demanded, Who mayipreach ? And for thae I affirme,
Whois aPrea- thatevery Chriftian, which hath-received any Zalent.or gifi of Gsd,
cher. enabliiig and fitting him thereunto, may at fit occafions and:oppor-
Luke 19,1331 eunities, minifler the gift be bath received; as agood difpofer of Gods. fecrcts,

1P 1o2> withouthiding his talent, or withdrawing himfelfe from the Lords

A g barveft, but when.a dooreis spened, and an occafion given, let.him that
1139 hadiaWordof exhortagssn, fay on 3~ And this muft bedone with Chri-

- ftian difcretion according as the éalent is, fome men, as they travell
and labour in their affaires, to fill with graious fpeeches and counfell,

fpeechtodoe it more publiquely, as they can, among(t the multitnde,
. where they dwell 6 travell,at fuch time-and occafions as people meet

- together, and are willing to heare them, - cee e
.- Thirdly, It is demanded, - where preaching muft be2 And for
Tawhatplace that I affirme, that as there - is now no bely orusholy place, fo there
cachingmay can be no place Gmply appropriated to it, but it is as lawfull
¢ ufed. in-one place as in another; and ‘may as lawfully be dolr;:; in
- . : - ' - alres,

fiich as they are forted- withall : others.more eminent and fluent in .
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" Faires, Markes-places, Paffage boais, Fields, and dwelling bonfess asin any 18177

/ - Mark 4. 1¢

Churchcs(or Temples, provided the place be convenient, and the _M‘,f‘s", .

- audiencefilent and ateentive. o : : -
a.“‘.}!;‘; fourth queltion is, To Whom preaching muft be ufed, and fo} that - 4 -
1 anfiver, That it may be to any of the fonnes of ddam, whether Iewes, &Iho :hcyab;:.
Turkes, Ladians, Nogers, Papifts or Proteftarss, rcligzous ox‘p{ophan;,oqc P‘:: C’l‘\l: be
orother, provided, the Preachers matter be fuited to his audience, P
and that he be fuch a Workeman in bandling the Word of God, asthat _a.17. 3.
*he give each is porion thereof, Whetber terror and judgemeut, or- compaf- Rom. 13- 13-

wn, and comfort, taking, heed fhill of that fntence ufed by the Holy *
. Ghoft againft fuch, as cither ju/tifie the icked, or condemne the righteons, £ .
Now, the fumme of all this is thus much, That every Chriftign )
that hiath received 2 gift of God, for that purp>’e. may preach the
Word, and fo confequently be heard, in any affernbly, wherethere

* . may be audience, andupon thefe grounds, which Iraketobe found,

1 inténd to frame thefc enfuing confequences.

Of the libertie thas theword of God ought 0 have.

A . Nd though now both the Papiffs,jand fome ignorant Pros fbants SECT 24,
Aﬁgulih:’ve no Wordof ng founded forth by any, burtheir No Chureh nas
L M-folected Clergie ; and alfo the Brownifls would ingrofe it into & @ urd
their Reret affemblies, yet the fame key which unlocked the old Ca- 3£ God. ~"
“shaligues Latine box; whercin they kepeall the Latiefrom the Lewrerof ...
the Scriptures, muft now beufed to free the preaching thereof out of .- n
-the prifons-wherein thefe ingroffersihaye bound in chaines the very S
Gofpek of oar Lord ’ym, that if there fhould rife up a man as learned 1 348
“and-eminentas Pawl; ¥e:, e;:;:}at he would come into their ofder, he :
: remaine filentall his lifeleng. - O . S
.mli;[t,tcfhe Word of God muft not thus be bound, nor the graces of sy
“his fervants muft not be buried in Glence alwayes. bue the light muft 248 75" -
‘befeton the Table, and'the glory the: Lord rm}ﬂ: bc‘fn_ewcd, though R
 yaine-man be forced to couch undet board, neicher is it much mate- ro5. 3 36, 517 -
-riall, though the greateft that is borne of Woman, doe drcrmﬁ,,as long as L
thie Saviaur of the world increaft?, . o LT e
- Bitf, then here falleth to theground that opinion of thejrs which | 1. -
tiethe preaching of the Word toan order. of Miniftery ; fgr as, itis - i

certdinesthat there hath beene no univerfall office of Mi p.zl_.‘er;y_ fince : -
‘the Apoftles, but all Minifters fince have had their ofhice .mu_ndgd ug\!w_c,::g‘._

within the limits of their particular flockes, and the frcceffion Miniltey

. from the Apoftles, is none otherwife r()}ow, then indoSrine, t::llthi

. ‘ 3 . LN



Preaching mvift

notbetyed to
Minifters.

- ‘grace, or matter prepared
“ a¢ have the knowl r ' 2
-the fame amongft their neighbowrs for their edification and cone
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- anid grace, {5 25 now it is not poffiblethat a:.Church fhould-eyeren-

joy alawfull ordinary Miniftery which is raifed or made by.any
other then themfelves 3 and- therefore, ifpreaching may notbe witha
ouran ordinary office of Miniftery; how {hall there ever befaith or
for a Churchy, -except fuch. Chritians
e and feare of God, may publifh and fpread

verfion ® -

= - Secondly,: fromthefe grounds we fec how abfurd the op'm\i{m of
* thefeparation is, that tie all. preaching and publifthing the Gofpell to

., {uehas are of their handfull,which are few in number, and lefle in a2

Preaching not
tyed to thefe-

" parated Chuy-
-ches,

" bility 3 and this of al} other would make the miferableft fcarcity.+for

wheteas in foine whole Shires of this Land there is {carce one of them,
and ihother places two or three iri fome townes, and thofe for.the

moft part, fuch as {carce know well their principles? Whata mifery -

{hould all the people about them be ir;if na Word of God,nor found
of the Gofpel muft be heardtil they were able and willing,and could

 intend to preachiit ; but let not the Word of God be thus beund.

3.

Though-pyb- *
Like préaching,
“becdme vaine
ot fiaile, yer
tivitemuft
not. .
Heflogo140
~Lukenge 42,

g .
-Ecclefizy 40
Fox :{z..}iimu;r
”l’lf.[dg. 100,
110, Edw.3.

It isaworke ~

ng 3 :
Kirig to preach
the Woxdf:

. And good go-
vernment muft

- promoteprea-

<hing all man-
ner of wayes.

" Numb.ai.2g.

‘?'.

“preaching of dhe ¢

Thirdly, by thisground alfo, that every Chriftian that hath a gift
may ule i for the edification of others# it followeth;that ifthe Coun-
trey and Kingdome where we [ive-take no publique eourfé for prea-
ching, yetthe Gofpel may fill found,in families, ahd from neighbour
o neighbour ; and alfo ifthere ba'any’ thatcanhot, or willaot deme
to publique preaching, or that the publiqué preaching begiti o tobe

. fraughted and ftuffed with policie; eloquence; andvaine oftentation,

as thar it becownes unprofitable, &c. 'YevfRill the wordof God is not
‘bound, bu belpe commetls anather way;.and votien they hold teit peace
Ceiad

that (Hould fpzake, thenouth of thid veryflones are opened, .- 1<
" Fourthly; ‘it followeth fronithéfegroundsthat Kingsand Pririces

may ot onely themfelves (tudy and preach the Word, as did-Kin
Salomon, and Ofwalaws, King of Northuntberland, but alfo itreachei
them to approve, GPth& and” maintaine b{ theircivill fyoweﬁ; ‘the
5 ofpel,-and Tpreading the knowledge of Chrift, by
all meanes; and by atlthenvto whom God hathi given a gift ‘thescun-
to, whether they be Lawyers, Phyficians of other mechantcall mrien thit

+ are able and doe it ordely, and tobe {6 farre fromtying it to a;place
[

ot houre, as that they fhould 'rejoyce to have it found in_ private

‘houfes, Ferry boats, Faires and Markses; beinng done without civill dif--

order and detraStion from ‘men of gteater ‘eminencie; remetnbring
the example of thargodly Magiftrate; ‘Mofes, who was {6 farre from
forbidding Eliad and Medadro prophefie, (though Tofbua, a

man
 requefted him) as that he alfo withed that nll‘ the Lords peaple p,toul{i ayi

propbefie. » . _ AR
Arid laftly, according to our proper intent, If every gifted Chriftian
: : ) Ay

hyis ageisdiller ofgatehiog, wiss 4o Cavill againft fome appendixes -
‘andleay
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" 14y pledoh where they can bave awdicnee 3 then if any of the Preachessin o gt may be

Englind be. Chriftians, and havea gift to preach (both. or:any of joi”
wﬁi&h to.deny, were fhamefull) they may then preach the Word in

any place where the people aze affembled of what km%e] Ibev;r,chon

for what caufe foever. and confequently i their pati Churches

where the people of the parifh meer, to ufe Divine f_ﬁ'rbm’.- a_nquod}x! )
Rgtes clhablithed by Law, Lay, whenall is done, ifyet they will give

their awendance, to hearea meffage from God, and that there beone of Iudg. 3,30, ‘
a thoufmd there fo-fitted; he may and qught there to-declare his Word Ieb.33 33,
of exbort tion,. ard it is lawfulland good for any-godly mantocome . . -
@bd‘hmmh}m. s, : . R . B . e

A
A

. The fp;m'rulaf objetions -againfl bearing in thie parif
‘.ﬂ. bh I‘ -ﬁwr“i' T : :
NOW thougdh‘ihefe -éx;g)uhdsf and confequences doe-clearely SECT.25.

N\ cvince the eruch.of this point, and allo we know that fo long
- g’:!}:ccfgroc\}ﬁa and Idpni:ic;biou of a thing ftandeth, there is :

‘Jittleigood taibe done asainft tigthing by other workings yet becaue

of the trees thenof folid-and-able ‘men- to undermine and?!
“Wwade into the rootofthings, therefote I will apply. my felfetg goc. 2 ;
Tirele afide from the currant of the masterto aniwer their exceptions.
. Lhe Breachersi l.\;hg;'ﬁaémb_ligs receive an unlawfull office from Objedt, 13.
‘the Prelatas,cand they whieh theasethem approve.of their office, [ince
hey.preachbyits -z - - T e
S nGwer, frft, this and athonfand fuch exceptions cannot remove  uft.1.
Ahex ind beforchaid:downe 5 for: it ishis Chriftian ftate and gifs "
(fta't rgi(cth him-a Preacher, and not his office;;_whether: it bg right
.orwrongs Itisindged his fintotakefiich anioffice from;the Prefates, . - -
{30d,a fuither.fin to exccute the office,. as hedoth in the cullomes:and r.u, of he
\xitesofthe GChurch, bl}t »ne";ngn{?p{ayrthis‘-ﬁnne' makethrhim ca;{% ;4&.;‘&;,*:: :
E&bg;accbtxﬁlan, {o'long as imhisgenerall courfe and carriage hiee Emgland duve
fhew

himfelfe honeft and confEionable, bt weeare in cham(xig to & s ey
Celkeeme fitan infirmity inhim which'the times {way him to, and N0 may preach.
" mote, and we are to_COWr it in, his.other ventues',‘-an_d‘;lovg and

‘yefpect him fill for the good he hath; and not-éaft him off forfome

failings, left we be/erved fo or fibves, Indeed, if for every fuch erro; )
“and Biling we will ranke them'among(t chafe Wrich bate to bereformed, p oo, 36.37.
we'may then corclude apace, thatthicy may.not take Gods- ¢ovenant
_intharwoubs, .. . T oL T A '{

e nd-

l

i
i
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2. . Andyet'werethey fuch (asthey are not) yet folong as their gifis

: -lj‘grr;s"st} remaine they may be heard, aswell as the Scribes and Pharsfies; and

- bg ufing the Name and Word of God; whileft they neither feare nor
obey hiny, ye:till God taketh away their gifts and facultie, T fee not
butdnufe may be madeof it oo e o
3 " Ahd feeing amanof kriowledge, judgdment and utterance: with
B gravity;authority and power, is2 compleat Preacher,: as was ‘4pollo,
s@.ag 2435 whether he have an office or no office; ‘2 good office or an evill office,
gumeat wp,o“:;- it is to no‘mote purpofc to bring in ks office, to provethe lawfulnefle

oranfprovea ot unlawfulnefle of his preachinig, than to alledge againt a man.the
mans prea-

ching, his Trade, and as dbfurd it is for to enquire. intg the office of him

that is to preach bicfore we heare him, as to enquire into-an Artificers
margiage, before we will aithier acknowledge him fer'a worké-man,
or imploy him i any bufinzffe. e et
And when 2 man s to makeany good and 'profitable fpeéch, -
_ thein La, Phifique, ot divmitie, he s like to proye the wifer man, that
So 700 asketh what he faith” rather then whience heis 2 A
4 Neither can any man be faid toappioye of hicir-office; exéept he
joyne with them'in fuchthings asappertaine to ‘their office, as doth
‘their fervice and ceremonies, but’preaching is'an aé ,Jﬂéiifall’thing,
Preachingac. -and-no pdttofithe office properly, but an mﬁa&néﬂt‘éff%péﬁdiiéﬁout
‘;Jffc'zf,‘f;;‘;i: -it,'whichimiay be wanting, and-yet che Minifter'd fall officer in the
Iwglend,  OFder of PHefbbovd, apd though' he never préach whilélt He'lives, yet
~_ -the Law-cannot tax him for not p rforming higoffice yand thiis God
1 -hith even provided ofgufpofc;”l 4t his ipWne! dfdimatice: "praying,
“fhould:riot be.bundledp i the ‘bedrolkofhiniane rités; Bt be re-
fufed of the builders,asa'needleffething; that his owhe hotiéut might
.1~ “bethemote, whenthe power therebfisfeencs > -7 o’ !
Object. 3. Butboth Miniftets and ‘Reopléhere ptefdﬂ'qi‘thit’ they
- yeraie of their-office o5ty T e LT :
Anfw.r, "~ They {55 profefle, thiat all thae Wil not joyiie with thietin their
Tt tavar s fetvice and Sactaments; ave'Schifmatigies bneghey may bedeecived
Loarne wite- * in-Both; fbr aniy thing Tkow, Saiifthey will thus conclude Rill; that
":xzﬁf -their:Preachers preach by vertve of théir offices, 'and erré aboiit e, T
e W minlE not erte: with them, fince T Know; that all the:officé in the
i e “Wotld cahtiot inake a mana Préacher; an‘office indéed; ifit-be right
s makeshih'their Preacherwhich have chiofen hivh,” bt hiee is fill a
- Préachic, and préachethrohely byvertue sfhisgtft,: = -
d therefore

Objet.14." Butihey takealicenfe-frovn the Bifhops té preach; a
Tafiwer, firtk; it the licenfe! they take of the Biftiops be onelyor

e w1 'they.are theif meilengers, and.notCheifts =" 7
nfw,r.

properly to allow them to preach which are fit thereunto, I'have-

‘pothing

theevill'and corrupt teachers in Corfish ; for though themfelves fin -

unlawfulneffe of his marriage, to difprove his workemanthip in _
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nothing to fay agaiaft it, but with they alfo would licenfe the fepz= _

ration to aflemble rogether, and ufethe Ordinances freely and with= The Bifhops li-
out danger ; and I would be forry any mon fhould be any ching the ;er';;";f“l’né“ w0
more aftaid to ufe that liberty, becaufe they had licenfed it.

Secondly, it is not meet that every one fhould hand over head goe 2.
preach publiquely, without fome triall and approbation of fome
graveand learned men.

" Thirdly, If the licenfe enjoyne them’any unlawfull thing, they 3
ought not to doe it, but if it either enjoyne, or permit them to preach,

they may out of doubt doe it, notwithftanding the licenfe, or what-

{foever elfe is in the licenfe enjoyned.

Fourthly, Admit it be their finne totake this licenfe, yet fince they 4.
may lawfully in refpet of God, and the right of the thing preach
without it, why not alfo with it > as well as a man.may live with his
lawfull wife, whichhe had lawfullj marriedbefore, though fome
oppreffing tyrant thould force him to take licenfe anew from him
to live with her ;

Fithlys And what if noman fhould be fuffered to ufe conceived
prayers 1n his family without examinarion and licenfe of the Bithops,
and that men for their fafety therein (hould take licenfé from tiem for
it? [fippofe there is no man will fay they muft now ceafe to pray, or
that it is unlawfull, being godly men, for their wivesand families to
joyne with them ; even fo the Bifhops licenfé, not making it lawfull
1n refpeét of God for a man of gifts to preach, but onely fafe in re-
gard of the oppofitions of wen, whether it be obtained ox not ob-

tained, the gifts of God muft ftill be ufed.

Sixthly, The Bifhops, or their fibftitutes doealfogive licenfeto ¢,
Phyfitians and Schoole-mafters,yet I never heard of any that held, that
the taking phyfique from one, ot learning trom the others wasany
approbation or fupportance to the Bifhops unlawfull power,

Seventhly, As Peser was both Satan and an_Apoftle of Chrift, fo 7.
thefe men in a fenfe may be faid to be' the meffengers and Mnifters, as4es6. 23
both of Chrift and the Bithops ; of Chrift in preaching his Word ac-
cording to the meafure of grace given them by him, and of the Bi-
fhops in taking power from them, and performing humane rites and
Traditions enjoyned by them,

H ' Other
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O:her objetions againft bearing anf: wered,

SECT.28.

2CT Wemany ot thels Preachers are of evill life, and “p’réach' nothing
(/Lye,r. 15. i

but verdall Sermeons. . fraught with oftentation-.and pomp of
words. wherein there is neither power.nor plainenelfe? - -
Anfiv, 1. Te muft needs b> cobkedled: that not ene of twentie-of them that
are trained up in the Univerfity.ate firto be Preachers feeing it is

not humane learning that maketh a man a Preacher 5 bue other helps

of nature and grace, witkous whicli iumane Jearuing makes a man

Humane lear. Py the foole rather then thenvife man ;:and. indeed. ifa man have
ningmaketh  not narurall parts and graces of modeftie and humilicy, whereby to
nota man & overfhadow.and {waliow up his humane learning; he rather feemeth
: vicious then vertuous in any thing he doth, and it is one of theevilis
of this age-and that which drives many to Atbeifie « that all Hni-

verfity Schollers thar will but profefle Diviuity may flep into pulpits

as Apprentizes in:o Trades, though they baye neither-gracenar wile-

dome, nor any naturall abilicies, but having, read over, ang gpcby

heart fome Antiggities, parcly Dovine. parcly Pl fopbicall, and partly fa-

buloxs 3 they'can Idmetimes powre them out together,’an {ogeta

name of fine Schollers among the, carnall multitude 5 but all thefe

Many preach, verball difcourfes of fuch fine Schollers, being ufed yeere after yeere;
E’i‘l“ r"; nogeod and joyned witha carnall and diffolute life, :fexve for nothing but
ereoy. for oftentacion. and name, never converting or drawirg any from

. + their finnes, but rather lulling them fa(k afleepe in the cradle of fecu-
Mat.15. 34 rity, wherein they are c_arryf:_d tohell, while neither themfelves nor

their blinde Wetchmen are aware of the danger. o

. But fuch ftraglers and firiplings T will. not perfwade any manto
Tevem.1a5,16. heare, cfpecially fince there are others who are no runncrs to this

Terahz3.3t.  work withou their errant,who cven in zeale of God, and in defire of
 the zlvation of men, being endued with the guifts of K nowledge, Wif-

Lo 8.10- dome, Vaterance Gravilieand autharity of fpeech;as alfo of a godly & {o-
e Ber Iife. fot thernfelvies to (liame all vices & work out the corruptions
out of the vaine heart of man, and to drop into them, and draw them

: into the grace and feare of God, whofe carcfull and effectuall la-
Lukera18,  boursare notin vaine, buc they doc daily wound and weaken the
’ Kingdome. of Satan and Sinne, and-advancethe Power and Scepter o
Chrift, at leaft 1n the hearts and converfation of many, and leave

~ fuchan impreffion in the hearts of the moft ob{tinate, thatthey favonr

s Cars. 55, 16. bhe feutence o] & veir conduinztion daily from them, and goe up and doyvn

as men condemned with their halters about their necks ; and ﬁ"d:l
in

N 2
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Yind of Preachers onely would I perfwade to the hearing of, without o
refpect to townes or parifhes ; but lec civill order give place to fpiri- ﬁ’:; Lowders
cuall neceffitie, and rather bearea civill mulit,then neglect a fpitituall pifare Gods
Ozdinance. S ‘ o Ordinances. .

" And the exception concerning the fhallow and infufficiency ofthe

other, maketh no more againft them. then the trifling Prophets, WhO Terem,zs. 23.
ran before they were fens, werca juft objection again(t the Prophet

Teremy, who was fent of the Lord. : -

Butthe Preachers 1n the parifhes preach not the whole truth, but 0bjeit, 16.

run into inany errors and abfurdities, eitherto pleae the Srate, plea-

- fure the times, or advance themfélves, and yet a mai inay not re-

31 nd how then fhall he heare them ?
.I.’rglvact:}]vxc:;,ﬁarl{l}, It is not meet to 'pre_ach all trughs to all men, but /fn[w. 1.
firft their confciences muft be urged with that which they fland moft

meed of, and thatthey can conceive of, and-to bufie tthen: heads Iabom
other high matters, before they_ have leatried the doffrize of feith and -
repentance, and have reformed their wayes, were even juftasifone #46I %
fhould give a man an oration in Latme to cpnﬁrue, \_»vhxc_h knew

ieveria lercer of the Fooke, and where fuch te_achmg is ordinarily ufed,
you havea number that col.n‘ fpie out faulis-in others;but very few that

e tritly reformed theinfelves. - - - - T

'an‘:Stercl’:)gdly, Niether can it be expeéted of auy Paftor or Preacher in 2.
this svorld or fraile life, that he fhould never letfall anyerrorsorut-
found pofitions ; for, VWho knoweth the evvors of £2is lite 3 and who can Pfsligaz;

‘wonder. feeing the formall tate hath here { long prevailed (and that o

with {ich profperity and applaufe) if even fome of Gods holy Pro-
phéts at fome time, [y evenas they? -

But if there be any who make it theit drift and cutome to pro-
pound dnd maintaine evill _pra&icesﬁand unfound grounds, agd o
inveigh againft the faichfull fervants of God, firch are to be taken beed

P73 2,313

df, but fich; whote drift and common courfe, is fhundly to interpret

sd apply the Weotd of God,’ beating downe maus corruption. and
’;l’rr:llgl"xﬁgllilg thetn in grace and holineffe (though in {ome things ey
fiwatve from the rules of trath \ yet they may and muft be heard.

Thirdly, Erxots mufk fometimes be let fall, even fnthe pureftand..... .3, -
bett re‘ormed Churches, for the tiiall of the faichfulls _.(oundncﬂc_.and 1 (oninas -
the difcovery of Hypocrites: -that the love of the truth in the one. may

the more glorioufly be difplayed: and the wasdt of love tothe truth

in the other may be punifhed. with ftrong, and conlant belitving of lizs - 2 Thefia. xo.313

{5 that it 1s better for a man © be foundly grounded in the truch :rqd

fiiled finccrely to love it that {0 he may dilcerne and cfift errors,

cather then once imagine he can live wherc none is mug}}t. . .

: : p H N . S1r H X g/ otht 1] -3
‘Fourthly Neither may wc¢ nouri(h m:'(?l;lr felvesa paﬁ \lx 1111013 ! 1Ir contn

all or any of thegodly Preachers in Englend preach and dcClarC 10IC yhyings iathe

’ i H unfonnd best paste
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unfound pofitions and unwritten verities, for flefhly ends ; as favour
of men, love of advancement, and the like ; but rather charity fhould

o ~teach usto impute it to their ignorance, feare and humane frailtie,
§en, 4231, which is more or lefle in us all, remembring, that they which make

e e

“fuch evill conftructions of other miens actions, are againe afterwards.

.. paid home with like meafure. '
5. Fifihly, Neither are we bound to reprove alwaies every errorand

ablurdity we heare,but to confider as well our place, calling, intereft

and authority that wehave in the place or with the perfon, and con~
fequently what likelihood there is of doing good by our reproofe 5
for if wee ca(t admonitions abroad at all adventures, without confi-
dering thefe circumftances, wee rather expofe our felves to feorne,

! and“the Word of God-to teproach and{corne, then doeany gead
atall, '

s Corizi 12y

Objeit. 17.  Butthoughit might be lawfull té_heare the'l?'reac'hers in England,

yet it is better to forbeare it, becaute of offence .
Anfw.x: " Tanfwer, To be offended at a thing inithe Apoftles fenfe, isnot
g‘f‘:&;.: e when one isdifcontent, angty, or vexed for a thing ; but whenhe

B r ot a1, taggereth and ftumbleth fo ac anothers pratice ; asthatheisdrawne:

by his cxample, to imitate him, contrafy to the judgement and per-

2 Corg.t0. 10, iWalion of his owne heart and confcience, but. fich offences (inthis-

particular efpecially) doehardly any of the {trict {eparation take, but
the worfthure it can doe therm;is but onely to anger them,

Sabirtgi Secondly. Offences are alwayes given, either in things evill, or

¥ Cor 8,73 things indiffererit; but to preach and: heare, the Word of God, is
Preachingand peicher evill nor mdifferent.and leaft of all can it be thought indiffe-
Hearingihe «. yene, butan aStion wherein the name of God is fo much ufed. asitis

rd are’ Do

e indif-in that, muftejcher be a proger partof his fervice, or clfeahorrible:

ferentnamure.  blafphemy ; and taking his name in. vaine, .whichfarrebe it from
ustothinke, » ' L .

3. Thirdly, Admit it were:indifferent (which cannct b'e? yet in

giving ofence in marters indifferent, ‘we,have .yefpeft oncly totte

Yeake, of which there are thoufands: in. the affemblies-in England,

Le is oncl which by out example in refufing to hearc their Preachers, are often

t is onely the .. . 0 s s

B ehake drawne {0 to refufe both them and their teaching, asthat they have
offence. evenbeen lefe without all help mcans & to repentand believe the Gy/-
pel for the foules of whom the ftrict feparation have much to anfwer.

But it wereagreat difparagement and fhame in the feparation, to

. plead weakneffe ;-and fure am,they are ftrong enough to hold the

conclufion in this and many other points, how weake {oever they

may prove in their grounds,or profecutings and practice of the things

they hold. )

e Fourthly, Experience hath taught, that the moft part of fuch s

bavz lightly arid conze:nptuoufly refufed toheare thegodly Preachers
E in
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in Fnzlaid, have had little efleeme of preaching amongft themfelves,
buc have bad more delight tobufie themiélves in triviall controver-
fics to try-their wits then to have their hearts wrought upon by found 1 Tim1. 5. &
+nd-whollome doétrine ; the event of all hath beene. that they have
had no pgace in themnfctves, not brouglit no profit toothers. Obieih 18
Buc we iec what commeth by giving way to heare Sermons in the - V5% 13-,
aflemblies, even this ; that one thing fofolloweth another, thatwith .
Sermons they parteke alloin jerwa,ceremome;and. Ssciaments,yea joyn
in all theit cor‘ru]jcions,—?l}d-a.t lafl turne prophanc and loofe in their .
lives and converlation alio? e
_ Tanfwer, fislt, this may betrue, and for it the Churches of the fe- dafiverx,
paration are muchto be blamed thac will force every one that heareth
2 Sermon in the Pari(bh affemblies,to.conteffe it to be a fin, and mani- | .
felt epentange for it, or clfe excludehim quite trom their {ociety a0d 1y charches
felowthip, and 0 fome of their members, out of agood affetion, of the feparati-
having, heard fome Sermons, and not-beene convinced of evillin it; on are f:\:lzv in
have undergone their cenfure, and afterward watked alone, a3 defo- HisBane Ay
late-men,catching here and there a crum where th;y could carchittil pers. - -
atlength by perfwafion of friends.and-weaknefle. in themielves, they
have beenedrawne imq;(omc,pra&_icesV;P_po.ra;_ﬂyv evill ; whereas i
they had beene lovingly borne with in their fufpected evill :no doubt:
many of them would either have returned to the fociety whereof they
weré, or fome other like, or elfe till have retained in themfelves a re-
verend refpect and longing afier. the: purg order and ordinances of o
K T RN I S
Secondly, what if fome have made it a path-way to ferve their )
Jufts » that isno aygument againit it ; butcnely fheweth the vanity , somysg.12,
and up(tability of fome men s when Abfulom made facrificing a cloke
for his rebellion. was facrificing any thingthe more to be difliked in-
thofe dayes:- Yea, whatevill.is theye alm_oﬁ:that goeth not v\{nh {'om; o
prgzancepf‘gopd, apparantly ? It {heweth| indced the vanity, lightnefle Prov7.x4.
and unftability of fome men, who_neither had diftinét rules and
grounds to goe by, nor were confcionable, nor- carefull to attend on
God for his direftion 3 but as they ran lightly to feparation upon
{ome humour or difcontented motion. {o againe they lefi it as wam- Epbef: 4. 74
tonly, when a new toy tooke them in the head againe. ‘
Thirdly, And ’iﬂdeec‘l‘, even this very thing fhould make the 3.
Churches of the feparation looke beter about thern, and take heed of
drawing young heads and unftable wits, with lefle honefty to them’; "
for thetruth is, they o dote upon feparation, as that if a man have i, :‘..i‘féh“.??‘é‘. :
though: hee have all other points and parts of Religion to,legrqe,and Paratioln
feeke, yet henay even for iconely be admired and advanced amongft
them 3 but ifhe be not wholly feparated, but will retaine fome love
and refpect to fome perfons and thing;fn the Parifh aflemblies, h:}xi
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he all the holinefle and Religion that elfe poffibly he could have,

. hemuft never be admitted amonglt thcm,pbut hc)id outasan Ido;aty;sf'
- and one under the power of darknefle, and of Sitans kingdome, And
though for this their unreafonable dotagethey have beene beaten fore
they bave beea wich their ownerods, when they thatcame to them with cenforious
earen wich . mouthes, againft all prattices in the Parith affemblies, have within a
heic ownerod. few yeeres returned, railing worfe at them's and though they have
cen adviled,not to meafiire men by one particular pra&ice, but haye
an eyerothe generall worke of Godsgrace in them, yetall in vaine,

fals8.4,5. for they will not heare nor regard,charme the Charmer never fo Wifely,
% Fourthly, their going to the 4oly Suppér in the afemblics, fheweth
il their ignorance, that come back from the feparation even as wife
-ommiinion in 25 1€y Went to them, not knowing whiat religious attjons are pro-
he L. fuppera PEE to Church communion, and what: are comnion to be ufed every
-hurchadtion. whete, nor regarding any more with whom at. the Zuble of the Lord
‘ they feaft, then amongft whom they ftand to heareagaod fpeech;
o fince thething 1s plaine, that thofe that keepe that feaft togecher, muft
Geresonsze.: be ani ed to Chrift,and one to another by the fpirit ; but they that to-
- gether manifeft no_more then the patienceé to heare, there can be no
jult feruple, though amongft a hundred, there are nottwo thac have

-any ligue of grace orholinefle. = - oo '

5 Eifthly, At a word, as Iacobs Pofteritie might lawfully enjoy that
37 ¥9. 20, blefling which their father got Oflrﬁtk’ by lying and deceit, and asa
. poore man may receive and ufe that mioney-which is given him by
f;ﬁ;};}ﬁ; one that got it by extortion or bribery ; fo, though even alland every
get liberey - Of the Precchers in England doe’ fome evill that good may come of it,
» preach. - . and fubmit themfelves to humane traditions, which they ought to

" fhun, that they may preach the Word, yet the goodthey doe,being at

any time fevered from the evill.and their preaching from their Zradi-

Chr sorsty tions they tnay theti be heard, arid teveremtly refpetted, and the Lord

a0 > i his mery pardon their evilly and bedé thent;wwhofe heatts are uprighs
with-him, though many failings have beene iri their courfes - ‘

N

. They. that gbé;daui_ o juﬁzﬁe th}é Miﬁiﬁeﬁf?d&iglédd
intherr Office,drive menfrom iheChurch altegether.

| Ndnow I will fay no mére at this time for the jultifying

" ofheating i the Parifhvaffemblies;till I fee this ground taken
B iyl and the -anfiversto. thee objettions over-turned,
‘which if they ¢ould'be with évidenceiof tiuth; lec-the Lord be a

“gainér;'and-let me bea lofer,. * - .
. ) <0 Iam

-
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i ’ . hich - Theoffice of
T am not ignorant, that ‘the common way y\hlch is ufed o pcrd dl:& i nciﬂﬁry
fwade men tg heare them, is to defend and juftific their Calling and 1 kggrand s
Office of M iniftery to be of divine intitution. . not 1ights
And to prove ir, fomedefcend to theirparents which fet them to 1.

‘fehoole,others to their ipinefle and willingnefle to learne,and to their

choice in the Univerfities for their reading and Rudies, and defire to

-preach &c.in all which I know the providence of God worketh but

alithis ferveth busfor the ability and fitneffe, and is noteflentiall to
the externall office at all.which is 3n oucward 1ticate or ﬂla.tlo'n conﬁ:l}
red upon him for fome inward and eminentgittor quaiity.” -

¢ ‘Otif,\ers‘:hcre are, who will ferch-a fucceffive Miniftery from Adam ‘ 2 o
inParadije, lineally to reach to this day, others come lower and feteh They thar plead
the pedigree from Chrift.and his Apoftles,and will have thofe holy fun- ic;x" rr::)c[cg:ii?;c
Gionsto leapover all the Fojes heads and be borne up with both their Gon0 @she
fhoulders for 2 thoufand yeeres and upward,till inthe daies of Queen :
Elizabeth,a piece thereof fell tothe die sbifbap ofL¢z1t€*‘bié’if;§rel1} which
wind-fill bough. all thofc thoufands of fpiriruall funétions now in
England have fprouted and fpread themfelves. unill it is become 2 N
Pro‘e/Fant Minijtéry, and defies thofc' many fathers trom whom their Se0 D, Mafim
Branchestooke life, and will now be of themfelves, and conteft with 5o p o con.
the Pope, fiom whofe chaire their authority js-derived, feoo . .
“"Others more athamed of that old dung-hill-of Romanifts, willgoe 3.

biit to Lutber for their pedigree, whom they: fancy to be fome-new

ApofHe, and fo might create a new Minittery; but as neither the

@Fundﬁeffe of Luthrrs doGrine, not th: temperagureof his affeStions, i‘i.i’ifff:?;i{,‘l“’
was dpoflilike s 1o he neither did nor might create any_lymverﬁl‘l Mi- 2o
niftery,whofc Dioces could reach ingo this lind, and if he (hou'd, yet
{till it muft be of the nature, (though not of the namc,) with thatof -

L

- the Romiflrrace; and not-one jot neerer to Chrifts inftitution.

Others will have their very ofiiceand funétion to fand in the con» 4.

" fentand approbation of the parifh,

U B
" But, firl; as the parifhes are unfitand uncapable of making a Mi- gheapprobai-
nifter.{o they doe nothing acall therein, but are as meere. parients, to on ofthe faf;g.l
fuffer whom the Diocefan pleafeth ro put in or pull ous. o mepager nat
Secondly, and indeed, who knoweth not that allthe parith Vicars yiecs offce.

and Parfons inthe Land.doe folemnlv receive and take their charge, 2.
orders,-office and funétion from the Biffops and their adbierents, be-
fore they may come to adminifter is any parifh whaifoever. = = = = )
- Thirdly, they ftand atthe will of the Bifhops fo as ifhe bidthembe 3. .
filent,they dare fay no more. Now, ifthe confentand approbation of
the pari(h be fucha divine inflitution as they pretend,how periidious Lﬁ’j’ 218
and unconftancare they with God: that.at the word ofa mq(h:[[ man Y ng
dare negleGt that calling ofthe Lord ? - " ¢ 0 o
" Ataword; When men fhall fcrupleiat hearing theis Sexmons, t:}md 5

' rey
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they can farisfic them no other way. butby alledging their offce ang
function, which neither is agrecableto Scripture; nortoit felfe, but
hanged together by vaine fisppofitions, and popith aflertions, which
ferve ten times wore to (haine and blame it, then to juftifie it ; what
can they looke for in the event bt to fee thernfélves defpifed and con.

for ity of the “tcmined for pleading 15 lame a cafe, and-whither fhall men be drjven

heteby but to feparation and Anabaptifine, or elfe to worfe matters »
- Burwhenthislaw and lawlefle office is pafled by, and covered
in a ferious love of their graces, (asthe Lord, nodoubt, covereth it in
Chrift Jefss) evety man will lay his hand on his mouth 3 for inther
gifés and graces of preaching, no man can dény the Lord to be in them
indeed. and in fich ations as God eminericly fhewes his grace, we
may be evidently preféntinperfon and affe@ion,

Neither can there be dny other fucceffion from the Apeftles and
Primisive Churches, otherwife then in faith; gifts and graces, fince their
office is wholly ceafed, and he is mow the lineall fucceflor of Petei
and Paul which commeth neereft tothém in gifs, graces and holi.
nefle; And what in this world can be more abfurd, chan to make
every popith Prieft and idle Dunce, (hich hath got onely an up
ftart ordination of fome antiquitie) to bethé true ficceflor of the holy
Apoftles, when they have: néithier gtace in their heasts, wit in their
heads, or honefty in their convérfation = and if the office be that
- which muft be pléaded to juftifie 211 thieir miniBrations ; even all

thefe blind Priefts and vetball Techers h#ve as good reafon for their
flanding as thebeft. ) S

T :{tﬁ& ]épafaioit _:éﬂﬁé: hold together améxgﬁ‘ them:
Jelves. -

A  Ndasthefe men have been too extreme arid cenforious in their
feparation,fo arethey in'their Church covenant and combina-

= ~“tion, by meanes whercof rhey neééd no other perfecutors then
. themifelves;for their ownie fwords enter fo faft into their own bowels,
asthat ifall the perfecutions in this world were againft them, it could
hardly make fuch havocke as they make amongt themfelves,] meane
notin regard of civill puni(hinents, for that power they have not any
where, and if they had, and fhould have fuch fpirits in their civill
judgeiments, as they have in their fpiricuall cenfures; the one halfe of
‘them had need to become hangmen, but it is onely in regard of their
_ extreme worrying one ariothey; for every difficult queftion and con-
“troverfall , practice, in_{olemne and_vehement chiatges, quarrels
fome and captious invebtives,flictt a’.n’d-ﬁiddctr‘ex’cmmummtiom,ig'dﬂ

whic

" Yet, to preventfitcHa¢ ialt corhe:
-already begund)- and the £
e e

pehicrtruthes arid ap

.- TRCRY ofa$fonE” T
which they have fo wearied and wafted themfelves, dhat 2 man-m

truely fay of them,that no fociety under any perfecution. (warre ex-

ceptad) didever decreafeand ruinateastheydoe. .~ .. - .

%ﬁtﬁgﬁb&ﬂbrs in Englend ate jixﬂl? tzxed for'living in con-
fufion, withour a fpciéty o_!g faithfisil Chritiags in a Church eftate, -
and- without the order and _difciplitic, &c.. 5 thefe menmay be
as well blamed for bringing themfelvet 1o confifion, !‘:3 follow.
ing their wits, and abufing "barh -their gifer and: the difciplme of
Chrift to their owne fhame and_fuine a.nr}"ro the difhononr of
Chrift, the peaceable Law-giter of his Churc

And although for thé ancient of the

Wi S s R R e oy e 1 e S
' Anabaptifls, witd Harpe all ppont one Rring ) it

e i vt 9 5 e 1 10 g o
mindes, or madetate thefe affetions, (e nocounfell, warning,
or experience can teach theih any thing, but Rl bisternee is.in
their Aeants; and violence is in theip tongnes ; ::g!they will rather
quatrell with terr men for ‘one:trifle, then’ lovingly. agree with any
markinanything, - ‘

ilfrée, fiom cimning theircourf,
s ey e
uth chey k] geceiye m wrong, 1 will
difcover, and puttaifilbiste that opinion nd practiee of theirs, which
breakes! divides atid réhbﬁcxii d‘e;céh ily, qqay‘ii hffanding all
pearance of -zgale which s amongt them,

- Y& is held and gra&iﬁdimdn i

ift. fufferno evillysn any man, nop 1
dhatis of them muft_jump ld( m. in, ju ent and. practice,
and he muft fot goe atoote bisfore, them, nar come ong inch behind

and that their exuremitiesmay d

[

\thiginn, but muft'in all things fay astheyfay.aud doe as they doc, and if

hefwarye from them in any thing whuch_ ¢y thinke to be truth,th

will ®lemnlyadmonifh him, and «if ltlﬁzq will not repent, they will

forthwith, excommunicate him, be the evill never.fo. fmall and

dotbefull, and whatloever other graces or holineflc be in the perfon;

or whatfoevé? “bands betwixt him and them either in tg,mcc or-na=

'g'fff the unreafbinablencfle whereof I will reprove by thefe ‘reafons
owing, .o j _

P

d;mgs-;ﬁm 1 C_n:-lm .s‘.'

diem for . maxime, That they A dangeghl
v appearance of eyill ; bue eyery ong opisdoss 119 §
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wellto it; and what mad men are we to quarrell aind ftrive with our
. meighboursand bethren foi their infirmities when we havefuchin .
out felyes, forgrofle and fcandalous evils indeed, we may and muft
Rrive;for all good men have notfuch in'themfelves. . , ,

J€no finganuft be borne withithen notwo men in this world could 5.
walke together in Chriftian fellowfhip, no, notany man with his
wife.nor nofather with his child, neither canany Church fellowthip

59 I T.b:e.vcl.w‘-ff.‘ STONI\

AL
] e

 There arefome finncs that muft bé borncin the Chirch, °

SE€T 290 Y1 Xcept fome finisshay L e ’
30 . cept fome finsmay be borne in the Church, why ithe
1 E e s s Chrches Bt e wue oy et e

, Love covereth amulsitude of finnes, forfake nof the fellawfbip but exbort )

Gal. 6. 3. : : , s JoT/ake nel awfbip but exbhort b T AT o , :

. one another daily;\Wh f];' e : ’ ifthey be true to this ground,. poffible hold together ;- for nomen can .
- h:Why rather fuftck yec ot wrong 3 Ithe had meantto ébﬁverié much together, but they fhall feefome fault in cach other ¢ 4o

1cmé. 7.  make fiich thort work asthefe men doy he would have faid, bear with e man will be too remiffe and Some, thing
. 2 ! nthe

Y e eg e . . Min
no man, lovenoman that is fauky, fuffer no wrong, but abandon - eithet in omiffion or commiffion. O

cold jn family duties of inftrution, prayer, 8&c. Another too flug- betmen.
gifh:in hearing, Sacraments and other publique exercifes - oneman

i

everyfe

' |lovw(hip and perfbnthat hath any evill in him not reformed.
el Itine évills in_ thic Church may be_?borilc," "tligri thx;r J,Z?J:"rﬁz
1513 witc'to the Chrch of €oriith, to cafk que more offenders then thein-
Koot e Coftsrian, Teking there were thofe thac wronged thejr brethren, and
32 &1v.22. went #9 Law withthém cmeng |t the beathzi ruless others that went tothe

Lol feafls, and are fid to have fellomfAip with divels ohers hac fehifined
in theirlive dﬁdﬁ;and inordinate cleaving fo thieir Seory ti:a'c{cis,'de:.

o full of worldly cares, another.is too carelefle in bhis world= .
I affires ; one man even kills himfelfe with hard labour : another
poyles himfelfe with too much idleneffe ; one man is tootalkative
a‘m‘i’ bufie. another is too mure and filent. Aca word,in all men there
is to be fecne fome partiality , fome pride, fome conceitednefle,
fome felfe-love, fome follie, fome ignorance, fome error and un-
foundneffe, fome anger and impatience, all which arc evills, and
will more o leffe appearc in men,whileft they live, notwithitanding, -... -
alladmoniclons ad cenfures that ‘canbe paft upon them. And there- . -
fore except we will by excommunication catthe Church'out ofhe
Chuich, we muft covet their infirmities inlove, as they muft alfo
ours ; and. bury them ina loving delight in their.graces, exhorting Eppefs 33,358

Tiim:

i

e

. fpifing Paul,yea, and fome whofe emulacions,, conteutions and wan-

3 s, 30,21, torineffe-was not fepéited of in'a long time § and yethe giveth nowor~
* derfog the excommunicating 4ty mofe then he which had commit

ted a fin.-whichithe very light of ndture condemmeth, ' -

3 Ko finnes miight bebortieiithe Churih., then Cleift whien he

: gave direStiof e proceed dgairi(k iis and fmers, would haye ufed the
Maki 38,39, fame word whichi Pail dorh, thchﬁghiﬁﬁﬁi”ﬁ'mit)ﬁozkﬂmé eof

and peifwading them, bist nét prayoking, biting o cenfuring them,
buiﬁ_c‘el forgivingthem.as God for Chrifts fake frecly forgiveth us..
“*YF o fins muft be borne,then there muft be perfetion, even in this 6.
life, cither in truth, or in conceit ; for they they thatare peifwaded = .
that ather men doe cover their failings in loye, will as lovingly cover Noperfoltisn) -
othet mens againe, fecing it is worle thet bea@-like, nottogive love ehis Life] v«
for love 3, indeed, one man hath a more prying and piercing eye

to' (e into his neighboursfaults, then his neighgou: hathto fee into

his,and fohe is apt to pleafe himfelfe, as if he were notas other men |y, ¢ 4 o
are, but he whofe infirmities are moft of all ript up and raked into, 1S Luge i Ry L
of:emimcs)‘athtr juﬁyicd I(tfbrt Gud, then the other, to whom nothing 1 Timses5s

is fpoken ;* and indeed, he which truly examineth and fearcheth into ‘
himfelfe, cannet poffibly bie voyd of charity towards others.

Mags. o mind, and ot that which Thwufeth. which fignifieth a. frandall; |
i ,"and. A ufeth, w :
gvl‘?};:i'ﬁ}oi i* both Chrift in the tule, and Paul in his d}i,:Ch i}gr? ;'g:?r: ‘i‘czdd{,'p’eafiﬁcz :
4 gﬁg}: 5 of firch eyils as aré notorious dhd'feandalous, Secondly, David is ne=
aiagsbon: b ver taxed for feandallin‘al ﬂ}?rm rimitiés he fhewed ae Neb G:th and

S demisiasi *in the matters of [ocb; 4% Mepbibaftuss and others, bue only-in the
& 16.4-839 ' matters of adultery and miitherswith Bct'fbebaand Visah, he is faidto

o Sam. 130140 {Ofi}dﬁll’,_lpi lay ;c lg}rlt;lyligigfbloﬁk% L . o
siJf nofins in the Chutch may be'borne, how could Rgyid fay, WWhi

+ o eell e rrors oF hivlfs oF b o e Wendgtlll}. ,ﬁ"&i&k%
Rfilwo.xz.  Tigherous fallees feven timmes a day, and 11feih againes. and thae oﬂlai;cs, In
Bl 343 3. many things We frie all, &rc; 'We may not thinke that the Proplets and
“m.3:3:3. Apoftles wereeither ignorant ofgrofleevils. or fell feven timesr day.
intg thear but that they had their continuall failings in inferiourand

doubtfall thines, and having fo, if they were now alive. belikethey

were not good.enaugh for the Rriét féparation, that fallfo often;-and

into fo many things asthey did. - -

Indeed, the example of thefe holy men thus complaiing.may lead-

~ usall toa more thorow f2arch of our felves ; for if they pronounced
fich a fentence upon thenfelves, much more may we if we looke
L well
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b The CRY of & STONE:
- A *“— Rt
. tf;;bg :;:x:; tf ﬁ((nju md Sinnersthey be “f‘," mJ be l’_oi_n

-Church and amiong® Chriftians, is out of queltion, and-
: fome other fins may“notbe boirne, is alfo Eért'iiiié," Btig:ghi%‘:‘
-~ downeevyery particular fin which is to be borne;and every particylag
S for which men muft beabandoried withour repentance, were impoi-
A godly andan fPDlcand micere tifling 5 for yhen we oppot€ godly men,and wicked
ﬁmw m we doe not meane thac theyoriely i&-‘ei dly which neyer'dee
: chifyg but what isgodly § o they'only wicked, which never doe:
_ ought b wickédiielesfor there is nohan %o good; bur that e lome-
.+ umes falleth irito fome évill, nor nanefo wicked, ‘buc hes fometimes
Rumbledyupon {ome good. * It is indeed the common and cyftoma-
1y courfe in pratifing ill, and refufing to dos good, thy

gioflé ey

.. provethamidto 'w.icf" , anid the frequenit petformant
Golinelsnd s ooy sinenc o VL (s, s o s o
wofere E0ty  for as oné faith, cvill méh can dox pood by accidens,and
wedes. . £00d mienby accident fall ingo evill,but the common trade of 3 godly
- manistodacgood; and ofa wickedmantodocevill, .= 7
g7 Indeed; fuchfins asunder the Law were death, as Inceft, Kdulte™
Exdsr. 13, 1Y, Blifpheroly 8o, being now commitied by any in e Chkét, ex-
Lovittar. | cepetiéy tepen; they hay, and muft bocaP st bt orhermrte. k.
o 5 ceptdicy befuchasthe light of ‘hatre condemneth, or firch as'the
Dasaz,a3. . Scripuute inl exprefle cetmes forbiddeth, and threatneth tothyroutof
2 fasits.  Heavin for them, men thouldbé #wary how they excommunicate for
3 méyes them; and siposgh by this rule £ yould be excommanicate n
Churches that are made ‘of fit matter, and the fewer the beteer; {o

e feveer dh

Ghurcies that are mpde of fit' matter, and the fewer ctter, fo -
long as girolfé wickedries is pot there hartioured'; for it is better ¢ o,’dfl‘

s oo fendintoo mich lenityithen in oo much feverity ; Bme
Metssabag. faret fEind; then o pili'c])é’é'il ythe goad '.{&ﬁéa‘c‘-}" for o%Cbe&%ﬁr:
et ﬁ;!ggé?{‘gpﬁriap _[f]é'i/égé ccnﬁlr:li)g[r‘othe’ han sof%{
¢y mufl take heed they be not foo bufie with i, [harpe inftruments

muft be skilfully and Wariflyh'aﬁid'!é&‘ ; an&‘?hé&héﬁi!{r’:'{é:ﬂ?ﬁ

- mifed to.binde in Heaven, fuch as his Church bisdeth on earth yetthis
.Ma.:ﬁ.xﬂ-xﬁ_p_ron;xfe,n;uﬁ be refirained onely to fiich cafesas wherein the een-
fure isdeferved, for elfe the Church ratherbindes-over it felfe to

Brcommunica. 1€ Vrath of God for wronging his fervants, and abufing his ordi-
i b nances, and taking bis name in baine, then commits the perfon either to
wiedwarily,  Satan or Gods wrath ;. (o that we muft be fure to fee that the cafebe

juk,

“~

Vs Saitg, yer. .
taing, the ather probable and-doubtfulk. !

- -wharwedoefora hundred probahilitics doe: not.conclude aicertain=-
“ tycr seisher is jt fufficient thatwe have fome revars Fmensigloffesand g0 S50 e

| Tb@m’l.rﬁi SroNss - - 6t

juftheforswe cenfinds avidifithe Wod of God have hotfiid hat

fich (hall-beffus oui-of. Jeawng: we muft, moderate ouf -Zeale, and re-
mg’m\u paﬁipm;ﬁndnm tiinke to make Ghriftlfollow. us,but we Lukg 836
muft follow: him, and be mercifullas be is meratfill, e

_«And g5 i civill judgements, death isnever inflicted jultly, but | 3. o
for fome groffcand haynous crimes; foin the fpiricuall judgementd g ynocdfer
of the Churshs excommunication, -whichis the moft feverelbcenfiee wifes.
thars Churehiean kave; fould:not be. admini®reduponang, but
fa:rﬁ_l;bhamml,é-.cxﬁlls.uwhfv.c'b‘b‘éi‘ng’ perfifted in, doe barre aman for

ever oiit of Gods Kingdome., Coear oo et v
.- Indeed. fome ¢remprory and lprcﬁsin}numxsmen havggot‘fucha M“_t: .
babit b hitrerneflo, tharthey thiniketheir fpeoch is of noforce, exCePt peremprary. .
thay.ﬂingméfﬁm'b_mnéw‘sbl{ﬁ-}qvcry.{o, whom they déaloag: inft; cenfurcrs dans

" thousgh the matter be fmall, and fonwtimes alfo doubitfult ahd dfpu- gerous mem-

wabley and it is- well fich kindeof men keepe not thekeyesof heaven

are for if they did, none but themfelves fhould come there; and if
alip theyihad civill powér,1 know net wihat habarke they would make ==
among i fome.men that azeibeoicy then themfetves. 1. 7 ce b 1 2%

s Miany. of :toe feparatier; complaine (asthey 'may) of oppreffianby s

ciwill payveri-and. weongbypenall ftatutes and fapm_mtﬁiqncgs_@n.;xﬁ:& excom-
tences. by whish often they areimprifoned, banifhed, and fometimes more cvill: thea
putto death. : And furely, though thefe things>sre dons by their op- cwill oppref-
‘pofises in 4 rage shat gactbupibo beaven, which the Lord, no d"“b!:.-Wﬂ]:&"};;;‘;h‘&,[-
one day call ro reckoning; iyec stis atfo jult withGod to pay them* 520"
home wiih Wioody and bodilyicrueley, which fpaze not to racke eare,:

" and turmoyle the foules and confciences of their brethren by oppro-.

brious and bitter: fpeeches, -and viglent and dangerous cenfuresun-
leferved. - oo~ v - . o

=TT T T BTN

* Three cantions concluding she DoBrine of fovbesranse.: .
3 0 concluds, wee muft alwayes beara m mind, thacthe Sc:ip-* SECT.3T.
_ tures have in them inall placesa:double fenenceand deexmi=. . 0
'R gation .of fich- thibgs asthcy teatof, the onc'elala.teani\i{qeﬁ-;m%%;q;:
S DISKESRARL
“In the things which the Seripsure it felfe clearely detetmineth, we:
may boldly proceed toprofeffe and praéife accordingly ; bucwhere.

there: is bus 2 bare probabilitiein the Scripture, ‘we. muftbe wary

No Expofitor

sueffes to goe before us ; fdr when all is done, ‘ifthe HofjGagftbe not Holy Gluwett. -

- bethT ex man and Comment, -anid coniclude the point fomewhere,

I3 either =
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- éithet inplitngavords; or oidindty Eeamples; wesre s firre of i
“thamatrenasbefore; and doe ritifer bundieup'more gr’?o?‘s it

ance with'

= wve A gur anciemsinitakingithings froti théiv mout and pens then bring

any honour either to the truth or them, a [
- And. for a i to ufeither-witor learning, to make the Serip

4 ture feemme to fpcake that which it doth not indeed fpeake; is rachér 2.

: yanity than:avertne, and ‘how much was Ghritt offeaded for Peters

" (narching at a doubifull word ; asalfo whata fearefull finidid thoe

Telbm 312223, Wibg/fos ruar-into that came again@t Ghiift,by wrclting anambigubs

Mat.a6. 61,

2

x CopGinde;

Ads 13, zy* ’

* 1o feemesigrorant; then to-grow prefur

phiafe to'their owne advantage ¢ L e :
. -Inthings thérefore probable "apd ‘doubtfull, it better becomes us
; uous, and rather conclude:
gainft outdclves:that we know nethin _a's’Wc;o:§ht to knowit.but
have.our kriowlédgtin part, as it our obedidnce; ehem prefime above:
“that' which'is [ober:and muté, or imaginethat we kriow and cag'de-:

o termineallthings,: ool ig, s L o n
< ~.."And as.wee'muft be fparing and: modeft in determining fuch

points, as wherein the Scripture i$: doubtfull; fo weemuftbé giuch.

. mérafparing ifi ufing anf-violé,n; oreruell- words erpractices againgt
i met in maters doubtfid],

: yea;tholigh-in thy apprehenfion it be cleate:
n the fereér ofthe Schiptures, yet if thorow cuftome 3nd igngrance of .
ur times,ic be grownea matter queftionable;and that amopg® godly
“mriem;as Was once Polyzany amongft the Fatheis,and Fornication among’
“the Churchts of the Gentiles, though thou muft refraine it thy felfein
confeietice of God.yétinuftiufe no violent wagdsqrp;a&'tca where~

by to forcé all othefstodoe likethee, " -

i And fo. ifthy neighbour ot thy brother, hold or practife any thing

which thou judgeft amiffe,” exceptthoti havean chrcﬂE Scripture,
whereby to ftrike the matter dead, and out of which thou canft fay,
“Fbus faith the Lord,- it-isbetter to-be filent then to ufemuch difputing ;-
for witty and Logica!l difpuces ferve more aften to feed light and cor-
rup affetions,-than to feételea found judgemient: yea, dnd men upon
a litele fha:ch theremn. ateapt tosetsheir wits a plodding about every

- -niceand triviall queftion. whilet better things pafic by them, or are

Subtile difpuces
nmore erous
hen - profitables

s e

phil 3. 55, R

 afldealtoccafiomof-fpeeth abonr that wwherein (ther difference licth, -

flolue and:lo%t out of their mindes ; Befides, :cxcept the reafons.
brought:againtt-an opinion: be cleare and'ftrongly backed by evi-
dence of Scripture, they rather firengthen the perfons in their opini.
ons then draw thern froin it; heither will ever che tru:h and Church
of God:bé flettled -and -Rablifhed, either by ourward -violence or
fubzill difputes,: buc it a cefralne and * exprefle’ word: cannot. be
broughi;to pucto filencea manscontradictory opinionstheonly way-
i¢ to kechim alone;:and - to: goeson:Jovingly and briotherly. wita him:
“in the fellow(hip of his other graces, till God: reveale fursber, purting:

left

»

i ThBaef s STONE, %‘ s o 6

m talkingyou fall eachiding.and fromi chidingxo biver-ftrife, Sabs. 15, -

iﬁ%ﬁﬂéﬁ%ﬁmiﬂgﬂ‘g ﬂ:q, wélkningoffygﬂ%:comﬁsrtiwikh AR 1548, 39
Bod, odheinderingeryoh hvous and e wimen, -

e

= The Coh

Yo

on'and Summeofcll.

EAEEE . B ) . s N
Ow although T have written mueh, and. thatwithall plain- s;ﬁ}'ﬁ’-
“nefle that X can, yec I live amidft fomany {lecpersanddroufie = * -
A+ ¥ Chriftians, that me chinkeh, 1 heare fome ftarting up about [ Shuck.
mine dares, and asking me What # &5 bave faid, and whar I would ™"
have, ‘and theréfore I will fumme upall my aimé inawerd. . S
" Fisft, I finde in this world two forts of men, Wwickedandigedly, and . - 1.
both thefe muf} live in one Woild, but not in one Church. = . 3 Cons. 100 ‘
*The godly T would Have to gather themfelves tagethey, and combine ,‘,”,’f,‘&"‘.“"""‘
inafpirituall fellowfhip, ‘aparr from the vaine world, and wicked 3 cors.16.a9e
therein abandoning all mans inventions,worthipping God onely by j"{-ﬂ-u
his Word and Graces, choofing their owne Miniffers, executing g% 33
Difispline amongft themfelves, and rather lofe theit lives, then lofe this 23
liberty + $urto cominue fealting and feeding together in the fellow- 7 s
fhip of Gouls facted Ordinances all the timie of their dwelling inthis y,5, 1o, 25.
Tabernadle, even till they are tranlated to the mount of glory.. ... 1 Pera. 17
~Secomdly,-And becatilc thie policie of the times will allow'no fuch 48 242.44.
things, but compells as well the wrcircumcifed Philiflim, and the blacke F4415+ 12
mouthed Edbiopsam, to the Temple and Sevrtfices, asthe fons of dbrabam, ... f’ o
and [ffael of the Lord ; impoling alfo” upon. them other officers, go- Rem sz, ape
vernments, Traditions and Ceremoniés,; then ever the infallible wri~’ .
tings of Chrift or his Apoftles mentioned * .
herfore I have exhorted all that feare God to refolye to fuffer with
patience and courage all fuch oppreflions and perfecutions, as for
their abftinenee from the aforefaid evills, or praftifing the contrary
good!(hall be impofed and affliéted upon them by anv authority Lake 14. 27.
whatfoever, and as necke and gentle Lambes 1o goe with Chrift do /7 :ls.l:“’-,zg.
the Croffé, and with the Apoftles to the prifon, even with gentle in- w12y go,
tieatics, and earnctl prayers for theiroppofites. that {o advancing the WMar.25. 44 45,
glory and name of Chrift here in this world, they may fitforever in ‘
glory with him in hedven. :
_Thixdly,And feeing the fraggling opinions and-oppofite prattices 3
of fomegodly men, is a maine hinderance hereof, therefore T have
propofed certaine wayes whereby the overfirained heatof the firiét ﬁh?'monx ine-
feparation may be mitigared andordered. and the flugzith confor- "
mity ofthe profefloss awaked and revived, that both may re-unite:
A o together,

o



64 T CaY\ofarSTONE, - :
52 Sopethery-and conver fweirly imonié Chugol;iay die Lo hath pie- -
17 paredforthemoneheaveny § o iy o3 .l e bok e
4. . Fousthly, And beeaufe:the vainefeatt of man it filijet wie
lifted up with it’s owne conceits and perfwafions, and to be vehe.
ment againt others for cyp‘g fmall difference, therefore Ihave. pro-
Pounded and proved the Dotliiie of forbcarance, by many infallible
; . grounds; and. haye ﬁxc‘g d, that it is. tre duty of #ll Chriftians s
Phitgagrg, [erveone duother iidove, and continue their fellowdhip in the free and
&om. 141" familiar ufe of that knowledgeand gifis whercin they agree, without
24 - entring into any tedious and doubtfull controverfics, to diturbe and
1 emi43%  provoke one another, much Jdfe dbuf?, revile and sbmdom oné an.
" o ther,remembring thatthe Word of God came not ¢ one €iirch or per..
rbany.  fon.alone, but others have underfanding s well ‘as they, anddhe
3 Sam.1. 1334 MOR confident fpeaker is ofteitimes more awry than bee that keepes
sGragsa, filenee, however the largeft knowledge muft have the largeft love,
i 7 Jeft whileft wee thinke to teach, wee doe nothi
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